
November 27, 2016

The Father’s Gift | The Gift of Us 

John 17:1-5, Colossians 2:11-15 

Announcements 

• First-time visitors 

• Membership, Community Group. Midweek, Youth, Kids Ministry 

• Christmas Eve — 5:00-6:15pm  

• New Years Day — Giving volunteers a break 

• Advent Devotional and Wreaths 

• Cry Room 

Text 

John 17:1-5 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, [2] since you have given him authority over all 

flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. [3] And this is eternal life, that they know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. [4] I glorified you on earth, having 

accomplished the work that you gave me to do. [5] And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 

with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.  

Colossians 2:11-15 

“In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body 

of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, [12] having been buried with him in baptism, in which 

you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from 

the dead. [13] And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the record of 

debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He 

disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” 
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Teaching 

[1] When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, …  

• "A holy ground chapter" – Alistair Begg 

• We are being invited into Jesus' mystery and sacredness...the fear and longing... 

• He has already been betrayed — tomorrow will be excruciating for him 

• What he already said: 

- He claimed that he is the way, truth, and life – he is our guide along the path, he 

is the path, and he is the destination the path leads; 

- He indicated that he was going to be departing, but that he would send the 

Spirit in his physical absence; 

- He reiterated that he is the vine and we are the branches — that we must abide 

in him — critical because we, his followers, will face hardship, but we should 

take comfort in the fact we didn’t choose him, but he has chosen us; 

- He told his disciples that any sorrow we might experience will be turned to joy 

— to take heart because he has overcome this sorrowful world. 

• What does he mean that he has overcome the world? 

- Tomorrow, he will die... 

- Colossians 2:15  — “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 

open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” 

- Context: 2:11-14 — “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision 

made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 

Christ, [12] having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 

from the dead. [13] And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven 

us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 

with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
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- "He died on the cross, by bearing the sin that was their claim and hold on 

human beings" (T. Constable). 

- This prayer encapsulates all of this! He has overcome and sends us in... 

- John 16:33: "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 

the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." 

[1] … he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 

your Son that the Son may glorify you,[2] since you have given him authority over all 

flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  

• "the hour has come; glorify your Son" 

- Jesus isn’t being arrogant. Glory and radiance is who Jesus is. It is the truth 

about him. 

- Motive: "that the Son may glorify you" 

• 3 Gifts (verse 2) – authority (live under his reign), eternal life & People — Believers 

are the Father’s gift to the Son 

• Implication: We are loved as much as Jesus is loved by the Father (verse 23) 
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• Jesus loves you and desires to be with you. 

[3] And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent.  

• In the context of the above verse (that we are gifts to Jesus)…eternal life is 

embedded in a chapter in which Jesus thanks God for the gift of us…5 times! 

• From “What do I get our of this?” to “What does God get out of it?” 

• More precisely: “How does my salvation — an invaluable, eternal gift from God — 

bring God the glory due him? How does my salvation work into God’s overall, 

masterplan to save all humanity, to bring about the New Creation, and to cause every 

molecule to rejoice in him? 

[4] I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.  

• Jesus is showing us what it looks like to glorify God... 

- Embraced humanity – left heavenly splendor, humbling himself, being born 

under the law and in the midst of demonic powers; 

- Teaching the ways of God – God's vision for the way this world ought to be; 

- Demonstration of mercy to the broken-hearted; 

- Demonstration of righteous anger against systems of oppression; 

- Healing broken bodies, raising up dead bodies; 

- His intimacy with the Father; 

- His training of the twelve and the commission to do the same; 

- His crucifixion... 

• Work: ...and the cross (so resolved, he spoke of it as accomplished) 

[5] And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with 

you before the world existed. 
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• This prayer is a frame for the Christian life. 

• A frame for our suffering – he's overcome the world and sends us into it... 

- John 16:33: "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 

the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." 

Challenge 

• This prayer encapsulates our lives in Christ. 

• His deepest longing — to be restored to his glory, his fellowship amongst the 

Trinity / Our deepest longing — To know him 

• What does God get out of this? Will you begin to conceive of your relationship with 

God this way? 

• What do you make of the weighty truth that if you are a believer, you were chosen by 

God the Father as a gift for his Son?  

• Will you remember that God treasures you? That he knows what’s best for you? 

(IMHO: This is the hardest aspect to grasp concerning faith)
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