
Sunday, January 14, 2018

Sunday, January 14 — Gospel-Centered 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11


“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold 
fast to the word I preached to you-unless you believed in vain. 


• Keller: Not A,B,C’s of salvation, but A to Z

• Hold fast: Not “stay saved” (Ephesians 2: miracle of conversion; 1 Cor. New 

creature; Romans: adopted), but keep the gospel central to your identity


• Corinthians: 

- Sexual immorality

- Spiritual gifts (love; alienating brethren & non-believers)

- Drunkenness at communion


3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

• Not proof-texts (though he could have), but how Christ fulfills Israel’s story and 

calling.


4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

• Christ died


• Christ was buried

• Christ was resurrected (note our future)

• Christ was seen by many (vindicated)
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9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any 
of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether 
then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.” 
• Preachers are irrelevant


• The gospel is everything 


6 acts of salvation – the redemptive flow (“according to the scriptures”)


1. Act 1 – Creation: God creates humans in his image and the world for them 
to steward and enjoy for his glory.


2. Act 2 – Rebellion: Humanity’s rebellion against God violated the Shalom of 
God (we disrupted the peace / balance / harmony we had with God).  As a 
result, every human born since has been born with a longing that simply 
cannot be fulfilled, a sense of personal guilt and shame, a need to compete 
with instead of love others, and a dreadful feeling of inadequacy before God 
(even if we don’t believe in God). This also resulted in the created order 
being plunged into the chaos of the loss of shalom and it now rises up 
against us, its stewards, instead of peacefully responding to our lead.


3. Act 3 – Promise: God promised a hero, a savior, in Genesis 3:15 and 
narrowed and expanded that promise through a series of covenants through 
what we know as the Old Testament. The promise is expanded to include 
both the promise of personal renewal (he will give us new hearts, peace with 
him, forgiveness of sins, and a glorious future) and global restoration (there 
will be no more war and even nature’s violence will cease). This promise 
hinges on a clear and simple response from all who thirst for it: faith. God 
promises and simply asks us to believe the promise. Genesis 15:6 
demonstrates that from the beginning, the only requirement for the blessing 
of the promise was faith in the promise (not working for or earning it).
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4. Act 4 – Incarnation: God becomes man and succeeds where Adam and 
Israel failed. And as the perfect Last Adam, he dies for Adam’s children and 
rises again, satisfying God in regards to sin. And through the hearing of the 
gospel, God invites us to redemption through faith in his Son, our Mediator, 
Jesus. We also also get a glimpse of restored humanity as we look upon 
Christ — because as He is, so we shall be. Creation’s steward (humanity) is 
being restored. And we hold to the promise of a renewed and cleansed 
creation.


5. Act 5 – Sending: The Promise is now fulfilled, but is not yet fulfilled. We are 
redeemed, but not yet fully restored. The creation has its king, but the king 
awaits his coronation. We live in the “already-not yet” tension of the “overlap 
of the ages” - the age of the first Adam is coming to an end (an age marked 
by the loss of Shalom) and the age of the Last Adam is coming into being 
(marked by the restoration of Shalom). In this age, we are entrusted with the 
message of the gospel to both grow into, by faith, and share with others so 
they can come to faith. We are to testify (bear witness) of what happened 
and point people to what is coming. The result is that we love people in the 
love we received in both word and deed.


6. Act 6 – Restoration: The Promise is fully realized in a New Heaven and New 
Earth. We will receive new bodies — and while we will remain human, our 
humanity will be shaped after Christ instead of after our first father, Adam. 
We will not be removed from earth to some heavenly sphere. Instead, 
heaven will come down to earth to dwell with men. We will see the complete 
restoration of both humanity and the creation which we will steward eternally 
with Christ for the glory of God.


• Implications: 

- This means the gospel isn’t just about PERSONAL salvation and going to 

heaven. 
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- Nor is it just about GLOBAL restoration and doing good, focusing on 
works of justice. 


- It is not ADVICE on how to live a long and happy life, get out of debt, and 
have a great marriage. 


- It is NEWS about how God is going to glorify himself in his creation in 
spite of our sin.


- The only way to enter into this redemptive flow is to BELIEVE the gospel.


Conclusion – what it means to be “gospel-centered”: 
1. The gospel is the good news of the facts of Jesus’ work of redemption.

2. The gospel is to be received (A story to be entered by faith in Jesus and the 

redemptive flow of God; shaping our identities)

3. The gospel is to be proclaimed by us.

4. The gospel is to be held on to so it can reshape our identities and hearts.
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