
Sunday, April 6, 2015

Easter Sunday | The Resurrection...What's the Point? 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

Introduction: The Resurrection...Significant? 

• Troubling conversation with a friend: 

- Not a member, nor does he live in this area  

- Described a co-worker who's very kind, charitable, a terrific father & 
husband 

- Yet, this person doesn't follow Jesus 

- He commented: "Isn't it interesting that he lives by the teachings of 
Jesus, but isn't a Christian?" 

- A few days later it dawned on me what he was really saying...he was 
subtly confessing to me his own struggle of faith.  

- I've noticed over the years that he's grown increasingly cynical about 
Christianity. He works in a highly secular environment in which none 
of his co-workers claim to follow Jesus and who reject any unseen, 
spiritual world.  

- He wanted to know if it really mattered all that much whether 
someone believed in the virgin birth, the miracles, that Jesus truly is 
the God-Man, the resurrection, his imminent return, and the new 
creation as long as that person lives an upstanding moral life. 

- Can a person be a "Christian" without having faith in Jesus? Can a 
person be a Christian without worshiping Jesus as long as that 
person does good, Jesus-type deeds?  

- What difference does the resurrection make? 
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A Similar Problem in Corinth: 1 Corinthians 15:12-13 

There is a text in the Scriptures that specifically addresses why the 
resurrection is essential - that if we reject it, any faith we claim is a house of 
cards. 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

• The Corinthians are doing the church-thing, but they question the 
resurrection. 

• Why they'd question the resurrection: 

- Not clear 

- Greek view: Immortality of the body? 

- Ancient Greeks saw the world as hopelessly tainted 

- They believed humans were enslaved in their bodies 

- Death = liberation; "a shadowy half-existence in world of 
Hades"  - "a dark and dismal realm in which bodiless ghosts 1

flitted across grey fields."  2

• Maybe they co-opted Christian theology with the prevailing views of their 
own day - that because believers have risen with Christ that that's "all the 
resurrection there is."  3

- I think that, similar to my aforementioned friend, much of our 
theology is being hijacked by the prevailing assumptions of our day, 
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such as secular humanism which assumes there is no God and that 
miracles are impossible. 

- Some people suggest that Jesus isn't God, but merely a "great 
teacher."  Of course, this brings to mind the famous statement from 
the formerly Atheistic C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity: "I am 
trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing 
that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as 
a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. 
That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely 
a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the 
level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he 
would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 
something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit 
at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and 
call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any 
patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. 
He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to." - C.S. 
Lewis, Mere Christianity 

Why the Resurrection is Essential: 1 Corinthians 15:14-19 

14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. 

• Christ is literally irrelevant if he has not been raised from the dead 

• But this brings up my friend's assertion that a person can be good without 
formally subscribing to Christianity. Here are a few things this verse says in 
response to such an assertion: 
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1. We are incapable of saving ourselves by our own virtue. 

- Genesis 3:21: "And the LORD God made for Adam and for his 
wife garments of skins and clothed them." 

- God could've easily instructed them to make a sacrifice and 
clothe themselves with the skins of that animal. But he did it! 

- My very close friend, Josh Patrick, who blogs at 
knowingjesustoday.com - a friend who is only 36, yet was only 
recently diagnosed with stage-4 colon cancer - addressed this 
very thing in his recent Good Friday blog post:  

"We can give a million dollars to the poor, memorize 
every word of scripture, serve in a soup kitchen every 
Thanksgiving, and punish ourselves in a hundred ways, 
but the stain inside remains. The only cleansing agent in 
the universe that can clear our conscience is the blood 
of Jesus." - Josh Patrick, knowingjesustoday.com  

- If Jesus is dead, we can't be forgiven. But like God in the Garden 
of Eden, Jesus came to us and continues to seek us in our 
shame. 

2. Our problem is deeper and more sordid than our behavior.  

- Adam and Eve weren't immoral people by our standards! 

- They didn't commit adultery, murder anyone, file for divorce, 
steal, or anything else we consider scandalous sin in our culture.  

- As a matter of fact, they were guilty of the things that we are 
more than okay with.  

- Adam and Eve were guilty of the same white-collar sins that we 
commit every day - disobeying God, opting for other sources of 
wisdom rather than God's, and, worst of all, not trusting God. 
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- All of us share with them the same impulse to throw off God's 

reign in our lives. We are all dissidents, insurgents wearing our 
church clothes.  

- No matter how well we behave ourselves, our hearts remain 
defiled by sin. A sacrifice must be made. And it was! 

3. Our definition of goodness is divergent from God's. 

- At best, our definition of goodness is a reductionist, stripped 
down, bucket of bolts compared to God's multifaceted, fully 
orbed, robust and perfect goodness.  

