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Ephesians 2:11-16 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the 
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands- 
12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. 

1. Introduction: Ferguson 

• My Qualifications: 
- Hardly feel qualified to address this; 
- But you submit to me as one of your pastors, and as your primary teaching pastor, 

so regardless of my ethnicity, you expect me to guide you in the complexities of life; 

• A Discipleship Issue: 
- We have a multiracial congregation, and many of us are grasping for truth in how to 

respond from a gospel perspective; 
- How does a follower of Jesus respond? 

• Our Approach this morning: 
- Will respond to the larger narrative that this story represents;  

Bennett !1



- Complexities of race relations in America - as it applies to Our Community, You and 

Me; 
- I beg for your grace! I will probably overlook certain implications; but my goal is not 

to give an exhaustive, infallible view of this issue, but rather to build some guardrails 

by which we can conduct ourselves to the glory of God, especially as we wade 

through our feelings on this. 

2. Exhortation 

• The Fact Of Systemic Racism - Systemic Racism is the story behind Ferguson and 

driving the outburst of violence in Ferguson… 
- The shock in our society when a black person is discovered to be "well spoken" or 

seemingly “intelligent” — implicit in people’s shock is the belief that innate to the 

nature of a black person is ignorance and incompetence. I believe that this 

widespread bias skews the perspective of our society's power brokers in such a 

way that black people are, at times, disadvantaged. Black people see this. 

Managers, small business owners, coaches, preachers, bankers, civil authorities, 

retailers, etc. 
- The stories of two pastors: 

- Voddie Baucham, Grace Family Baptist Church, Spring, TX  1

I have been pulled over by police for no apparent reason. In fact, it has 
happened on more than one occasion. I was stopped in Westwood while 
walking with a friend of mine who was a student at UCLA. We found 
ourselves lying face down on the sidewalk while officers questioned us. On 
another occasion, I was stopped while with my uncle. I remember his 
visceral response as he looked at me and my cousin (his son). The look in 
his eye was one of humiliation and anger. He looked at the officer and said, 
“My brother and I didn’t fight in Vietnam so you could treat me like this in 
front of my son and my nephew.” 

 http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thoughts-on-ferguson1
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- Leonce Crump, Renovation Church, Atlanta, GA  2

I am 6’5”. I weigh 270 pounds. I’ve been called imposing. The police have 
stopped me, both walking and driving, nearly once a year since I was 15 
years old. Though I have been asked to leave my vehicle, thrown to the 
ground and against my vehicle, interrogated, frisked, and cuffed on these 
occasions, I’ve not been cited. Not once. 
Until you feel the humiliation of this moment, particularly as a "decent, 
civilized, educated black," —Yes, that’s an actual quote of how someone 
referred to me once, behind my back of course—then you cannot say that 
it is an anomaly. You cannot say that someone was “just doing his or her 
job.” 
The most troubling of these incidents took place just a few years ago in 
Texas. My wife and I were driving to my childhood home of Louisiana. We 
were pulled over, but weren’t speeding. I wasn’t driving erratically. I wasn’t 
intoxicated. And it was broad daylight. 
The two officers approached our vehicle, and when the lead saw me, one 
immediately placed his hand on his firearm. My wife was visibly nervous. 
We’d just been joking sarcastically about hoping we didn’t get pulled over 
in Texas for being an interracial couple. Then, in a flash, the joke became 
reality. 
The officer asked me to step out of my vehicle. I refused. By this time I’d 
earned an M.S. in Criminal Justice, my focus in this degree was case law 
and judiciary process, which of course included an extensive study of 
policing histories and practices. So yes, I refused to get out of the car. But 
my wife pleaded, and the officer demanded. So, I complied. 
The officer immediately grabbed me and began asking me where I was 
coming from, where I was going, and if I had anything in my vehicle of 
“concern.” Meanwhile, the other officer interrogated my wife, and asked her 
if she was being held against her will. Really? Riding in the front seat, with a 

 http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2014/august/its-time-to-listen-saved-and-silent-will-white-2

evangelicals.html?paging=off 
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tri-racial child in the back. The lead officer, hand still on his firearm, began 
to try and frisk me. Again, I refused. The law says I should comply 
(Pennsylvania v. Mimms) and step out of the vehicle. The law does not 
allow for illegal search of my person or property. I stated this to him. He 
became enraged, breathing threats, and calling me “boy.” It took the other 
officer to calm him down. Finally, with a lack of any justifiable reason to hold 
us, they let us go. I’ve never been so angry. My wife never so humiliated. 
These experiences are not mere anecdote; this is systemic. 

