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The Father’s Gift | Kept By Him 

John 17:11-19 

Text — John 17:11-19 

11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 

12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 

them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 

my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them 

out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am 

not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also 

may be sanctified in truth. 

Where we’re going… 

Part 1: We Have Been Made One 

Part 2: We Have Access to Jesus’ Rich Joy  

Part 3: We Can Be Reshaped By God’s Word  

Verses 11-12 — We Have Been Made One 

11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
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12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 

them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled. 

• Jesus manifested God’s name (Yahweh), Kept his disciples in his name, and is 

asking God to keep us in his name that we might be one. 

- To be kept in God’s name = Nurtured in God’s ways (holiness, love, care) 

- Accomplished through our becoming one (at salvation, but must be lived out) 

1 John 1:1-4 — 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our 

hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen 

it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 

and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 

also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete. 

- In verse 12, Jesus asked God to make his disciples one. How would your 

relationship with the people of your church change if God's answered this 

prayer in your life? 

Verses 13-14 — We Have Access to Jesus’ Rich Joy 

13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy 

fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 

are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

• Jesus is excavating this world with his word and ushers his disciples into joy. 
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- World = “the world…as it has rebelled against God, [the world which] has 

chosen darkness rather than light, and [the world which] has organized itself 

to oppose the creator.”  1

John 15:3 — Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 

- Saved? Being rescued by Jesus puts us at odds with the world. 

- His “Joy fulfilled in themselves” 

Hebrews 12:1-2 — 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 

us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

- Illustration — My experience of finding joy 

- Pastors are emotionally unhealthy — alone and called upon to wow 

- Cohort — Gave me an avenue to be known and cared for 

- Surprise — My prayers changed…the brokenness I had been saddled 

with for so long that I despised began to power a yearning for God I 

hadn't had in years. And it also gave me a deepening desire to be with 

you.  

- This world is tragic. So we opt for the pursuit of happiness over joy, 

which necessarily leads to a deformed soul, a host of addictions, and 

story after story of relational brokenness.  

- The irony of this passage is that we can experience Jesus’ joy — his yearning 

for the Father and for his people — despite the pain of dwelling in this world. 

- As you look back at your life, do you pursue happiness or joy? 

- More about his word… 

 Wright, N.T. John For Everyone. Part 2. 95.1
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Verses 17-19 — We Can Be Reshaped By God’s Word 

17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 

them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in 

truth. 

• Sanctified — or reshaped — by God’s word 

- Looking back… 

- Verse 6 — Jesus said his disciples kept his word 

- Verse 7 — Jesus said his disciples believed that everything he had been 

given was from the Father 

- Verse 8 — Jesus said that his disciples believed that he was from the 

Father, sent here from God himself 

- Do you also believe that Jesus’ words are so true that you should 

reorder your life around keeping them? 

- To be sanctified by God’s word, you must believe this. 

- BIG PROBLEM — Our learned approach in the church to God’s word is to 

“work it into our lives”…to make it bite-sized so that it isn’t too disruptive to 

our current patterns, ways, and routine.  

- Counter Objection — So I have to memorize…read…study and feel shame?? 

- Alternative… 

- Sanctification = Set apart for God’s use 

- The way God sets us apart is by making us one together 

- This is more than sentiment…this is immersive… 

- We are to “priest” one another…conspire together to cultivate an 

environment that stimulates joy in Jesus, obedience to Jesus… 

- We should be together often, formed by rhythms of worship… 

- James K.A. Smith: 
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“The church — the body of Christ — is the place where God invites us to 

renew our loves, reorient our desires, and retrain our appetites. Indeed, 

isn’t the church where we are nourished by the Word, where we ‘eat the 

Word’ and receive the bread of life? The church is that household where the 

Spirit feeds us what we need and where, by his grace, we become a people 

who desire him above all else. Christian worship is the feast where we 

acquire new hungers — for God and for what God desires — and are then 

sent into his creation to act accordingly.” — James K.A. Smith, You Are 

What You Love 

- So many people feel guilt for not reading their bibles enough. But what 

if you changed your approach to worship altogether?… 

- Come prepared each Sunday to study, not just listen… 

- Listen to the podcast again… 

- Follow a bible-reading plan, but not to “get something out of it” 

- Participate in a community group or come to Midweek? 

- If you want to know God more intimately, be more intentional 

about knowing your church more deeply. 

• Are you willing to be more intentional in your relationship with your church in 

2017? If so, what does that look like?
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