- Goodness is more than stringing together a few months of 
decent behavior, an all-around functional family life, ethical 
choices, and charitable deeds, all the while couched in church-
attendance. 

- We need to be overcome by God's goodness. Swallowed up by 
it. And that is the point of Easter. Jesus not only obeyed God's 
law - something that not even the most disciplined person can 
do, but perhaps more importantly, he delighted in God, treasured 
God. Jesus' obedience wasn't based in his brain alone. It was 
also based in his affections for God the Father. This is why he 
once said to his disciples, "My food is to do the will of him who 
sent me..." (John 4:34). He said this after he had journeyed far 
and was weary. His disciples knew he was hungry and urged him 
to eat. But little did they know he was full. He had been pouring 
his life into a broken and scandalized Samaritan woman. What 
Jesus was saying in John 4:34 was that living in submission to 
his Father was as emotionally and physically satisfying and 
refreshing as eating a meal.  

- What we see when we gaze upon Jesus is not just moral 
perfection, but wholeness, health, completeness, abiding 
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contentment, and a restful yielded-ness to God. This is what we 
must equate to goodness. Yes, goodness most definitely 
includes moral uprightness, but Moral uprightness flows 
freely from a heart which has trustingly and joyfully 
relinquished all of its "rights" to God.  

4. God's ultimate goal isn't merely moral goodness; it's the new 
creation! 

- As we read down throughout the rest of this chapter, we are 
confronted with the apocalypse. But not the kind you're thinking 
about. Not zombies or aliens. Apocalypse simply means 
"revealing."  And look at what will be revealed according to 
verses 51-53: "Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal body must put on immortality." 

- Quite literally, upon Jesus' return, the faithful will be resurrected 
with new bodies. Bodies made of blood and bone. And with our 
bodies we will inherit the new creation, a perfected earth. We will 
dance, sing, eat and drink, we will run, we will worship him, and 
we will forever enjoy one another without the slightest tendency 
toward envy, anger, resentment, unkindness, or drama.  

These are some of the reasons why simply living a good life isn't enough. But 
why is the resurrection essential? How does an event that happened 2000-
years ago affect us today?... 

15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are 
not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 
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17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

• To suggest there is no resurrection or, as many do today, to assert that the 
resurrection is of no consequence has HUGE implications: 

- To say there is no resurrection is to do violence to the 
character of the Creator who revealed himself in the Person of 
Jesus. If Jesus is no longer alive, he was just an ordinary man who 
was not the revelation of God.  

- To say there was no resurrection means that we have no 
verification whatsoever that Jesus was sent by God or that 
God actually agrees with his teachings! (Tim Keller said that "The 
resurrection was God's way of stamping PAID IN FULL right across 
history so that nobody could miss it.") 

- To say there was no resurrection means that Jesus was just 
another fraud in a long line of Messianic frauds throughout 
Jewish history! 

- To say there was no resurrection means that Jesus' sacrifice 
was NOT accepted by God! If Jesus' sacrifice wasn't accepted by 
God, then we remain dead in our sins on a collision course with 
God's judgment. 

- If Jesus is dead, this means that he was only a religious 
philosopher and he has no authority over us. His teachings and 
commands may be accepted or rejected. Your choice. (But if you 
believe Jesus is alive right now, you have to believe that he has 
complete authority over your life.) 

- If Jesus has no authority over us, then we have no hope. 
Chance rules our lives and there is nothing after death. All we 
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have is fear. And if chance rules our lives, there is no meaning in 
whatever might happen to us.  

- Circumstances are merely good or bad. There is no divine 
significance or sovereignty running in the background of our 
affairs.  

- So we can't sing the words of that beautiful song, In Christ 
Alone, by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend: "No guilt in life, no fear 
in death—This is the pow'r of Christ in me; From life's first cry to 
final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. No pow'r of hell, no 
scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand; Till He returns 
or calls me home—Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand." 

- If Jesus is dead, then God has not revealed himself to 
humanity, so we do not know what God is like. We have no idea 
what he wants from us and what his purposes are for us. We are lost 
and we have no hope. (And this necessarily leads to verse 19...) 

- If Jesus was not resurrected, we have no confirmation of 
absolute truth. Our life's direction is totally in our own hands. And 
whatever we decide to do is irrelevant; meaningless. (It doesn't 
matter parenting philosophy you subscribe to. It doesn't matter how 
your kids turn out because to say your kids are "good" or "bad" is 
foolish. There is no good or bad. It doesn't matter what sexual ethics 
you embrace or reject. It doesn't matter if you're kind or mean.) 

- If Jesus Christ was not resurrected, then our deceased loved 
ones who believed are forever gone from us. And their belief 
was in vain.  

19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
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• Paul is literally saying that if you choose to follow a dead Jewish rabbi, then 
you're stupid.  

• But we follow a living God, he has total authority over us.
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