- The pressure of being black in our society - some parents tell their kids: 

• "Don't run in public - especially if you have something in your hands." 

• “Don't drive around with other black people." 

• "Don't speed." 

• Affluent black people "feeling the eyes" of white affluent people 

• Sense of Inequality is powerful amongst African Americans. What further aggravates 

these feelings are the negative social conditions that many of these people endure. Take 

poverty, for instance:  
- Poverty rate among children under 18 as of 2010: White 12.4%, Black 38.2%  3

- Poverty rate of all African Americans as of 2012: 28.1% 
- Poverty among African Americans has dropped significantly since the Civil Rights 

era, but is actually up 4% over the last decade.  4

- “During 2007 and 2011, which encompasses the recession and the immediate 

aftermath, 43 million Americans — or slightly more than 14 percent — lived in 

poverty…The poverty rate was…26 percent for African Americans and 23 percent 

for Hispanics. Among whites and Asians, less than 12 percent were poor. The 

federal threshold for poverty is about $11,500 in annual income for an individual 

and about $23,000 for a family of four.” - Washington Post, 2013  5

 http://www.npc.umich.edu/poverty/#4 3

 Ibid. 4

 http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/poverty-rates-higher-for-blacks-and-hispanics-than-whites-and-asians/5

2013/02/20/401e6a6e-7b78-11e2-9a75-dab0201670da_story.html 

Bennett !4

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/poverty-rates-higher-for-blacks-and-hispanics-than-whites-and-asians/2013/02/20/401e6a6e-7b78-11e2-9a75-dab0201670da_story.html
http://www.npc.umich.edu/poverty/#4


• I am not saying that poverty is a justification for crime, but I do think that rampant 

poverty is the context for it.  

• These statistics cause me to think some of the following:  
- How can a minority ethnic group even begin to cope with and address the 

dehumanizing effects of a large percentage of its population living in desperate 

poverty?  
- As a result of this poverty and the ugly history African Americans have inherited in 

our country, how rampant is hopelessness, sadness, and depression in their 

community, and how do these factors create volatility in their community in relation 

to crime and violence? 
- What advantages do my children have that a myriad of African American children 

don’t have? (Positive pressure to go to college; extracurricular opportunities which 

will open more doors for them, such as college scholarships due to extra income; 

most of my family has advanced degrees or has been to college, which forms my 

children’s sense of identity…) 
- We shouldn’t form our opinions on the complexities of race relations in a vacuum. 

(My objection to pastors who don't council people who publicly preach on the 

issues that we all face, like addiction, poverty, bereavement, etc....we can't form 

our opinions on race in the comfort of our suburban home with our gas fireplace 

warming our feet. We must form our opinions as we relate to and fellowship with 

people who endure these struggles.) 

3. Frame This With God's Word: Ephesians 2:11-16 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the 

uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands- 

• Gentiles were labeled; called something.  

• "Once you label me, you negate me." - Søren Kierkegaard, 19th century philosopher 
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• Labels are dehumanizing. They're a way we trick on our own conscience. If we can 

make ourselves believe someone is less than human, we won't feel guilty when we 

ridicule them or dismiss them. 

• The Gentiles make idols with their hands; the Jews circumcise with theirs.  

• Man-made divisions between ethnic groups  

12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 

• Not only separated from Christ, but from God’s people  

• The result: No hope and no promise in an inheritance  
- 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” [blessings being stored 

in heaven for every believer in the New Creation] 
- 1:13-14: “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is 

the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 

his glory.” [guaranteed promise because of the Spirit’s presence in our lives] 

• We’ve not only been brought near to God, we’ve been brought near to one another! 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 

flesh the dividing wall of hostility 

• Peace is not the absence of strife. It is the presence of intentional love. 

