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!
Text: Romans 5:1-5 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (But I love the force in the words of the Christian 
Standard Bible: “Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”)

- Justification: We've learned that when we have authentic faith in Christ, God justifies 

us. To have authentic faith is to first believe that you are a sinner. Not in the churchy 
sense, but you genuinely believe that you are broken and are offensive to God. Faith 
is to put our trust in Jesus' righteousness because we know that only he satisfies 
God. He forgives us and considers us righteous. This is what Paul means in Romans 
5:1. The good news is that no matter how bad off we are, we are never out of reach 
of God’s grace.


- Adoption: We've learned that when we are born anew in Jesus, God sends the Spirit 
into our lives, adopting us as his sons and daughters.


- Union with Christ: My friend, Robbyn Abedi, reminded us of our new identities in 
Christ last week - identities we often forget about. 


- Baptism: And this is why, in Romans 6:1-4, Paul speaks segues into the subject of 
baptism. "1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not 
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life." That it's more than an inconsequential rite symbol. It’s the act of 
fully identifying with Christ’s whole being. His crucifixion was my crucifixion. His 
death was my death. His resurrection has become my resurrection.
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- Sanctification: And it's in this context that Paul brings up the issue of sanctification, 
or change in our next installment in our July series, Everyday Gospel.


- So here we are standing at the threshold of Romans 5-6, facing the prospect of 
change. Becoming like Jesus. This is what Paul is building up to when he says in 
Romans 8:29 that "those whom [God] foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son.”  And, therein lies the problem: how to change, 
which often leads to negative feelings like inadequacy, frustration, and 
hopelessness. 


- And this is why, right out of the gates, we must view sanctification with a new set of 
eyes. It’s not just about change. It’s not about "getting better."  One theologian 
defines sanctification this way: “Sanctification is a progressive work of God and man 
that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.”   I 1

simply refer to it as worshipping in the right direction. We all worship something. 
Sanctification is learning to worship the one true God rather than the things we 
currently worship.


!
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
- And now we have access to and stand in grace. A helpful way to rephrase that 

might be to say that we are situated in grace, stationed in grace, grounded in grace, 
established in grace, fueled by grace, supervised by grace, and protected by grace. 
The context of our lives is nothing but grace. Paul is saying that we persevere 
through this life, growing in God through this life, because we are in grace. If you 
think this couldn’t be true about you because of the stubborn sin in your life, find 
strength in verse 20, which says that where there’s a bunch of sin, there’s always 
more grace! 


- Why do we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God? Because we are standing in 
grace. We see our vast imperfections that frustrate us, enrage us, or make us feel 
despondent. But those feelings are softened and dispersed by our hope of glory. 
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Glory is a shorthand for our resurrection in Christ - our literal, physical resurrection 
that will take place at an unspecified point in the future. And accompanying this 
resurrection, we will be entirely delivered from our predisposition to sin, our minds 
will be healed of all our baggage and hurts, and we will literally become qualitatively 
new people.

!
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
- Here we see the quality of change that God seeks to perform in our lives as we 

submit to him and partner with him. Perseverance and character. A hope for the 
future that assuages present pain because of the conviction that God is in control.


- But Paul seems to randomly and surprisingly bring up the issue of sufferings. He 
contrasts our future glory with our present endurance: sufferings. 


- So, why this random emphasis on sufferings? Several years ago, I 
emphasized sufferings in my messages with some frequency. I did so 
because I felt that among certain enclaves of our members there was an 
unbibical and unhealthy view of sufferings. I continued to pick up on a line of 
reasoning that said that suffering of any kind is a mark of God’s displeasure 
with believers; that suffering is a symptom of disobedience and sin. I even 
had one former member and lay-leader push back hard, telling me that 
sufferings were only of God when they were directly related to persecution. 
This person felt that bad health or any other form of general suffering that all 
people cope with is a result of sin or of a lack of faith. This text is one of the 
many that seem to undermine such an argument - especially when Paul 
brings up this same issue again in Romans 8, tying suffering not to sin, but to 
the broken world in which we live. 


