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A Greater Glimpse | God Speaks
Robert Jones

Passage to Read: Genesis 1:1-3, 27-28, Isaiah 55:10-11, Hebrews 4:12 

Sunday morning, we will be looking at the starting point of all Christianity - God speaks. 
How do we know what He is like? What his will is? How we are to be saved? Because God is 
not silent. He is not a deaf, man-made god. The God of the universe is real and we know this 
because He has revealed himself to us - staggering. He has spoken and He still speaks today. 
Can you hear Him?

Intro: God Speaks - Staggering!

Scenario 1 

Imagine yourself today that you were in deep, legal trouble b/c your finances and poor choices 
you made, and you were going to spend the rest of your life in prison. Only the President can 
give you a presidential pardon. You are to meet him. You show up at White House. You’re 
excited. Your heart is pounding as you enter the room. The door closes, it’s just you and him. 
You walk up to him, he shakes your hand, smiles at you. You introduced yourself, he didn’t, he 
didn't have to. So you explain your problems. You speak for 2 hours straight. You finish your 
story waiting to hear his answer. And he just looks at you. You hear a knock at the door. It’s the 
prison guards who have come to take you to prison. You’re looking at the President for his 
answer. You’re getting angry. “Why doesn't he speak to me?!” You are so confused. In come the 
guards to take you away. President has said nothing.

It doesn't matter how powerful or loving he is. If he never speak, then it is a horrible thing. 

Genesis 1:27-28 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them”

God spoke.  

This God just spoke the world into existence, every star, every plant, every mountain, every 
river, every animal. Then He crafted the man from the earth, and the woman from the man. And 
he tapped them on the shoulder and spoke to them. God spoke to the first people living, and 
God still speaks today. 

Let that sink in.  

The Starting point of Christianity is that God speaks. God reveals. How do we know him? His 
attributes? His will? His plan? How to be saved? B/c God spoke to us. He revealed himself to 
us.

My main question to you today is: Are you listening? 

Or another way to ask it: Are you in a communing relationship with the God of the universe? 
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From Genesis to Revelation, every page is screaming this truth to us - God 
communicates directly with his people. THE WHOLE FORCE OF THE BIBLE IS THAT THE 
TRIUNE GOD WANTS TO BE IN A PERSONAL, SAVING RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU 
FOREVER, FOR HIS GLORY AND YOUR JOY. 

Therefore, hearing God’s Voice is eternally important - your life depends on it. 

JI Packer: “Disregard the knowledge of God (the voice of God) and you commit yourself 
to stumbling around the world with a blindfold on, with no sense of direction or purpose 
of why you were created and what surrounds you. Ignore God’s voice and you will waste 
your life and lose your soul.”

So LISTEN THIS MORNING to the voice of God as it, Lord willing, comes to you in truth this 
day. And through the power of the Holy Spirit, hear the voice of your creator speaking directly to 
your soul. For some of you, this morning, God your creator is saying “I am real! I am real! Come 
to me for salvation!”  For some, as I speak, the Holy Spirit will begin to talk to you, speak to your 
hearts on something that only you know about and that He sees and has complete knowledge 
of. Listen to his voice this morning! Let his voice shed light on your heart. What is he telling you?

My main point: It is clear from scripture - God has been speaking to man since creation and still 
speaks today! Are you listening?

First time I “heard” God’s voice - bellevue singing Christmas Tree - “You are mine. Thank me”

My goal: 1) Understand how God has spoken thru the storyline of Bible, 2) Build anticipation, 
awareness, and excitement in your life today to hear God speak to you and THROUGH you!

HOW HAS GOD SPOKEN? (moving thru Bible timeline)

1) Creation  

Genesis 1,  Psalm 19:1-4

 - God created the world with his voice, (earth, universe, plants, animals, breathed life into man), 
and God says in Hebrews 1 that he upholds the universe by the word of his power. And in 
Psalm 19, God says that what he has made proclaims who he is. 

 - Psalm 19 (NIV) “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands  2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  3 They 
have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.  4 Yet their voice[b] goes out 
into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.

 - This is God’s general revelation of himself to all the world. Romans 1 says that by his creation, 
man is left without excuse of knowing and seeing that there is a God.
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In the movie “Contact”, Jodie Foster is a scientist and atheist, in last line of movie, has this to 
say about universe, “I'll tell you one thing about the universe, though. The universe is a pretty 
big place. It's bigger than anything anyone has ever dreamed of before. So if it's just us... seems 
like an awful waste of space. Right?”

