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Illustration:	  The	  kingdom	  of	  heaven	  is	  like…seeing	  things	  eye	  to	  eye	  
	  
Questions	  to	  answer	  today:	  
What	  did	  I	  learn	  about	  God?	  
What	  did	  I	  learn	  about	  people?	  
How	  will	  I	  apply	  this?	  
Who	  will	  I	  share	  this	  truth	  with?	  
	  
Matthew	  3:13-‐17	  
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

John’s eyes were opened to see the unseen-the heavens were open to him. Many people 
were present at Jesus’s baptism but none of them had the heavens opened to them to see 
the Spirit and hear the voice. John saw and heard what no one else did. John saw and 
heard from God’s vantage point.  

My aim today, is by the Spirit, to help you see from God’s vantage point or point of view. 
I pray the heavens will be opened to you so that you will truly hear and see. As Psalm 
119:18 states, “God, open my eyes to see wonderful things out of your law.” 

1. Where are the heavens? (Please, keep this question in mind) 

They are everywhere. It is the space around us, above us, and beyond us. From that space 
John saw and heard.  

Absalom’s Capture 

In 2 Samuel18:9, “he was suspended between heaven and earth.”  

Solomon builds and dedicates the temple (1 Kings 8) 

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of 
Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven, 23 and said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there 
is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath… 30 And listen to the plea of 
your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in 
heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. 33 “When your people Israel 
are defeated before the enemy because they have sinned against you, and if they turn 
again to you and acknowledge your name and pray and plead with you in this house, 
34 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them again to 



the land that you gave to their fathers. 

35 “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if 
they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when 
you afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people 
Israel. 

Solomon views the place from which the rain falls and the place where God lives as 
synonymous (v.30 & 35).  

	  
Heaven	  and	  earth	  are	  His’	  
 
Deut, 10:14 Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the 
earth with all that is in it. 
 
Psalms 115:16 The heavens are the Lord's heavens, but the earth he has given to the 
children of man. 
 
Psalms 68: 32-34 O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; sing praises to the Lord, Selah 
33 to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; behold, he sends out his voice, 
his mighty voice. 34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, and whose 
power is in the skies. 
 
Matt. 5:34 Jesus says God rules from heaven. He calls it God’s throne. 
 
Acts 17:28 “In him we live, move, and have our being/existence.” It is not enough to say 
that God exists in the universe…the universe exists in God. 
 
Illustration: Yesterday, I… 
 

Many yesterdays ago, our forefather, Elisha, prayed to the God of heaven (the 
atmosphere) in the midst of having armies come against him. Elisha’s apprentice was 
very afraid of the armies. Elisha asked God to open his apprentice’s eyes. God heard and 
responded. The eyes of Elisha’s apprentice were opened to see the unseen. The space on 
the mountain (seemingly empty to the natural eye) was crowed with supernatural beings 
(2 Kings 6:15-18). Why did I begin by saying many yesterdays ago? I want you to see 
how this is rooted in reality. 
 

The events of scripture provide a literal framework for understanding and 
anticipating God’s activity in our world. God rules the world from the space beyond us, 
from the space above us where the birds fly- right down to the space around us where the 
dust particles float. The space around us, above us, beyond us, and invisible to us, are the 
heavens. Look around you. The space you perceive to be empty is not. The Lord is here. 
Right here. Now. In this room. He is beside you, below you, above you, and behind you. 
God is omnipresent, which means he is everywhere. Wherever there is a where God is 
there. The universe swims in God like a fish swims in the sea. In him we (literally) live 



and move and have our existence. The angels of the Lord live around those who fear him 
(Ps. 34:7) 

For so long we’ve viewed heaven as a place far beyond- may be somewhere in the 
depths of our solar system…this disconnected understanding of heaven from the world, 
the world- in which we REALLY live- has left us feeling farther from God than nearer. 
This way of thinking makes the Bible a book we believe because “we have to believe it.” 
Not because we reckon it as reality-reality equal to gravity…equal to 212 Fahrenheit 
being the boiling point of water. There is nothing imaginary about God, about heaven, 
about miracles, about Jesus, about the sound of rushing wind accompanied by fire like 
tongues on the heads of those who were praying together in Acts 2 (we see things like 
this once the heavens are opened to us). 

Jesus believed that God was with him (Jn 16:32). We do not “see’ heaven and 
God being present and near, as Jesus himself did, therefore we are chronically oppressed 
with a sense of being spiritually alone in the world…a world bursting at the seam with 
God. Jesus lifted up his head to heaven (to the atmosphere) and prayed (Jn 17:1). Why 
would he lift up his head to a God who wasn’t really there? Why lift up his head and pray 
to emptiness? God stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them like a tent to 
live in (Isa. 40:22). 
2. How does this work? 
Against anxiety:  

Jesus taught us to pray to our Father in heavens (in the atmosphere around us and 
beyond us) then he points our attention to the bird of the air (the heavens) saying how the 
heavenly Father feeds them (our father in the atmosphere). He isn’t feeding the birds 
from a distance…walk outside, fix your eyes on a plot of grass and watch your father put 
food in the mouths of birds. He feeds them from the space around them. Are you not 
worth more than many birds? (Matt. 6). 
Against sin: 

We realize how the eyes of the Lord are in every place seeing the evil and the 
good (Ps. 15:3). We allow ourselves to be convinced that this is not a metaphor but 
reality. His eyes ARE in every place. He sees me from within and all around. Therefore, I 
now tremble before him. 
In mission: 
I realize that no matter where I stand, I stand there in the presence of God (Acts 10:33 
Cornelius said, we are all here in the presence of God). The one who has all authority and 
power sponsors me from within and from around (Matt. 28:20 Jesus said, “I will be with 
you always”). Notice the language, Jesus could have said I will be in you always but he 
didn’t, he said I am with you (in your company always). 