- I want you to notice that in Romans 5 Paul isn’t talking about suffering 
persecution for our devoted display of faith in Jesus. He’s talking about 
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suffering generally. As a fact of life. And not only that, but as a God-harnessed 
means to conform us into the image of Christ.


- To be clear, I can't find anywhere in the Scriptures where it says that God 
enjoys our suffering. But God is glorified when we lean into our sufferings as 
Christ leaned into his own. 


- But isn't it interesting that we typically view suffering as a secondary means of 
growth, which is subordinate to prayer, bible study, and church participation, 
yet Paul doesn't even mention those practices here. He speaks of suffering as 
one of the primary means in which God changes us. 


- We live in a painful, merciless world that, without the Spirit, will rob us of our 
innocence, naiveté, child-like faith, and tenderness. It will exploit our natural 
predisposition toward sin. And this world is the biggest threat in our lives. But 
Paul says that, for believers, the assaulting forces of our fallen world are re-
engineered by the Spirit to renew us. 


- Here's an example that I recently came across that may help you grasp what I 
mean. It's a letter written by Pastor Britt Merrick to his congregation, Reality 
Church in Santa Barbara, CA.   Pastor Britt has been leading a rapidly 2

growing movement of large churches and his reads this this way:

!
Dear Friends,

The last few years have been most difficult for my family and me. Among other 
challenging things, my eight-year old daughter Daisy Love died of cancer on February 
16, 2013. Our three and a half year battle with cancer was happening during a time of 
expansion in the ministry of Reality with our church plants in San Francisco and Boston 
and campus launch in Santa Barbara. All of this left us quite exhausted and when 
Daisy was diagnosed with cancer for the third time on Easter week of 2012 the elders 
granted me an indefinite leave of absence to take care of myself and family.

Late that summer we went to Israel for three months to seek experimental cancer 
treatment for Daisy. Just prior to and during that time the Lord was speaking to our 
family about living a different way. About being less connected to technology and the 
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rest of world and more present to God and each other. In Israel we went off the grid so 
to speak and left behind our phones and Internet connections and social media and 
the like. We were discovering what for us was a better way of being. Living in the 
moment and not worrying about posting updates, returning phone calls and emails, 
checking in on the rest of the world and constantly being entertained. Instead we gave 
each other and God our full attention. We played games as a family, took long walks, 
relaxed, played more and prayed more. Our kids, Isaiah and Daisy, were so thankful to 
always have our full attention and not compete with iPhones and text messages and 
Kate and I were so happy to be present to each other and God in a brand new way. 
And though it was challenging at times, we relished the isolation and obscurity that 
living disconnected in the Middle East afforded us.

When we came home from Israel we knew things could not be exactly the same, as we 
would happily reconnect with friends and family and I would return to the ministry at 
Reality. But we also knew that things could not be the way they were before with the 
constant connectivity of technology and the way it removed us from being present with 
whom we are with and what we are doing. We have been trying to chart a course that 
is both faithful to the ministry the Lord has entrusted us with and faithful to the more 
present, less-connected way of being He has been teaching us. It has not always been 
easy and there is much to it. I have a flip phone that does not get text messages or go 
online. We have no internet connection at our house. We are not on social media. There 
are tweaks and things to figure out along the way but it is going well and has been life 
giving.

Part of what God has been teaching us in being present is to live more simply, smaller 
and faithfully with those He has put us near. For me, with the platform I have had, that 
means being willing to decrease and embrace obscurity and crucify ego. Also, the Lord 
has given me a fresh love, devotion, passion and focus for the local church I am a part 
of. My goal is to be faithful to my local church and the community and for me to do 
that, I have to be solely concerned with living with and preaching to them and not 
others. This is where my sermons no longer being online comes in to play. My sermons 
will only be made available online to those who attend our local church who will have 
access through our website via a login password they received at church.
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I apologize if this upsets anyone who has enjoyed or been helped by my preaching 
ministry over the years, but this is what I need to do within the limits and joys of my 
own weaknesses to be faithful in being present where I am. For those of you who have 
tuned in over the years, I thank you for being a part and I trust that you understand our 
situation. I am confident that you will find many other helpful sermon resources online 
from others. You can find some of my older sermons as well as the current sermons of 
my associate Pastor Chris Lazo who preaches at our Santa Barbara Campus.