I would disagree here and say that in the whole of the universe, in every unexplored and 
unimagined galaxy, THERE IS NOT ONE OUNCE OF WASTED SPACE! Because every bit of it 
is God revealing HIS GLORY AND MAJESTY to us! Shouting at us! The enormity of the 
universe screams at us the glory of God! Calls out to us to look and take notice and hear God 
saying, “Do you see me now?” We know what God is like by his creation. There is order, there is 
beauty, there is creativity, there is humor, there is pragmatism, there is engineering, there is love 
and goodness. 

Take a walk in park in the Spring, get out of the city and look up on clear night, stand on the 
edge of the beach, and see if you hear God speaking in more clear way. Ask, “God, what are 
you saying about yourself right now to me?”

How else do we see God speak?

2) Directly to people (OT)

 - Genesis 1:28, Genesis 3, rest of Genesis (and Bible!)

 - Here is perhaps the most amazing aspect of God’s voice. He speaks directly to man. This is at 
the heart of Genesis and all throughout OT. 

To Adam, Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, etc. 

In London studying Hebrew, we were asked to read aloud in class in Hebrew. We all came to 
love this phrase “wayomer elohim”  וַּיֹּאמֶר אֱֹלהִ֗ים   or “wayomer yahway”  וַּיֹּאמֶר יְהוָ֗ה  “And God 
said” or “And the LORD said”.  It’s repeated over & over again.

God speaking directly with people. The first voice Adam ever heard was God’s. God spoke to A 
& E. Through his communication with them, He gave them instruction, warning, purpose - he 
gave them relationship.

One of the first things we need to acknowledge is that God’s voice is an act of grace. God didn't 
have to communicate with his creation. But he did. Graciously. 

Through his communication with Adam and Eve, they enjoy a perfect relationship with God. 

But then comes Genesis 3, the fall. There comes a competing voice. A serpent’s voice. A voice 
that questions God, takes God’s Word and twists it, changes it. 

We could do a whole sermon looking at how Satan twists and changes God’s Word, and how 
Satan is still doing that today in our lives. But let me just say that we live in a supernatural world. 
The Bible is clear about this. God has an enemy, Satan. Satan is at war with God and his chief 
battleground is the minds and souls of man. He is a liar, father of lies and is out to steal, kill and 
destroy us (Jn 8,10)
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For some of you, there is a competing, compelling voice in your life right now - offering you 
pleasure, in form of a relationship you know is wrong, in form of sexual enticement, in form of 
money in your pockets, in form of a comfortable lifestyle that will deaden your spiritual senses. I 
don't know. Some of you need to hear God’s voice today, the voice of truth, exposing this 
demonic voice in your life. Hear God say “RUN!!!” “FLEE” - “RUN TO ME!”

So we must pray and think hard so we know how to listen to the voice of God and not be 
swayed by the voice of the devil and the voice of our broken culture. 

God’s gracious voice in the midst of sin.

Back to Genesis 3. Adam and Eve give in to the deception, choose their own way and sin 
against God. They rebel. The defiantly reject the voice of God. 

What will happen? The first great drama of the Bible? What will God’s reaction be? 

Will he totally remove himself and kill them right then and there? End his relationship with 
humans forever? NO!!

Genesis 3:8-9 “8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 

God’s voice is there. They hide. He calls out to them. God Pursues them. THIS IS GRACE!! 

Yes, their relationship changes. Their sin is now the great obstacle to perfect fellowship with 
God. But God provides an answer in salvation for their sin, and while they are still in their sin, 
He maintains a relationship. God doesn't check out. 

NO BROKEN FELLOWSHIP

My story of 1st pornography, dad catching me in it. He spoke to me IN GRACE! I’m tempted too”

In midst of my sin, dad’s voice was not silent. He spoke to me. He dealt with me graciously in 
my sin. “I love you son. I am tempted with this too.” 

My dad, in a Christ-like way, met me in my sin, humbled himself to identify with me in my sin. He 
didn't stay high up in some holy hill. He came down and got in the mud with me to live life with 
me. This is what Christ did in taking our sin on himself. “Your sin is my sin.”

So in our sin, God’s voice is not silent. 

