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Our Vision For Our Church , Part 2 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit-just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call- 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ's gift. 
8 Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men."  
9 (In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, 
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, 
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13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ, 
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 


Review: Worthy Walking / Mature Manhood 


• v 1: Calling 


• v 2-3: humility, gentleness, patience, enduring love, unity of the 
Spirit


• v 13: “mature manhood”


• A true gospel-centered church culture 


A Little More On Mature Manhood 

• v 13: “...[attaining] to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ”

- Unity of the faith is more than doctrinal synchronization 

- Knowledge = learning and intimacy 
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- Mature manhood: Jesus’ stature  


• John 13: Jesus washed his disciples’ feet (lowly act)

• John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another."


- How can I make this jump?

• v 15-16: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up 

in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”


• Love isn’t merely a vehicle; it’s the goal. 

• Love cannot be developed outside of community 

• Community is a theological conviction for us, not a pragmatic 

way to do church better. 

• Note: Some people emphasize verse 14. Our identity cannot 

be found in what we’re against. Yes, we must be equipped to 
discern and resist those waves and winds of deceit, false 
doctrine, and human wisdom, but our obsession must be love. 


How Can We Cultivate This Culture? 

• v 7-10: 

- Given grace to live this out

- The presence of God is with us — he has filled all things
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- [QUOTE]


• v 11: circular letter to equip churches 


• v 12: leadership trains 

- Leaders are NOT the focus of this passage

- Leaders train

- Members do the work of ministry

- Work of ministry = LOVE


Application 

• Community Group changes


• Practice Acts 2:42-47: scripture, fellowship, communion, prayer 


• Philosophy: Dining Room Table


• Tension: Hospitality AND multiplication 


• Approach:

1. Placement

2. Any member can lead (unleash verse 16)


- 3 to 5 family units 

- Requirements: Member in good standing; Reliable (no 

frivolous cancellations); Teachable (let us train you for 
community); hospitable
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