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The Father’s Gift | In The World & In His Name 

John 17:11-16 

Text — John 17:11-16 

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. [12] 

While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, 

and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

[13] But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy 

fulfilled in themselves. [14] I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 

are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. [15] I do not ask that you take them out of the 

world, but that you keep them from the evil one. [16] They are not of the world, just as I am not of 

the world. 

Teaching 

• Illustration: I heard about a story in which a mother was arrested because she went 

away on vacation with her new boyfriend and left her small children alone at home.  

[11] And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 

one, even as we are one.  

• “World” — “doesn’t mean simply the physical universe as we know it. It means the 

world insofar as it has rebelled against God, [the world which] has chosen darkness 

rather than light, and [the world which] has organized itself to oppose the creator.”  1

 Ibid. 95.1
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- Jesus is anticipating life for his disciples after his ascension  

- Whenever he refers to "the world," this is what he has in mind. 

- Life in a tragic world...with a faithful God 

• “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me" 

- Verse 6: Jesus claimed that he manifested God's name to his disciples and they, in 

response, have kept God’s word. They have received God’s word, Jesus said in 

verse 8, and believed.  

- Name — Identity; what the person is about; who a person is; Why do we need 

to know a stranger’s name whom we've just met? To break through the darkness 

that separates us; to begin to grasp that person’s ways, that person’s nature, 

that person’s way of thinking and looking at the world. Knowing a person’s 

name is the first step into a person’s life.  

- "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 

world." (Verse 6) 

• The effect of God's manifested name — "out of this world": Redemptive more 

than intellectual...no longer rebellious...in union with him... 

• Moses at burning bush — “Yahweh” (to a people who weren’t familiar with 

God or his plans for them — they were in captivity; they thought they needed 

only deliverance, but God planned from the beginning to raise them up as 

deliverers so that Israel would bring God’s blessings to the rest of the earth. 

• Exodus 3 

1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, 

the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of 

fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it 

was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, "I will turn aside to see this great sight, why 

the bush is not burned." 4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God 
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called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then he 

said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you 

are standing is holy ground." 6 And he said, "I am the God of your father, the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for 

he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then the LORD said, "I have surely seen the 

affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 

taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out of 

the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and 

broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey...  

13 Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what 

shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say 

this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 15 God also said to Moses, 

"Say this to the people of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is my 

name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

• Hebrews 1:1-3: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 

by the prophets, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. [3] He is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power.” 

• Jesus’ followers accepted that he came from God, that he manifested God’s 

nature, he manifested God’s personality, he manifested God’s ways, God’s 

approach to life, God’s standards, God’s convictions, and God’s character. He 

also manifested God's love and care for his broken people. They believed that 

knowing Jesus was the same as knowing the Creator God himself. Jesus has 

revealed God’s plans for all creation; Jesus is the key to understanding the 
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meaning of all things, past, present, and future. Jesus is the way to eternity. 

And they believed Jesus is God. And because they believed, they were 

saved...redeemed...taken "out of this world." 

• So Jesus prays to God that the Spirit would keep his followers in God’s name. 

• Ultimate effect: “that they may be one, even as we are one.”  

- Notice that Jesus didn’t ask God to keep his people in his name, protecting their 

faith, so that they would make it to heaven, but so that we would be one.  

- Preserve our faith so that we will be one. This is maybe one of the most un-imitated 

prayers of Jesus.  

- Notice the absence of words like “sin” and “repentance” and “change.”  That’s 

not to say that Jesus doesn’t care about those things, because he speaks of them 

elsewhere. But here, it seems, as Jesus is anticipating death and his physical 

absence from his disciples, the concern that weighs most on him most isn’t us 

getting our heads screwed on straight. It’s not that we get “fixed.”  His primary 

concern is that we become one and live as one. 

- Many of us view God and all the machinery of church as resources to repair our 

lives. Jesus has an entirely different view of healing and wholeness: union 

with one another. In the same way that Jesus yearns to be restored to his glory 

so he can enjoy unity with God, he yearns for us to have that same union with 

one another.  

- This isn't an add-on. It's fundamental to salvation. 

- Why?  

• In the same way that Jesus belongs with the Father, believers belong with one 

another — in close, confessional, vulnerable, grace-filled, trying, and courage-

imparting relationships.  (Trying: Because we still live in a fallen world.) 

• Common Grace: Will Smith’s character in Collateral Beauty: “Life is about 

people. We’re here to connect.”  
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[12] While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 

have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled.  

[13] But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 

have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  

[14] I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not 

of the world, just as I am not of the world.  

• Receiving God’s word is the mortar of us. It’s the key to pure joy.  

• I don’t think Jesus is saying that the act of reading the bible is pure joy. Sometimes 

that’s hard. I don’t think he’s saying that participating in a bible study is pure joy. 

Sometimes bible studies feel redundant and even feel pointless — especially when 

you’ve done it so many times. Joy comes in how our lives are reshaped by God’s 

word.  

• Now remember that these people didn’t have bibles. So they experienced God’s word 

in the context of relationship and community. It wasn’t a private practice. But 

fundamentally, there was an engine that drove their relationships and their study of 

the scriptures — and it should ours, as well: they believed and clung to Jesus’ 

command to abide in him. They believed what Jesus said two chapters earlier. He is 

the vine and we (believers) are the branches. We must abide in him. If we don’t we 

won’t bear fruit and non-fruit-bearing branches will be cut off and thrown into the 

fire. These folks weren’t trying to work the bible into their lives. They adopted the 

posture that their whole lives had to be turned upside down (that they needed to 

remain in repentance) and reframed by God’s word. GK Chesterton famously said, 

“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found 

difficult; and left untried.” — G.K. Chesterton 
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• Receiving God’s word is far more than mentally ascending to it, merely admitting 

that it’s true. It’s the cultivated conviction that the scriptures are the word of God 

and I must be owned by those words.  

[15] I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one. [16] They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

• Consider this:  

- We have been trained in our little corner of the Christianized world to read 

God’s word to get something out of it.  

- We have been trained to view the Bible as a resource to repair our lives, guide us 

down a path in which we can reach our dreams, and to make us emotionally 

happy. Who wouldn't love this kind of Jesus? 

- But the scriptures are given to us to reform us, reshape us, retrain us… 

- What if you began to approach every sermon with pen in hand and heart wide 

open with the posture of, “Jesus, retrain me”?  What if you prayed a prayer that 

went something like this every time you came face-to-face with God’s word: 

“Jesus, I submit myself to you. Show me my rebellion, my brokenness. Reform 

me.” 
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