Some of you really need to hear that this morning. Perhaps there are scales over your ears, that 
Satan is fighting to keep them there. And Christ is coming to you this morning, speaking to you, 
speaking to you, saying “I love you. I see your sin. I have taken that sin on myself. Don't you 
beat yourself up for it, I was already beaten for it. Hear my voice - trust in me.”
3) Through OT Law/Scriptures 
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As the history of the OT progressed, God’s Word was written down. The first recording of this is 
the monumental time in the life of Israel - God had just rescued them out of Egypt and was 
telling them that he was going to be their God and they were going to be his people in covenant 
relationship with him. At the center of that covenant relationship with his people was his Word to 
them, His Words of the Covenant (Ex 34:28). 

There’s much to say about it, which I don't have time, but suffice it to say that God’s spoken 
Word to Moses written down was the heart of their covenant with God. It was how they were to 
live under God’s rule and in relationship with him, treasuring him above all else.

The rest of the OT history for Israel was how God’s people either lived by God’s Word or 
rejected it. 

This is how King David spoke about God’s Word.

Psalm 19
7  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple; 
8  the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes; 
9  the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 
10  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11  Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

To David, God’s Word was his life. 

So often we see the Bible, especially the OT as just a book of rules. Archaic. 

Story: Kim’s letter to me at camp. Read and reread them. Her perfume on them. My deodorant 
on mine!  They were my life! My love letters.

David saw the scriptures as God’s personal Word to him that he treasured, that brought him life 
and joy, that brought him into communion with God.  

We see the same in the lives of NT believers. Jesus himself lived in accordance with the OT 
scriptures and considered the OT writings as God’s inspired Word. (“and (God) said”…NOT 
“Moses said” - Matt 19:4-5) 

 - He lived his life meditating on them and obedient to them, “Man cannot live by bread alone but 
by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” (Matt 4:4)

4) OT Prophets 

A large part of the OT Scriptures first was delivered by the Prophets of God, the mouthpieces of 
God who were constant reminders to the people, whether with a word of promise, warning, or 
judgement, that God was speaking to them. Even in their worst of times, in total calamity, God 
spoke to his people. Their stories are amazing! But I most move on! 

 Jones �5



Feb 21, 2016

5) Through Jesus - John 1, Hebrews 1, 

Hebrews 1:1-3 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.”

Here, we have God’s voice with flesh on. Jesus is the climax of God’s revelation.

Everything God said through his scriptures in the OT were pointing to and finally fulfilled in 
Jesus. And at the heart of God speaking to us from then to now and into eternity is Jesus. 

Marvel at the life of Christ. Let Christ speak to you today as you read about his life in the 
gospels.

6) Acts 

The book of Acts is the historical record of the first Christians and the forming of the Church. It 
might be my favorite book in the Bible! 

In Acts, the mission of establishing the church and saving souls is accomplished by the 
Word of God - His Word heard and proclaimed!

It is this driving force, almost like an unstoppable heard of galloping horses in the open plains. 

God’s Word has been thundering throughout history, gathering momentum, and in Acts, with the 
death, resurrection, and ascension of the Son of God to glory as the King of Kings, God’s Word 
explodes with great power set aflame by the Holy Spirit! And NOTHING can stand in its way!

Acts 2, Pentecost - The Holy Spirit comes on the disciples and they proclaim the excellencies of 
God in tongues, in foreign languages, that people hear and understand. Then Peter stands up 
and preaches, the voice of God being heard through Peter, and 3000 people accept the Lord!

They keep preaching and witnessing, this gospel is spreading throughout the whole region!

Acts 8 - God speaks to Philip through an angel. The angel sends him to a road, where there is a 
Gentile. And the Holy Spirit speaks to Philip and tells him to go up to the man. The gentile 
pagan man was reading Isaiah! about the servant of God led like a lamb to the slaughter! And 
he said, “Who is this talking about?” And Philip shared about Christ and the gentile pagan was 
saved and baptized!

God’s SPOKEN WORD directed the man to the WRITTEN WORD which led to the 
PROCLAIMED WORD of God! (vs 35 “Philip opened his mouth”) 

Acts 9, Paul has a vision of Jesus, and hears the voice of Jesus as he calls him and saves him. 
Now Paul is on the attack spreading the Word of God!
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Acts 10 - Cornelius, a gentile who feared God gets a vision of an angel “Go get Peter”. Next 
day, God speaks to Peter and gives him a vision, explaining the message he wants Peter to 
relate. Peter shares it to Cornelius and family and they accept Christ as Lord! 

