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Jude 1:1-4 
!
Introduction 

• How do you become a member? What do we expect from our members? 


• In short, membership is being rooted in the rhythms of a local church. 


• Last week, we talked about our first value: Gather


• Today: Grow - how being rooted in this church will stimulate spiritual growth in our 
lives.


• But first, what is spiritual growth?


!
Transitional Illustration: My Recent Amazing Devotional Time 

• Studying God’s word outside Holiday Ham one morning recently


• Perfect environment - cool weather, in the mood to study, quiet and alone


• Insights seemed to just come to me that morning with little work


• It was even fun to share these insights with the staff when they arrived


• Point: 

- In my flesh, this is what I really wish Christianity was, fundamentally

- I want stimulating bible study, invigorating worship gatherings & rich 

conversation. What's your definition for spiritual growth?

- Many churches do this well, but is this God’s idea for Christian growth?


• To answer that question, I’d like to go back to the text I studied that morning…

!
Text: Jude 1-4 
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, 
beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:  

• Jude was brother to James, the leader of the Jerusalem church, which makes him 
Jesus’s brother.


• Jesus’ brothers before the resurrection:
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- Mark 3:21: Jesus brothers said he was out of his mind.

- John 7:5: Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe in him and taunted him.


• Now Jude sees himself not only as a servant of his brother whom he once 
considered deranged, but he doesn’t even mind “playing second fiddle to his brother, 
James, his more celebrated brother.” 
1

• Application:

- Spiritual maturity, first and foremost, makes us putty in the hands of Jesus. 

- Spiritual maturity does not exploit its position or power to stimulate behavioral 

change in people. It's marked by obvious humility. 

- Spiritual maturity recognizes that submission to Jesus and humility don’t just 

happen. They are cultivated. 

- Notice that Jude addresses his readers as “called, beloved in God the 

Father and kept for Jesus Christ.”  But in verse 20, he says, “keep 
yourselves in the love of God.”  


- Spiritual maturity understands this tension - that anything good in me is 
the result of God’s mercy, yet I play an active role in this process.


!
2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 

• This segues nicely into a transitional statement that is more than just a transitional 
statement. 


• Jude tells his readers (probably Jewish believers) that he is regularly praying for them 
and what he is praying: that God’s “mercy, peace, and love be multiplied” to them.


• Keep in mind that he is talking to a group of people, so his desire that love be 
multiplied is not only that they would all experience God’s love, but that they, as a 
community of believers, would express God’s multiplied love to one another. 


• Application:

- Spiritual maturity is evidenced by growing love for one another that is 

characterized by:

- Consciousness and concern for other people’s struggles (Jude knew 

“where they were”);
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- Active engagement with people in their struggles; 
2

- Prayer for people in their struggles (turning to God with them). 

!
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago 
were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our 
God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

• Notice Jude’s term of endearment for them: “beloved” (4 times in only 25 verses)


• Jude wanted to write about their common salvation, but was forced to plead with his 
readers in some church unknown to us to guard themselves from ungodly people 
(probably false traveling teachers ) who perverted the grace of God to such a degree 3

that scandalous sin was promoted and taught as satisfactory in God’s eyes.


• This led Jude to write a short, militant letter as fast as possible as the situation must 
have been deteriorating with each passing day.


• Application:

- Spiritual maturity is most evidenced by love. When people are in a bad spot, 

we're still loving them! But what does love look like? 

- Love is gentle and affectionate ("beloved"), therefore we should assault 

behaviors that keep our relationships stiff, guarded, superficial, and 
calloused over in pride;


- Love necessarily seeks to protect the individual and the whole 
community from the subtle influence of sin. We protect people from 
“ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality” (verse 4), and we protect people from their own sinful 
impulses. Love doesn't indifferently stand aside and wait to see what 
the pastors are going to do to fix the problem. Remember, Jude is 
calling this church - this community - to advance in their spiritual 
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maturity so that they take responsibility for each other, to abandon any 
indifference for one another. 


• All this is rooted in a healthy understanding of our shared story from a 35,000-foot 
view - that “the faith” that Jude tells us to "contend for" isn't merely a set of 
principles or data. It's the power of God - the gospel which saves us and makes us 
one. 


• But in saying that we are contending for the faith, we are not just saying that we are 
protecting a set of principles. We are contending for and advancing the plan. And 
what is God’s plan? It is to form a family that is one, who loves him with all their 
heart, mind, soul, and strength.


