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A Greater Glimpse | Holiness, The Ultimate Party 

Revelation 15 

New Series: The Cross Changes Everything 

What Holiness Is 

• Holiness — Speaking of God, he "is separated from sin and is devoted to seeking his own 
honor" (Grudem). 


• So holiness, for us, is to likewise be separate from sin and to seek God's honor (Lev. 20:26; 
1 Pet. 1:16 – "you shall be holy for I am holy"). We are to come out of patterns of sin...


How does holiness make you feel? 

• What emotions do you feel when you hear the word, holiness? 

- Shame? Are you reminded of your repeated and hated failures? 

- Numb, hard? Do you withdraw from the message?

- Helpless? Impossible to achieve?


• Holiness felt like bad news to me. It was a mirror reminding me of my inability to change?


What A Preacher Told Me... 

• February 1997, barely 23-years-old the gospel became good news to me

• I toiled for years trying to lay hold of something I already had – God's acceptance & 

unbreakable love

• What a preacher told me — Romans 4:1-4:


- 1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 

flesh? (Chief patriarch of the Jews; chosen to ring about salvation to Jews & Gentiles)

- 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 

before God. (Flesh = works; our own goodness is of no merit before God)

- 3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 

as righteousness." (He was considered righteous only by his belief; righteousness was 
bestowed on him by God alone)


- 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
(Attempting to earn my place in God only led to more indebtedness; I remembered all 
the times I felt a sense of righteousness when I did well that never endured because 
it wasn't long before I sinned again. And I sinned far more often than I got it right.)


• But I didn't understand works
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- I quit trying...initially the reprieve from striving was wonderful;

- But after a while I noticed that my righteous standing before God didn't automatically 

lead to righteous living. Holiness doesn't just happen.

- So I turned back to the bible and discovered good, biblical works.

- My gratitude for God's grace never left me. Striving for him seemed appropriate — to 

exchange my ways for his; to repent of my sins (change my mind and behavior). So 
when the Scriptures command believers to seek holiness, I realized that we aren't 
being commanded to save ourselves; we're being commanded to worship.


- Now I get it. I strive and sometimes I fail. But because I am and will never be under 
any condemnation, I can feel appropriate guilt when I sin against a holy God; yet I 
can live in joyful expectation because Jesus was punished in my place, and despite 
my many failings, God's love for me will never be quenched. 


But Holiness Is More Than This (Individualism)! 

• Here's what should come to mind when we think of God's holiness: The best, most euphoric 
party the universe has ever seen.


• Today's text: "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are 

holy." (Rev. 15:4)

- God's name is so holy that when he is fully revealed, praise will be irresistible.

- Peace, tranquility, euphoria, joy and gladness, deep relief, victory (finally!)

- Contradiction: Religious south, monotonous singing & awe-inspired sports 

fanaticism. 

- Exalt, praise, "get happy," rejoice, sing, experience euphoria, deep relief, etc.


• 2 Chronicles 20:21— Singers appointed to praise the beauty of God's holiness (not power);

• Psalm 50:4 — We are to give thanks, not to his name or his mighty name, but his holy name;

• Psalm 97:2 — We are to celebrate his holy name. The holiness of his character is what calls 

for a party. 


Text — Revelation 15 
Context:

• Revelation isn't necessarily chronological;

• 4 different visions from four different perspectives on God's judgement;


• Here, evil is about to be fully and finally destroyed (the next few chapters give us different 
camera angles on how God will bring history to its conclusion);


• Outline:

- Verse 1 — Glimpse of the angels who will inflict the last plagues of judgement;
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- Verses 2-8 — heavenly worship contrasted with those who will be judged 
(worshippers aren't necessarily all deceased Christians);


- Chapter 16 — The execution of God's full wrath ("bowls")


1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which 

are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. 

2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire-and also those who had 

conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass 

with harps of God in their hands. 

• Sea of Glass — First mentioned in chapter 4; tranquility/peace contrasts earthly seas which 
represent terror, uncertainty, risk, death, Sheol; from which the beast emerged, the enemy of 
God's people (governments; institutions; persecuting nations; predominant ways of thinking 
that made the church a pariah in some places throughout history; etc.)


• Worshipers — Rev. 12:11: "And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by 

the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death."


3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great 

and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of 

the nations!  

• Medley, compilation of two songs, making one new one that puts an exclamation point at 
history's end:


- Song of Moses, Exodus 15 — "1 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this 

song to the LORD, saying, "I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 2 The LORD is my strength and 

my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my 

father's God, and I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his 

name. 4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen 

officers were sunk in the Red Sea...7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow 

your adversaries; you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble...13 "You 

have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; you have 

guided them by your strength to your holy abode...18 The LORD will reign forever 

and ever." 

• God triumphs in the end – you'll see;

• God has been my strength through tremendous adversity; even demonic;

• Embedded in this is the fact that God was always in control, maneuvering 

history according to his mysterious and holy purpose!
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- Song of the Lamb — Harkens to the sacrificial death, glorious resurrection, and 
coming judgement 


4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will 

come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 


• All nations will find eternal pasture in God's presence; all people will enter into eternal joy 
because God won.


5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 

6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright 

linen, with golden sashes around their chests. 

7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the 

wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 

8 and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one 

could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 

•

Conclusion 
• Holiness is not, first and foremost, individualistic. Holiness is fundamentally about God and, 

in contrast, how badly our sick world needs to see the glory of his holy name. God's holiness 
is the opposite of greed, poverty, racism, bigotry, injustice, fear, violence, terror, meanness, 
corruption, crime...


• We pray for his holiness now out of a longing to see our world restored. We celebrate his 
holiness in the future when he has judged all evil behind the brokenness of our world, when 
tears will no longer be shed.


• We will struggle with God's holiness if we begin with our own personal righteousness (or lack 
of). We will grow into a celebration of God's holiness if we think of it first as the balm for our 
broken world. A balm that we all, individually, need.


• Holiness is far more than being good. It is to be set apart for God, having broken the world's 
influence on my identity (how I see myself)...it is to no longer swim in the flow of abusive 
relationships, mean-spirited, manipulative politics, exploitative sex, medicating substance 
abuse (even drinking just for a buzz), audacious rebellion and disobedience and disrespect, 
systemic lying and deception and cheating, greedy materialism, angry outbursts and the like. 
It's to no longer see that lifestyle as being an option to get ahead in life. It's to reject the 
cowardly excuse of living this was because "it's the only way to survive this world."
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