Love, 

Britt

!

- I know stories like this are very unsettling. For me, a dad of four children - one of 
who is the age of the child that Pastor Britt lost - this hits really close to home. 
But I want to encourage you to avoid asking the almost irresistible question of 
why and, rather, look at what suffering did to his family. Remember verse 5: 
"hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us."  


- Suffering isn't merely leading to a better prayer life (although that is happening). 
It's leading to him and his family members emerging as whole people. This is 
sanctification.


- Kids: media cores you out. Relationship fills you with life.

- We had a conversation with our kids recently in which we asked them what they 

more enjoyed, family game nights and quality time together or playing video 
games and consuming media. We were careful to say that there is nothing 
inherently wrong with video games and media. But we did ask which of those 
things, relationships or media, left them with warmed and strengthened hearts? 
And all of them said that what brings them deep joy is, in essence, relational 
connectivity. Being loved.


- For Paul, the motor of sanctification is God’s love poured into our hearts.

- And it's in this context that Paul can say these words in chapter 6 verse 11: "so 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus."

- He doesn't just say quit sinning.
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!
Conclusion 

- And this is why I am growing to strongly believe that we have neglected the 
chief practice and expression of the heart of our Christian faith. 


- Now when you hear me say community, you probably think what I mean is to 
get involved in a missional community. And then that thought's followed by this 
one: "That preacher is so naïve. He doesn't realize that small groups or 
missional communities aren't for everybody. Like me. I'm not a small group 
person. I've tried them and they just don't do anything for me." 


- So I want you to rest easy, because that's not what I mean. I'm thinking 
communitas. Communitas is a sociological concept that derives from the same 
Latin word referring to a group of people who are swept up in "the very spirit of 
community."  It refers to "solidarity and togetherness."  It's more than just a 
"social relationship," per se. 
3

- Communitas is more than a network of friends or an affinity group. It's the deep 
social alliance of relationships that you are convinced brings you the most life 
and the most meaning - and a group in which you deposit life and meaning. It's 
the group that you most crave to be with. One writer said, “In community people 
bond, but the reason they’re together is self-interest. It’s ‘community for me’ not 
‘me for the community’ as it is with communitas…In communitas our purpose 
for bonding is to have a life-altering adventure we can engage in together.” 
4

- For those of you that have a keen theological eye, you probably noticed that 
Romans 5:1-5 doesn't directly talk about community, or communitas, as I've 
described it. But it also doesn't say to read your Bible and go to church a lot. So 
when we read chapter 6, verse 13 - "do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who 
have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments 
for righteousness" - we have to ask the question of how. 
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- I submit to you that when Paul was writing this letter, inspired by the Spirit, he 
was NOT thinking of Frank, George, Susie, Jennifer, or Nancy individually 
getting their lives together. He was thinking of the church at Rome. He was 
thinking of the assembled, gathered believers and how they were going to thrive 

as a communitas in an adversarial world. I believe that what Paul had in mind 

in Romans 5:3 was a community of people with shared sufferings. And this 
is why I feel the chief implication of this entire letter to this small. ragtag group of 
believers in the heart of the Roman empire was communitas. This minority of 
strange religious people only had one another. And the main question they 
would have had would likely have been how they, as Christ's body in Rome, 
would worship without compromise as one body of light in the shadow of this 
dark empire.


