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Introduction 

What do you do when you receive a tough calling?  

• My friend who worked two jobs and slept 4-hours per night. 

• Many of you whose businesses continue to be impacted by the recession. 

• A couple of friends whose lives have been drastically changed because of the birth of 

their child with serious special needs. 

• What about those among facing he terror of serious illness. 

• Our friends, Joseph & Catherine Peer, who are doing ministry is a difficult part of the 

world. 

• What about our friend Ron Surgeon whose planting churches in apartment 

complexes in neighborhoods that have been abandoned by the church. 

• How many of us, I wonder, go to a job in a toxic workplace everyday.  

Advent meaning  

• Latin, adventus, means coming, and refers to the nativity, the birth of our Savior. 

• But it's also the Latin translation of the word, parousia, in our scriptures (originally 

written in Greek) referring to the Second Coming of Christ. 

• So the season of Advent calls us to gratitude for Christ's first coming and spawns 

anticipation for his second.  

• This word has historically helped the church reconcile the tension that we all feel in 

our daily lives: 
- The Savior came, but we don't always feel safe because this world is still filled 

with unspeakable and unpredictable horrors; 
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- Sometimes we don't feel saved because of the stubborn presence of sin in our 

lives; 
- We often forget the future - a glorious future in which sin and suffering will be 

replaced with light and eternal wholeness. Rather, we're prone to become so 

fixated on our present concerns that the Second Coming has been turned into 

a cartoon or a lifeless, irrelevant doctrine. 
- In response to this slow, often imperceptible erosion of our faith, observing 

Advent has become a helpful tool throughout church history in which we hit 

"pause" and look in on our affections, noting where they're taking us, what the 

condition of our heart is, and What is the trend of my communion with God 

over the last year? 

Transition: What can we learn from a young teenage girl about worshipful 

waiting? 

• Set-up: 
- In one of my favorite all-time books, The Jesus I Never Knew, Philip Yancey 

said that "In the modern United States, where each year [hundreds of 

thousands of] girls get pregnant out of wedlock, Mary's predicament has 

undoubtedly lost some of its force, but in a closely knit Jewish community in 

the first century, the news an angel brought could not have been entirely 

welcome. The law regarded a betrothed woman who became pregnant as an 

adulteress, subject to death by stoning."  1

- Only an angel's appearance to Joseph kept him from terminating his 

engagement with Mary (which was the equivalent to divorce in that culture). 
- This leads to our current story in which Mary, with the mixed emotions of fright 

and worshipful submission, runs to the one person who can console her, relate 

to her, and stand with her: her relative, Elizabeth, who miraculously in her old 

 Upon the writing of this book the unwed teenage birthrate was over 1 million. That figure has dropped significantly 1

since then.  
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age and after a lifetime of barrenness has become pregnant with the child, 

John the Baptist. 
- Yancey goes on to raise some logical questions such as whether or not 

Joseph questioned his angelic experience as "just a dream"; how Joseph and 

Mary's parents - the grandparents of Jesus, felt about this purported virgin 

pregnancy; what sort of treatment Mary received from her friends, "rural 

teenagers" and "villagers who could plainly see" her changing shape. 

• All these factors not only color in the lines of this story, but give a heavy weight to 

Mary's amazing words in what has come to be known as "The Magnificat," Latin for 

"The Magnifying."  

• We are confronted with a teenage girl whose steadfast trust in Yahweh casts a 

shadow over our own feeble faith. Let's listen in as she magnifies our great God. 

Text: Luke 1:46-55 
46-47: And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 

• Sometimes we don't know what we're signing up for. Mary didn't either. She was 

clueless that the king of kings in her womb - the one who would deliver Israel from 

affliction and one day banish all sin from the earth - would be murdered. She knew a 

king and a military general grew within her, yet was oblivious to the horrifying fact that 

the road to the throne went through Golgotha, the cross, that one day she would 

mourn the death of the  child in her womb. But we know what happens with Mary. 

She not only holds on to her faith, she becomes a matriarch in the early church.  

• Many of us, I'm afraid, have lost our childlike faith. We've become cynical and 

negative over the years because following Jesus didn't turn out to be what we 

imagined. God wants to restore your song. He wants you to revel in him and in him 

alone. You see, the mounting disappointments of life have led you to the perfect 

place. Tim Keller, in his book, Walking With God Through Pain And Suffering, said, 
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"When pain and suffering come upon us, we finally see not only that we are not in 

control of our lives but that we never were."  So don't interpret your disappointments 

through cynicism. He is saving you right now! He is breaking your grip on the fleeting 

and unreliable things of this world and he's training your heart to rely fully upon the 

one unchangeable absolute - the only fixed position in our universe - God. The 

seduction, of course, is to find something in this world to replace God with - 

something else to cling to when we discover our house is built on shifting sand. 

