
Sunday, April 16, 2017

Easter Sunday | An Offering Of Me 

Romans 11:33 — 12:5 

I. Scripture Reading — Romans 11:33—12:5 

[33] Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 

his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

 [34] “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

  or who has been his counselor?” 

 [35] “Or who has given a gift to him 

  that he might be repaid?” 

 [36] For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen.  

[1] I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [2] Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

[3] For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 

measure of faith that God has assigned. [4] For as in one body we have many members, and 

the members do not all have the same function, [5] so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another.  

II.  Sermon — Chris 

A. Introduction 

 [33] Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How   

 unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
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  [34] “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

   or who has been his counselor?” 

  [35] “Or who has given a gift to him 

   that he might be repaid?” 

  [36] For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be  

  glory forever. Amen. 

1. Robert’s message last week 

2. Paul erupts into this hymn of glorious worship after writing 11 chapters in 

which he detailed God’s work of salvation, both in the individual lives of 

believers and how he will save the whole created order.  

3. He begins with our shared guilt. All of us deserve his wrath. We all know we 

are guilty. This is why we try to self-atone. This is why self-help books fly off 

the bookshelves. But those who put their trust in Jesus’s righteousness, 

something wonderful happens. God transfers Jesus’s righteousness to our 

account. It is as though we never sinned.  

4. So we believe and are baptized — we immerse ourselves in the life and ways 

of Jesus. From that point, Paul discusses why there is so much suffering in 

the world, that God has given the world over to its sin, but how he will one 

day restore the created order. Then he discusses how he will bring Israel, his 

chosen people, to repentance.   

B. Romans 12:1-2 

[1] I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  

• God wants to be with you. 

- Another way of looking at it: The Romans 1 call to repentance is God's 

expressed desire to be reconciled with his creation (you and me).   

- Jesus' death is God suffering for you 
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- Don't think of an abusive, unpredictable father demanding perfection 

from you. Think of a kind, gentle father who wants to be with 

you...know your heart...carry your burdens... 

- Anecdote: 4th grade — God wants to be with me 

• We can be with God only because of his mercy. 

- We must be careful not to turn God into a teddybear. God is holy. 

- Consider your reaction to people who don't honor your values. 

- We live in God's world and we routinely, habitually, and joyfully reject 

his values. 

- We NEED God's mercy. 

[appeal:] to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship.  

• Nuance:  

- He is not saying that in order to be accepted by God, we must first 

change.  

- He's talking to committed followers of Jesus. 

- He is telling us that the only appropriate response to God's mercy is to 

fully align our lives with his ways. 

- In the same way Jesus gave himself for us, we, in our gratitude for his 

mercy, give our lives to him.  

• Living sacrifice: 

- We've already been atoned for by Jesus; 

- We still seek to order our lives after him – so there's a death here...a 

death to our ways; 

- In the OT — particularly Leviticus 1 — burnt offerings are described. 

This was the most important of all sacrifices for by these offerings the 

wrath of God was turned away from his people. Three kinds of animals 
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were allowed to be sacrificed: bulls (wealthy upper class); sheep or 

goats (“middle class”); and pigeons or turtledoves (the poor). Meat 

was scarce back then, so bringing such an offering was a sacrifice in 

more than one sense. When the worshiper brought the animal before 

the priests, he would lay his hands on the animal, confess his sins, and 

possibly even sing a psalm. This action of laying the hand on the 

animal signified several things, but likely referred to the fact that when 

the worshiper laid his hands on the animal, he was transferring his 

right/ownership of the animal to God, he was transferring his interest 

in, love of, and need of the animal to God. He was resigning this beast 

to God’s service.   1

• Spiritual worship  

- Not a reference to "spiritual/sacred" vs. "secular" 

- We are set apart in this broken world as spiritually aware people. Our 

awareness? We are set apart for God's enjoyment. We are set apart to 

cultivate hearts that love Jesus’s ways and Jesus’s kingdom. 

• Objection: "So...I'm supposed to pray and sing a lot now? That’s life?” 

- No. I'm saying that you are invited into healing, into acceptance, into 

being treasured by the Creator, into joy.  

- But more than what you get out of it, God receives the pleasure of 

enjoying you and employing you for his service.  

[2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 

that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 

• "Conformed"..."transformed"..."testing"..."discern/prove"... (anecdote: IV) 

 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/burnt-offering/1
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- Conformed: Do you accept that you are being slowly changed, everyday, 

by the world around you?  

• How much has your fear increased since 9/11? Your anger? 

• How much rage has your job cultivated with your heart? 

• How have smartphones rewired your brain? (dependance on them) 

• What lusts are being cultivated by the media you're exposing your heart 

to daily – media that is slowly becoming more and more sensual) 

• Your mind (the seat of your emotions, your will, your deeply held beliefs) 

must be renewed. Healed.  

• "testing"..."discern/prove" – laboratory/experimentation words 

• Anecdote: Soup (a new ingredient will take on the smell, taste and 

consistency of the already-cooking mixture) 

- Baptism 

- Sincere church involvement  

III. Conclusion: Next Series – Putting On Christ 

IV. Worship 

V. Benediction — Romans 8:35-39 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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