
Christmas Sunday 

December 21, 2014 

Galatians 4:1-7 

I. Introduction 

A. Slides 

B. We all feel the pressure to perform in order to avoid offending or to maintain a 

relationship 

C. People feel the same way about God (10 Commandments; Beatitudes; etc.) 

D. People are withdrawing from God and people 

E. We all feel the pressure of having to earn our way into relationships and having to 

work at maintaining them. 

II. The Reason For God’s Rules 

A. Keep in mind We are sinners. We need to be shown the way. - Galatians 3:19: 

“Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions.”   

B. God loves us and wants to heal us! His authority isn’t moxie - a show of power. His 

authority is evidence of his love.   

1. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

2. Romans 2:4: “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance 

and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 

repentance?” 

C. God’s commandments are not entry requirements into his kingdom. 

1. God had already rescued Israel from Egypt 

2. God had already made a covenant with Abraham and his children, Israel, long 

before they were born. God’s favor on them was not based on any merit of their 

own. 

3. God gave the Law to Israel to form their identity - it was their national 

constitution. 
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4. As a result, the Law necessarily separated them from other nations. 

D. But Israel miserably failed in walking out their identity…this was a failure of worship 

III. Text: Galatians 4:1-7 

A. Context 

1. “Judaizers”: Faith in Jesus isn’t enough, but living according to the Law of 

Moses. These people were being made to believe that they had to work to be 

loved by God. Worship was turned into duty; obligation; compulsion.  

2. Previous section: Gentiles who have accepted Christ and been baptized into 

him are on the same standing with Jews who have embraced Christ: full-

blooded children of Abraham. 

B. Text: 

[1] I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 

though he is the owner of everything, [2] but he is under guardians and 

managers until the date set by his father. [3] In the same way we also, 

when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 

world. 

a) Jewish legalists ("Judaizers") put a heavy burden on them to perform in order 

to be fully accepted by God. 

b) But the reality is that even the Jews needed deliverance, as well.  

c) They were no different from a slave themselves. Living by the code of the law 

didn't bring them into full knowledge of the gospel, so they had a similar 

plight to the Gentile idol worshipers: they both needed Jesus! 

d) (Paul makes an analogy: The Jews were like an heir waiting for his father to 

give him the estate to manage. But until he was mature enough, he had to 

submit to a custodian. Similarly, the Jews were under the care of the law 

until the appointed time when they would inherit the promise of salvation and 

carry that promise to the nations. So it makes little sense that they would ask 

Gentiles to submit to the old custodian rather than trusting entirely in Jesus.) 
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e) The elementary principles are the “ABCs,” the basics. “Paul is referring to the 

elementary stages of religious experience” (R. Alan Cole). The Jews abided 

by the Law and the Gentiles foolishly trusted in false gods. Both were in 

need of revelation. 

f) ESV Study Bible: “But the additional overtones of demonic bondage in this 
phrase should not be ignored; they were, in terms of their mind-set and life 

situation, under a legalistic system and enslaved.”  Jesus delivered us from 

the present evil age as Paul said back in Galatians 1:4. And he was born 

under the law to deliver us from it. Jews and Gentiles are free! 

[4] But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, [5] to redeem those who were under the law, 

so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
g) “Christ was born under conditions of the law so that he might ransom those 

who were themselves under such conditions.” - R. Alan Cole 

h) Again, why would the Galatians have to start living under the law (from which 

Christ redeemed the Jews) in order to have a relationship with Christ?  

Those who are in Christ are no longer under “a system of attempted self-

justification.” - RAC 

i) This is why Paul is able to say back in 3:28 that “there is neither Jew nor 
Greek…for all are one in Christ Jesus.” 

j) This reconciliation with God is so profound that anyone who abandons their 

ways and follows Jesus is made “Abraham’s offspring,” as Paul says in 3:29. 

Even a former idol-worshiping, immoral pagan! 

[6] And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 

and if a son, then an heir through God. 

k) It's not self-atonement or earning that proves we are children of God.  

l) The presence of the Spirit turns us into God’s children.  

m) Intimate inner witness proves our sonship. 
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IV. Clarification 

A. God has redeemed us from the law, but that doesn’t mean that we don’t have to 

try. The Spirit leads us. Will we follow. The Spirit convicts us of sin. Will we repent? 

The Spirit gives us burdens for ministry - even spiritual gifts. Will we use them? 

B. The greatest obstruction to discipleship in the church is the stubborn, entrenched, 

incorrect idea that if we are truly saved we won’t have to try — that growth should 

just be automatic. 

C. Remember, we are sinners. God loves us and wants to heal us. And the ways of 

God are ours to follow.  

D. So we work. But under the inspiration of the Spirit. We pursue intimacy with God. 

E. Illustration: How I used to go weeks without reading my bible in communion with 

God, but rather to preach. The breaking point for me wasn’t an inward compulsion 

that thrust me into the scriptures and prayer each day. It was the pain of defeat and 

sin in my life. I had to change. God was my only alternative. So I build prayer and 

the reading of scripture into each of my days.  

V. A New Covenant: What It Looks Like To Follow Jesus 

A. What did you expect when you chose to follow Jesus? What did you “sign up for?” 

B. A sign of the Abba Father cry within: Matthew 5:1-11- [1] Seeing the crowds, he 

went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. [2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: [3] “Blessed are 

the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] “Blessed are those 

who mourn, for they shall be comforted. [5] “Blessed are the meek, for they 

shall inherit the earth. [6] “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. [7] “Blessed are the merciful, for 

they shall receive mercy. [8] “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God. [9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 

God. [10] “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [11] “Blessed are you when others 
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revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account. [12] Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

C. Was this your understanding when you “gave your life to Christ?”  That you would 

reorder your life around the values of contentment, suffering and the comfort only 

God can give us, meekness and humility, a growing hunger for righteousness, 

mercy-giving, purity in heart, peace-making, and persecution for your godly 

decisions and lifestyle? The beatitudes are the Christian constitution! 

D. This takes work. And you can do it if the Spirit is within you. And if you’re rooted 

down in a local church where you are experiencing real communion with other 

believers who are practitioners of this. 

E. God has called each of us to bring life and beauty to this world…beginning with our 

own hearts. 
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