• We die to what separates us just like Jesus died to kill the hostility that existed between 

us and God's people. 
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15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 

in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

• This is not a commentary on how “awful” the law is. On the contrary, as Paul said in 

Romans 7:12, “the law...and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.” 

• This is addressing the fact that the Law segregated the Jews from engaging Gentiles.  

• One commentator referred to this hostility produced by the law with these words: “the 

law’s exclusiveness engendered personal and social antagonisms. The laws which 

forbade eating or intermarrying with Gentiles often led to Jews to have contempt for 

Gentiles which could regard Gentiles as less than human. In response, Gentiles would 

often regard Jews with great suspicion, considering them inhospitable and hateful to 

non-Jews, and indulge in anti-Jewish prejudice”…He continues, “This lively mutual 

animosity was one of the uglier elements in the Greco-Roman world.”   6

• We live in a country that, for centuries, had laws that had and continue to engender 

these same kinds of social antagonisms. We need to remember that.  

• Now that segregating factor is gone. The Gentiles do not have to enter into fellowship 

with God or the rest of God’s holy people through circumcision. To be brought near to 

God and to his people is to simply trust in Jesus. 

• Implication: What unexpressed expectations do we put on people in order for them to 

participate in our churches or enjoy fellowship with us individually? Do they have to 

swallow their unique cultural idiosyncrasies? Do they have to behave like us? Do they 

have to fit into our comfort zone? Do they have to share our interests, views, and 

passions? Must they conform to our opinions on current events? (This is the difference 

between a multiracial church and a multicultural church.) 

• Ephesians 3: Paul defines the mystery of the gospel not as individual people 

coming to faith, but as a holy family God is establishing from every race on 

earth! 

 Lincoln, Andrew T. World Biblical Commentary. Volume 42. Ephesians. 142.6
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4. What To Do 

1. Share Life with People Unlike You:  

• Have shared experiences. 

• Resist your heart’s demand to surround yourself with people who think like you. 

Reject the lie that you can’t go deep with a democrat, a republican, a black 

person, a white person, an affluent person, a poor person, etc. 

• Be emotional present with people that you don't understand. 

2. Talk Transparently with People Unlike You: 

• To form an opinion –> analyze your view for any biases [search your heart]; talk 

to a person; learn that person’s background —> ask questions –> gain context 

and understanding –> grasp a more objective, sensitive, gospel opinion (even 

disagree lovingly) 

• Quit debating behind the security of your keyboard on social media - we say 

things in that context we'd never say to someone's face. Dehumanizing.   

• Changed minds and mutual understanding grow in the fertile soil of friendship. 

(How often do you see a news pundit change his or her view while on TV?) 

• Conversations like these are cathartic when I’ve seen them happen. 

3. Comprehend People Unlike You: 

• Inherit the gift of understanding & compassion. 

• Chances diminish greatly that you might ridicule another person's view when 

you love that person. You may not agree; that's okay. 

• Don't get lured into nasty squabbles (Proverbs 29:11: “A fool gives full vent to 

his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back.”) 

4. Work For Peace & Justice with People Unlike You: 

• Micah 6:8: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God?”  
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• Don't forget the OT is chock-full of the oracles of holy men who prophesied to 

kings to defend the poor, the widow, and the orphan. This is a big reason why 

Israel was judged so harshly. God hasn’t changed his view on this.  

• We dehumanize ourselves when we utilize the tactics of ugly people. We 

become ugly and further amplify the problems of our world. Dr. King 

Immortalized himself as one of our nation’s patriarchs with his approach to 

working for justice. He firmly held to non-violent peaceful protest.  

• Together. Black and white. 

• Simple way: Look people in the eye and treat them with kindness. Remember 

that the most broken of people are made in the image of God.  

5. Bear with People Unlike You: 

• Be patient with one another.  

• Give people the space and sensitivity to work through complex feelings. Remind 

yourself that there is a world of pain that drives some of these issues. 

• Put your hope in the resurrection! When all ills are healed.  

We have the DNA, the culture, and structure for this! We are multiracial and the 

organizing structure of our church is our Missional Community groups that are 

mostly, if not entirely, multiracial.
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