• This is the common thread here. Have you noticed that each verse and every aspect 
of these verses pivot on the establishment and reinforcement of God’s family? 

!
I don’t want to do all this sometimes (and I'm a pastor!) 

• I don't want to be putty in Jesus’ hands. I have no control that way.


• I don’t want to be humble. I want to exploit my position & power to control people.


• I don’t want to be second-fiddle to anyone. I want to be important.


• I don’t always want to be engaged in people's struggles.


• I don’t want to be affectionate and tender. That’s not manly. That's weak.


• But I do want to talk about our common salvation. Now that’s fun! That’s the part I 
want to do! I’m good at that! (But that's not evidence of love for Jesus or spiritual 
maturity. 

• Then there’s the issue of restoring people from their darkness, which necessarily 
means hard conversations and I don't like those. No matter how “kid-glovey” I get, 
those conversations rarely seem to go well. 


• There are times that I don’t want to take responsibility for the entire church’s welfare. 
That’s overwhelming. 


But everyone of us is responsible to do this. Why? Because this is what spiritual 
maturity looks like. 

!
What We Must Do 
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• We must punch in the face the lie that these kinds of relationships are a crushing 
weight to bear and a source of unhappiness!!

• God wants these things to happen to us! (Beneficiary of humble friends; receiver of 
affection, genuine care, etc.).  God wants the currency of our covenant as fellow heirs 
in Jesus, but also fellow members of CTR, to be mercy, peace, and love.!

• These aren't consequential virtues, as though we need to learn how to react in 
humility when people make us angry. Humility and love is our new identity, our new 
humanity. There's joy in this lifestyle! !
!
What Now?!

• So the question, necessarily, is what kind of environment do we need to craft in our 
church so that we can become these things? !

• Many people come to me with their heartbreaking stories of how their loved ones have 
been hurt by the church. It is my conviction that church hurts because so few 
churches seriously attempt to craft transforming communities. !

- This is why we're asking you to no longer skip our Sunday gathering;!
- This is why we are pleading with you to no longer view Missional Communities 

as an encouraging, but unnecessary add-on. !
- This is why we're asking our members to embrace our church's specific 

rhythms.!

• What I'm talking about is the difference between approaching Christianity as a hobby 
or as a lifestyle. If my Christianity terminates at an encouraging experience in the 
scriptures, then it's merely a hobby. But if it leads to becoming a doer of the word, 
then it's a lifestyle...and watch out - you won't know me in a few years because God is 
changing me.!

!!
Missional Community Liturgy 

• We are taking these implications very seriously. It is our heart's desire to equip you to 
cultivate a vibrant relationship with Jesus - a relationship marked by the strong 
virtues I mentioned beforehand. 
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• This is why we are training our Missional Community leaders with what I refer to as a 
liturgy for our gatherings. A liturgy is simply training wheels to help us become more 
committed worshipers.


• A liturgy helps us become natural at something that feels unnatural: worship, prayer, 
speaking the truth in love, care and engagement in people's needs, etc.


• Ron and I recently met at Starbucks to do this liturgy together. And it was awesome. 
It's simply a guide that not only any Missional Community leader can follow to 
facilitate worship in his or her group, but anyone can use it. It's that simple. 


• What particularly struck me as we sat there together was that - and I truly believe this 
- that if you, the people of our church, consistently participate in a Missional 
Community, you will organically learn how to:


- Enjoy a deeper understanding of God's word on your own;

- Grow in your enthusiasm for prayer;

- Fluently praise God, and with a genuine joy for him;

- Become more aware of and cultivate your spiritual gifts;

- Experience relationships with people in your church who become dear friends 

and people that, together, you all can sincerely bear one another's burdens;

- And, finally, a community that will be messy, one that will, at times, test your 

patience, and be the perfect crucible that the Spirit will use to turn you into 
humility and love.


!
Bear with us - our leaders are all still being trained. Some groups are ready to use this 
while others aren’t. In the mean time, please be patient and put down roots in the 
rhythms of our church. Be a genuine participant in a Missional Community.

!
I really like the feeling of getting stuff out of the Bible. But now I am responsible for 
what I know. I must be a doer of God’s word and not a hearer only.   Will you be a doer 4

of God’s word?
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