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1. Introduction 

1. Saul’s conversion in Romans 9.

1. Acts 9:16: “For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 

name.” 

2. I used to view this as God working in some payback.

3. Is this true? If it is, then you and I cannot be confident that God doesn’t do the 

same with us. Therefore…

1. …I shouldn’t expect much from God because of that ugly divorce; 
2. …God can’t use me because of my past; 
3. …it’s no wonder I struggle with financial setbacks. If only I had listened to 

that TV preacher and written that check “in faith,” i’d probably be much 
better off now; 

4. …it only makes sense that I struggle in my relationship with God because of 
how depraved my past is - I’m damaged goods; 

5. …God wouldn’t want to be with me because of the stuff going on in my life 
Once I get that straightened out, then I will press back into my relationship 
with him… 

4. Is this kind of thinking accurate? Or is it just superstition of the worst kind? Does 
God operate through Karma - what comes around goes around? Is God paying 
me back?


2. Text: Romans 3:21-27 
Paul’s case so far: 


• All are guilty in God’s sight, from the most devout to the most sacrilegious. 


• The Law of God reveals how God feels about every behavior and thought in our lives. 
Thus, it reveals God’s righteousness. 


• But we can’t live up to God’s Law, so we will be condemned. Even the rule-keepers.


• Being good is not the way to get back in good standing with God (rule-keeping).
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• So what’s the alternative?

!
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it - 

• The entire Old Testament anticipates a time in which the righteousness of God will be 
made manifest in an unprecedented way in history.


• It’s unprecedented because people will be able to access it and bask in it. This 
righteousness is not some immaterial, mystical righteousness. 


• Note: In Matthew 5:6, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  This was exactly what Jesus had in mind. 
So what was it?

!
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

• The new way: People can walk in the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus.


• By “faith,” here’s what I (and the Scriptures) do not mean: saying a prayer of apology 
to God and then attending church gatherings for the rest of our lives. Paul doesn’t 
simply mean mental assent to an idea or philosophy. He’s not simply saying that we 
should agree with doctrine or teaching. 


• When we talk about biblical faith, we are first talking about a person who knows he or 
she needs Jesus. This person is harassed by the Spirit over his guilt. He’s ashamed 
of his sin and desires to be set free from wrongdoing. We’re not talking about a 
person who’s simply looking for “fire insurance.”  We’re talking about person who 
knows deep down that she is separated from God, living in adversity to his kingdom, 
and thus wants to be at peace with him. 


• Here’s who Paul is talking to:

1. This person may be deceived, thinking that the way to assuage these feelings of 

guilt is through living a devout Christian lifestyle. Paul says that this isn’t 
possible. But this person continues to fall on his face in failure. Yet, he keeps 
trying…(in the cycle)
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2. Or this is a person who’s realized that it’s futile to try to live up to God’s 
righteous demands. It’s just too hard. He’s been down that road and it leads to a 
dead end every time. (So his need or he’s just thrown off religion altogether)


3. Or we might be talking about a person actually thinks that he’s so good at living 
according to the Law that he actually pleases God.


4. Finally, we may be talking about a person who has no interest in living a 
righteous life. Beyond keeping the wife happy by going with her to church 
gatherings, he may have little or no interest in righteousness. 


• This is why Paul’s following statement is so indicting of all these cases; that there is 
no difference between a law-keeping Jew and a godless Gentile and all those in 
between. Every person ever has fallen short of the glory of God. The most devout, 
legalistic, rule-keeping person is just as guilty in the eyes of God as a pagan, 
concrete-hearted rule-breaker.


• Kicker: it's almost always harder for a rule-keeper to accept his need for a Savior 
over a rule breaker. Imagine being a Jewish person raised believing that because you 
are a son or daughter of Abraham that you are part of God's covenant and, as a 
result, you are far more fortunate than Gentiles who don’t possess your heritage. 
Then some preacher comes along and tells you that everything you thought about 
yourself and your history that left you believing you were in good standing with God 
was wrong. That to be in good standing with God requires something entirely 
different and that you are no better off than those other people you thought were 
inferior to you. Is that you? 


• Can you relate to hungering and thirsting for righteousness?


• Do you think you’re better off because your family has been associated with 
Christianity for generations?


• Do you believe that God’s on the hook to send you to heaven because you 
prayed the magic prayer?


• So when we talk about faith in Jesus we’re talking about a person who realizes his or 
her need for Jesus.

!
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24 and [all who fall short of God’s glory] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

• This is why Paul uses the word “gift” to describe grace. It’s something given to us 
from outside of ourselves by someone else. We bring no virtue of our own. And we 
did nothing to earn this grace. It is a gift entirely.


• But make no mistake. It was paid for by Jesus with his own blood. (This is what 
“redemption” means.)  This is not free because it’s worthless. It cost him everything.


• What does justified mean? God applies Jesus’ righteousness to the account of every 
person who has faith in Jesus. So when God thinks of those of us who have faith in 
Christ, “he thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to 
us, and he declares us to be righteous in his sight.”   Despite the fact that we have 1

always so gravely fallen short of his glory.

!
25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 
was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 
• So this is what this holy transaction looked like. Propitiation refers “to Jesus Christ as 
the sacrifice that satisfied God's wrath and removed our sins.”  It speaks of satisfying 2

the righteous anger of one in whom we are indebted.


• Jesus paid this debt. He was our lamb without blemish. He lived in perfect 
righteousness and, thus, was an acceptable sacrifice to God. And he suffered and 
died, displaying how urgently serious God is about the sin and darkness of our world. 
And on the third day, God vindicated Jesus, raising him up from the dead, therefore 
proving that everything Jesus did and taught and claimed were not only acceptable 
to God, but was delighted in by God. 


• God the father loves God the Son with his whole heart. God the father looked on in 
joy and delight and pleasure as Jesus manifested his righteous character in the midst 
of this dark, sin-infested world. God’s righteousness was shown.
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• The last phrase of this verse recalls the Exodus from Egypt, the Passover in which the 
Israelites obeyed God, painting their doorposts with the blood of a slaughtered lamb 
(Exodus 12). When the angel of death came, it passed over their homes, preserving 
them from the certain death he brought upon every Egyptian home. In the same way 
God has been patient with us and if we trust in Jesus blood, the judgment of God 
passes over us, and we are forgiven. 


• But we’re not just forgiven…[JUMP TO VERSE 27]

!
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law 
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
• So what becomes of our boasting or any potential to view ourselves as earning God’s 
favor? As Paul said to the Philippians, it is rubbish… Trash… Garbage (Philippians 
3:8). 

• and this is why Paul says when he does in verse 28…

!
28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

!
3. Concluding Points 

1. YOU are forgiven. YOU are justified. Not just your past sins, but you in your 
past, present, and future sin. (Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ…”)


2. Now we are free to worship God out of gratitude and no longer out of shame. 
You impetus for worshiping God is now gratitude, not hell-avoidance or self-
atoning. You can rest in Christ’s atoning work; his earning.


3. We don’t have to withdraw from God anymore, penalizing yourself anymore.

4. And we must look at other believers through God’s eyes. No matter how messy 

their lives are. Because they are also justified.

1. God welcomes them into his arms just like he does you and me.

2. Justification is all about love. God loves the whole world (John 3:16).


4. Communion 
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1. Acts 9:15-16: “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 

before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”


2. We go to the Lord’s Table this morning out of thanksgiving, that God loved us 
before we were lovable. And Jesus paid dearly in order to gain our justification.  


!
!
!
!
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