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Romans 6:1-14 

Introduction: My Feelings About Preaching On Easter 

• A friend of mine told me just this week: "I hate preaching holidays. Have to preach on 

the same thing in a new way. Tons of pressure." 

• I feel your cynicism. I can feel how incredulous some of us are. I know that many 

people attend church gatherings on Easter not because of a felt need for God, but 

because of tradition. Easter Sunday is part of our culture.  

• Preaching through that fog — the doubt, the self-sufficiency, the malaise — can be 

daunting. And to be clear, it has little to do with me feeling my sermon was accepted 

or appreciated; its whether you will walk away with a new vision for living...a renewed 

heart for Jesus...that he is without a doubt the most valuable commodity in the 

universe. It's especially tough to believe this when so many people we know claim to 

know him, yet live in a way that rejects this premise. 

• I need the Holy Spirit to help me teach with faith; you need the Holy Spirit to help you 

hear with faith (Need). 

Text: Romans 6:1-14 

> Misconception 

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 

• Misunderstanding: Is God on the hook to forgive me? 

• If God's forgiveness will always outrun my brokenness, then why stop sinning? 

• We all want people to move toward us into our world. We want them to adopt our 

passions, empathize with our feelings, see through our eyes. We want people to know 

our hearts. And we resent people who use us only for what we can do for them. 

• So if we accept only God's forgiveness and reject his call to adopt his ways, then we 

are rejecting God. We are saying to him, "I'm not moving into your world. But I want 

you to do something for me." 
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2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

• How do we die to sin? What does this mean?  

• Does this mean I stop sinning?  

• We all are failures at this.  

> Truth 

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 

shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self 

was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 

we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from 

sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 

lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. 

• Baptized into his death? United with him in death? Old self crucified with him? 

- When a slave dies, he is no longer a slave! The former master, sin, no longer has 

power over him. Sin no longer has any claim on us! 

- Death/Baptism –> Red Sea: leaving slavery 

• Chapter 5: Two kind of humanity – Adam and Christ 

- Those in Adam: Slaves of sin; in sin; inhabiting sin 

- Those in Christ: No longer located in sin; dying with Christ to one day rise again 

- Now? "What is true of the Messiah, ever since the glory of Easter day, is that he is 

alive again with a life death cannot touch. He hasn't come back into the same 

life...He has gone on, through death and out the other side into a new bodily life 

beyond the reach of death...Paul's point is that, if we are 'in the Messiah', then 

that is where we are, too." – N.T. Wright 
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• We are not sinners saved by grace; we're saints who sometimes sin. 

• The scriptures often speak of believers being "in Christ."  Those words, "in Christ," 

aren't meaningless. They aren't coincidental. And they aren't merely metaphorical. If 

you truly trust in Jesus as your savior, then you have taken on who he is. His story is 

more your story than your story was. His nature is your nature than your old nature 

was.  

- In the same way he is righteous, you are righteous (even when you falter). 

- In the same way Jesus is beloved by his Father, you are, too. 

- In the same way Jesus was resurrected, so will you be. 

- In the same way Jesus has power over sin, so do you.  

• For those of you who follow him, there was a point in your past when God graciously 

shined a light in your heart and you knew that he was calling you to himself. And you 

answered. That phenomenon is what Paul is speaking of when he says you were 

baptized in him. This is why the physical sign of new faith, water baptism, is so 

profound. You are declaring that Christ is all. Christ's death became yours. Christ's 

resurrection from became yours. Christ's ways are now your ways. When you were 

baptized, sin's ownership of you was broken. 

• But I don't feel this! 

- 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 

- Consider/reckon = Calculate is a better rendering 

- Consider or reckon discourages people because they often assume this means to 

ascend to a new level of holiness – something they've never been able to do. 

- This doesn't create a new reality. Not attaining a new level of holiness on your 

own. 

- Paul: Do the math! Calculate what you are IN CHRIST! 

- Illustration: Similar to a poor man who doesn't know he's the heir of a millionaire 

who's recently passed away, leaving him his vast wealth. He just doesn't know. 

- At some point you are going to have to make a decision to remove your faith from 

the stories that have defined you and place that trust in what Jesus says about 
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you. You are not "in abuse" anymore. You are not "in bullying anymore."  You're 

not "in porn," (cruel companion) "in greed," "in overeating," "in lust," "in power," 

"in insecurity" and the like any more. Your future no longer has to be framed by 

these stories. You are in Christ. Literally. 

• What story are you telling yourself when you're experiencing temptation? 

• This requires contemplation. Thinking. Working this truth into your soul 

like scrubbing the grout between tiles or working the wax into the tiny 

cracks in the finish of your car. 

> What We Do: 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do 

not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members 

to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace. 

• You are under no obligation to your old tyrant landlord, sin. But you are under 

obligation to Jesus. We are not to continue in sin so that grace may abound! 

• Lie: You're missing out. God is a tyrant. Sin is gracious and good. 

• Truth: God loves you, he's leaning into your world, and he wants you to be a part of 

his new one. 

Takeaway 

• Have you authentically come to Christ? Was your baptism an expression of worship 

and death to self? Have you ever been baptized?  

• Begin doing something few practice: Begin contemplating who you are in Christ: One 

translation speaks of being planted, indicating this is a process and we need a 

spiritual ecosystem that will aid our growth. Dallas Willard refers to this ecosystem as 

"spiritual riches."  Consistent rhythms of worship, deepening community, God's word, 

teaching and equipping.
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