Acts 12 - All of sudden king Herod silences the voice of God! He kills James, an apostle! And he 
imprisons Peter, the leader of the church in Jerusalem! What will happen?? Will God’s voice be 
snuffed out? NO!

God sends an angel and rescues Peter!! 

What happens to Herod?? ACTS 12:20-24

NOT the voice of God! But a man! A man in rebellion to God - and God smotes him there on the 
spot! “And he breathed his last” - no more voice.

NEXT VERSE 24 - “BUT the word of God increased and multiplied.”

WOW!!  (Have to stop in Acts there!)

And it kept multiplying and has been multiplying ever to this day!! 

7) NT Scriptures

 - Just as God provided His word in the form of the Old Testament scriptures. In the same way 
God sovereignly put together the inspired writings of the New Testament. Jesus said that when 
he ascended he would send the Spirit who would remind them of his teachings and guide them 
into all truth. And this is what the Spirit did in the writers of the New Testament. 

++ IF you are interested in discussing more about the canon of scriptures, I’d love to talk with 
you about that later. 

This book is what the early Christians and all Christians throughout church history have been 
living by, basing their lives on. 

So what we have here, in our hands, is the direct revelation of God in the form of a book. 
As 2 Timothy 3:16 says “ALL Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, correcting, 
rebuking, and training in righteousness so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.”

God-breathed…the words of God.  In. Your. Hands.

Do you believe this? 

Do you believe this bible you hold in your hands is God’s divinely inspired word, so that when 
you read it, you read the mind and will of God. Or it is as if He, God, was sitting next to you in 
the chair having a conversation with you.

It is living today! It is powerful today! 
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Heb 4:12 “ For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

My friends, do not neglect the reading of your Bible. It is God’s authoritative, inerrant, sufficient 
voice in our lives. It is a treasure (as previously mentioned).

God does speak to us today outside of the Bible, but the Bible is our foundation. Nothing 
God speaks or reveals to us outside of the Bible, if it is truly from God, will ever 
contradict his revealed will in the Bible. 

So the Bible is our guide. Our authoritative source. If we NEVER have a dream or a vision or an 
audible voice or a prophetic word given to us, that is ok. The scriptures are sufficient to lead us 
to salvation to God through Jesus and through the empowering of the Holy Spirit, they can lead 
us to have an intimate, vibrant walk with Him! 

We can NEVER say God is silent in our lives when we have the Bible in our hands. Pray for 
God to guide you and speak to you through the scriptures empowered by His Spirit. 

8) Today - Through the Holy Spirit in various ways

Remember: Holy Spirit is the Spirit of TRUTH!

“Only in TRUTH does the TRUE Spirit TRULY move.”

First how does he speak?

1) Through proclamation of the Gospel…through YOU!

First, When you proclaim the message of the gospel, you are the Spirit-empowered Word of 
God to someone.

This is what happened w/ Joe Higgins and Chris Smith. Chris was God’s Word supernaturally 
proclaimed to Joe! 

2) Through Spiritual Gifts of the church:

God has given the church spiritual gifts to equip the church to carry out its ministry until Christ 
returns.

Serving, encouraging, healing, giving wisdom, giving prophetic words, speaking in tongues and 
interpreting tongues, loving people in the power of the Holy Spirit.  In doing so, we build up each 
other and give a foretaste of God’s kingdom on earth. 

Why we are a part of a church - to be God’s direct hands and mouth in loving and building each 
other up! 
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3) Directly through voice, dreams, visions, etc.

Just as we saw in Acts!

Remember Philip and the Enuch?

Story of Chandler: Canceled Meeting, Bob, counselor, ”What is God doing tonight? Let’s ask 
him. Pray and write down what God says.”

“Whataburger on South 27th street. Black man in grey pants, black shirt. Pink Pig tails.”