- I come across people all the time who can't get forward momentum in their 
relationship with God. Whether it's crafting a healthy marriage, breaking free 
from lifelong, habitual sin, or loosening the bonds of bitterness from past 
transgressions one has suffered, I believe the primary reason, the common 
denominator in almost all of these cases that a person can't break free is the 
absence of communitas. They've visited numerous missional communities. 
They've done women's and men's bible studies. They've faithfully sat through 
sermons. They listen to K-LOVE in the car on the way to work, praying - 
pleading so God! - the whole way to help them be good today. But not 5 
minutes after clocking in or walking into homeroom, we find ourselves swept up 
in that dark community. Or dark communitas. These people often consider 
themselves disciples of Jesus, yet derive their identities from a worldly 
communitas - poisonous relationships that wield seemingly unbreakable power 
over their identities and thinking - these people rarely find spiritual momentum. 
They simply love the community of darkness too much. They believe deeply that 
the community of darkness is the pathway to true happiness and joy. And this 
conviction totally undermines growth in God’s kingdom. 


- I'm saying these things because I love you and care about you and I desperately 
want to see you break free from the clutches of darkness in your life. I want you 
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to look at your life and be able to see why you can't move forward. I believe in 
my heart that there are a number of people in our church who share this 
problem as their fundamental, core problem. A worldly communitas.


- Allow me to close by giving you an example, and one that I will use from my 
own missional community that I've been leading for 2 1/2 years.


- I joke around with people that even though I have the privilege of leading 
our church, I am the worst missional community leader in this church. 20 
years of ministry has ruined me because I have the advantage of 
speaking to a group of people who, generally speaking, know to be 
attentive and respectful and not disruptive. (And I do mean generally 
speaking!)  So leading a small group where kids are running around and 
people aren't paying attention and people don't answer questions incites 
me to pull my hair out at times! 


- So for about two years, we chugged along, slowly bringing together a 
very eclectic group - a group of all ages, races, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Carving out community, living in community on our way to 
that sweet spot of communitas.


- And then it happened. My wife participates with the ladies from our group 
that meets every other week and they meet for hours together. I'm 
banished to the back bedroom with my iPad of my kids and I can't come 
out for three and sometimes four hours. I hear them laughing, speaking 
into one another's lives, praying together. And don't think that this 
happens because they are super spiritual people. This is a very spiritually 
diverse group, people that are babies and people that have maturity in 
Jesus. And it is not natural for them to experience this.


- You want to hear what started it all? One night, one of the girls took a big 
risk and began talking about some embarrassing struggles in her life. 
(Struggles I still don't know anything about because those girls don't tell 
me anything!)  And that broke through the tense and horrifying barrier of 
suspicion and distrust - the barrier that kept us from becoming and 
experiencing communitas. Now these girls know it's safe to be who they 
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are. To talk about anything they're facing. They are truly a community. 
They have their own private Facebook page that only they can access 
that almost every day of the week they exploit for the furtherance of their 
relationships with one another.


- The guys in the group have been so moved by seeing several of you 
husbands praying over your families out there during the Lord's Supper 
each week that he's been preaching to us for months to do the same with 
our families. Then this organically turned into my group gathering up front 
and taking communion together each week. And we love it. Not 
necessarily because communion is such a blast. We are telling about 
crackers and grape juice, right. But because we now see our community 
- our communitas - as essential to our practice of the faith.


- I can talk about other guys who used to do everything they could to skip 
the preaching on Sunday mornings who now show up at my men-only 
group that I facilitate for my missional community who furiously take 
notes during the short teachings and are totally engaged in the 
accompanying conversation. 


- Communitas is the best part of my life right now. So much that when I 
redently went to visit with the elder team of a large church who relieved 
their elders of the burden of leading missional communities I felt sorry for 
them. 


- You see, people who are entrenched in communitas begin to take on the 
values of their community. And I'm not having to teach people in my 
group as much on why they should pray. I just get to show them how. 


- Now don't think we've got it all figured out. Missional Community leaders, 
don't envy my group. We have our weaknesses. And you'd see them 30-
seconds after gathering with us. We are far from perfect. We are messy. 
But we are communitas. And communitas is the essential context in 
which we walk in sanctification.


!
• Not one group of church friends and another group of close friends
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• Communitas is stimulating sanctification
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