We've got to quit naively looking for better and better idols and turn our hearts to the 

living God. 

48-50 - for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation.  

• If God can look upon Mary, a nobody, he hasn't overlooked you (his mercy is for all 

generations). Do you pray with a sense of hopelessness? Do you think fate is in 

control of your life, or that there really isn't any control, that there's only unpredictable, 

relentless chaos and maybe, on occasion, you can convince God to give you a leg up 

every once and a while? You need to remember that God has looked upon your 

humble estate. It's good to be humbled. Needy. Empty-handed. God can always be 

found at the end of your rope. 

• The motive behind being called "blessed" by history's generations isn't so she'll be 

immortalized and famous. She's simply thankful that an ordinary present girl would be 

lifted out of obscurity by the sovereign hand of God. These words are forecasting the 

nature of God's kingdom:  
- God remembers the forgotten;  
- God makes a way for the neglected and the broken;  
- the way of the kingdom is meekness and humility. 
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• When good things happen to you, what do you say to God? I don't often hear people 

connect blessings with God's holiness. "I got a raise this week! Holy is his name!"  

Usually, it's the familiar "...Praise God!"  This reminds us that God's role isn't merely to 

enhance our lives. God is establishing his kingdom. Mary being blessed directly 

correlated with the advancement of God's kingdom. She exclaimed that she was 

blessed not because of some temporal advantage like a larger income, a handsome 

husband, or a posh new home. Mary was rejoicing over a pregnancy that would have 

most certainly been viewed as a scandal. This is no frivolous praise. This is why she 

can exclaim in the same breath, "holy is his name."  There is weight to her praise. 

Even sobriety. Her praise is saturated by the fear of God who is a consuming fire. 

[Verses 51-54: Mary praises God for the way he will upend this world, toppling the power-

hungry and exalting those who suffer. She concludes by recalling God's promise to 

Abraham, that all the nations of the earth would be blessed by his seed, so this is 

thoroughly a gospel-saturated psalm. She's thinking not of herself at all. She's thinking 

about God's rule permeating this world forever.] 

Transition: How can we cultivate the kind of ironclad faith that Mary had?  

• For Mary, she didn't merely agree to faithfully serve God if the possibility of hard times 

arose. Serving God was one-and-the same as agreeing to hardship simply by the 

scandal of being an unwed pregnant girl in that society. In her world, Jesus meant 

peace and pain. 

• But I'm not commending masochism. I'm not saying we should enjoy hard times or 

pray for hard times. But let's get real. Hard times come whether you follow Jesus or 

not. Do you want to be a person of substance like Mary or break like a brittle reed, 

either due to the dehumanizing forces of sin or due to crushing circumstances? 

Conclusion: Let's Follow Along In Mary's Meekness 
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- Receive God's will like Mary: Philip Yancey said that Mary "was the first person to 

accept Jesus on his own terms, regardless of the personal cost." 
- Worship like Mary: Her religion wasn't an inward moralistic stoicism; her words weren't 

narcissistic and self-centered; she openly expressed her love of our magnificent God. 

Her words begin in verse 46 and 47 with the confession, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my savior."  Her entire being was caught up in the awe of 

God. Sometimes we can be crusty evangelicals, but we were made to lift up our voices 

to God. If we don't, the rocks will cry out, Jesus said. (That's New Testament, by the 

way!) 
- Know God's Word like Mary: Notice the content of her prayers - more than spiritual 

sentimentality; her words read like Hannah's in the Old Testament, even the prophet 

Isaiah's; she was thoroughly equipped in the scriptures. How?... 
- Embrace the tradition of Mary: Mary didn't suddenly become a person of stout faith 

when the angel appeared to her or when the Messiah was placed in her womb by the 

Holy Spirit. She already was this quality of person. She was raised and honed in a 

tradition - a community; a synagogue and family - that gave her an anticipation for the 

coming Messiah, a firm grasp on the scriptures. We must make the rhythms of the 

church our own. Make Psalm 1:1-3 your life's mantra: "Blessed is the man who walks 

not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 

scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 

night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and 

its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers."  Be rooted in our church. 
- Hope like Mary: Mary didn't put her trust in any manmade machinery, systems, political 

ideologies, or the pleasures of this world. She put her trust in an unseen kingdom not of 

this world, but one that will arrest the sight of every eye some day. Where did she find 

this strength?... 
- Remember like Mary: that Jesus entered your life. That he loves you. That God hasn't 

abandoned you. Remember the gospel.
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