“Let’s go find out”. No one there. In this guy walks. Talks w/ elder. Thomas, what are you doing 
here. Chandler showed him the paper. This man sat down and sobbed and sobbed. Thomas 
knew Bob. “10 yrs ago, I brought to you my young daughter who was assaulted by my brother. 
Remember, she wore pink pig tails. She is now in her 20’s and was arrested that day for 
narcotics. And he’d been trying to get her out of jail. Couldnt. He was exhausted. They prayed 
and prayed. He goes home. 2 days later, Thomas calls him. While they were praying, someone 
from prison fellowship came and shared the gospel to his daughter and she accepted the Lord!”

Remember Paul and the vision of Jesus (multiple visions)?

Story of Lazarus Yeghnaazar story: (from sermon at Westminster Chapel):

Lady suffering from infections skin disease in Iran - recently she was arrested after 7 yrs. of 
being a believer. Her testimony - doctors couldn't help her, she was dying. Help had not come 
that day to help her. She doesn't know why, she cried out “Issa (Jesus), YOU do something!” 
Gate, bang bang. It took her 10 minutes to get to take. An awesomely handsome man with white 
robe smiling. She didn't realize it was Jesus. “Did you say anything?” “No!” she said. She closed 
the door! Why did i close the door? She opened the door and no one was there. Was this a 
dream she said?? She said her attention went to her side. Felt like a vaccuum cleaner was 
cleaning her skin. She ran up stairs…I ran, haven't ran in 7 months! She went upstairs and 
checked her skin - new skin! She said “Issa, if this was you, I need to talk with you!” Bang bang 
bang. Same man was standing there. Overwhelmed by his beauty, his presence! Jesus said, 
“You called me” She said “I’m healed” and she smiled. Jesus said “anything else?”  She said 
“no”. Jesus said “ok i’m going”. When she went upstairs, she thought no! I should have asked 
more! I don't know your book! I don't know how to live as a christian! “Issa, one more time, I 
need you!” Bang bang bang. She went to the gate. As soon as she opened it, a lady rushed in 
carrying something wrapped in newspaper. The shopkeeper from down the street. I have heard 
you became a christian. “Yes!” Heart is pounding. She speaks quickly - This is the New 
Testament! You are going to laugh at me, but there is something called the Holy Spirit, yes? 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And He told me right now, at this moment, urged me, come to you 
this moment and give this to you! I have to go - bye bye!“ She took the bible, followed the Lord, 
shared gospel for 7 years, built house churches, and was arrested last week (of giving this 
sermon).
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Remember Cornelius and Peter - their vision and message from Angel

Max Stiles - 

Nestron, muslim girl, 17 yr old in Terhan - a girl never seen a church or held a bible, in the 
shower “I”m going to wash you of your sin”. She goes to her Mosque, to her Imam (spiritual 
counselor) and says “I heard a voice” and told her what the voice said - “Who’s that?” she 
asked. The Imam said “that was Jesus, he ’s the only prophet that talks that way” - Thanks, and 
she went home. 

On the same day, her sister in the Netherlands, a secret believer, has a woman come up to her 
and tell her she had a dream last night, and she never has dreams. But it’s so real that I have to 
tell you. I dreamed you were sitting on a bed and you were talking to women about Jesus, in 
Tehran, I think you are suppose to go home. The sister said, “I cant go home, I don't have 
money for a plane ticket.” “You don't understand” the woman said. “This dream was so real that 
I bought a ticket for you, here you go.” The sister goes home, doesn't know what to do, she 
goes to her house. She knocks on door and Nestron and her mother open it. The sister said “I 
don't know why i’m here”. Nestron says “We know why you are here. Jesus has spoken to me 
and you are here to tell us about him b/c you have been living in Christian country.” The sister 
sat Nestron and her mother down on the bed and explained the gospel, and they became 
believers.

You can choose to believe these are from Christ, or like some, you can say they are from 
satanic forces, but last time I checked, Satan wasn't in the business of saving souls and turning 
them to Christ!

The Bible is clear. God still speaks today. Are you listening? 

9) Face to Face in Eternal Kingdom - 

Revelation 21:5-7, 22:4 - We will live in the presence of God hearing him and seeing him face to 
face for all eternity!

Communion Lead-In!

God speaks to us in the Lord’s Supper. He has given us this supper of divine grace to remind us 
and communicate to us his love for us in the death of his son. Hear him this morning as you 
take the Lord’s Supper, celebrating his death and resurrection and looking forward to when he 
comes again when you will hear his voice with your own ears. Brothers and sisters in Christ, you 
make take the Lord’s supper.
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