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Slide - "Ten Thousand Years": What we will learn about the future will change 
everything about how we live in the present.

!
I. Ironies in Scripture: Christ died for our sin. He instituted the Lord's Supper as a 

worshipful reminder of his sacrifice. And the Corinthians sin even at that! 

!
II. The Corinthian's Sacramental Sin

17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you 
come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in 
part...


• 1st problem: Divisions


• Various factions aligned with different preachers


• People suing one another

!
20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, 
each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk.

22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of 
God and humiliate those who have nothing?...


• Doesn't look like the church; it looks like a restaurant on a Friday night.


• 2nd problem: Decadence - Their community was drowning in self-indulgence.


• Drunkenness


• Neglected the poor in their community 


• If this is happening at the Lord's Supper, this is happening everywhere within their 
community. The way they approach communion is a microcosm of their church.

!
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III. The Spirit's Response

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."


• 1 - The Lord's Supper centers us, reminding us who we belong to and what we are.


• Pastor Brian Loritts' sermon (Kainos Conf.): Rev. 5:5-6: John had a vision of God's 
throne room in heaven and was told by an angel to "behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David...(And here's what he saw)...6 And between the throne and 
the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it 
had been slain..."  Pastor Loritts went on to say that the church needs the kind of 
leaders who look like lambs, not lions.


• The Lord's Supper is more than a symbol; it's a microcosm of how we live our lives. 
Our bloodied lamb showed us the way to live. Now we live as broken pieces of bread 
in this world.


• The Corinthians were corrupted by divisions, decadence, and drunkenness. Rather, 
they (and we) should have been giving their lives away.


• This is why, as we'll see in a moment, that we are proclaiming his death. Resurrection 
life is dead to this world the way it currently is.

!
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.


• 2 - The Lord's Supper reminds us that we are all missionaries.


• Notice it's not just the pastor who proclaims the Lord's death. We all do.


• Again, the Lord's Supper is a microcosm...of a life that proclaims Christ.


• Recently, I was lamenting to Ron my struggle in telling some people about Jesus - 
people that I genuinely want to see come to Christ, but with whom I'm reticent to 
share the gospel because I don't want to alienate them. A certain film rolls in my 
mind as I wrestle with this. Here's what it is: I befriend a neighbor and after a short 
time I share my faith with them. As I'm doing so, their eyes gloss over in disinterest or 
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they're even repulsed. Either way, our relationship is effectively over and so is my 
chance to lead them to Christ. That "hell-fire and brimstone" preacher they grew up 
under turned their hearts into concrete and I don't want to further complicate things. 
Then Ron reminded me of Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 2:16, that we are to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Our job is 
simply to proclaim.

!
!
• 3 - The Lord's Supper reminds us not to get comfortable in the world in its current 

condition.


• From the First Coming of Christ 2000-years ago to the Second at some unknown 
point in the future, the message we proclaim is Christ's death.


• Sound too grim?


• Remember, the world hated Jesus. The result was his death. 


• But he willingly died to save us from our death because we are children of this world. 
We are products of this world who think that the best way to live is by flexing our 
muscles, inflating our reputations, covering ourselves in trendy clothes, indulging in 
pleasure, and triumphantly crowning ourselves monarchs of our own little, pathetic 
worlds. To embrace Jesus' way is to reject the world's. And the world won't like that.


• Are we like the Corinthian believers who grew in their worldly affections or do we 
embrace the cup of the Lamb? 


• Will we abandon our way for the way of Christ? When we take the Lord's Supper, this 
is what we mean.

!
• 4 - The Lord's Supper reminds us of the hope that Jesus is always with us and will 

never abandon us.


• Partaking of the broken bread and of the cup which represents his body and blood 
(his presence) reminds us that he is literally with us right now by virtue of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit no matter how tough the going gets. 


• But it also reminds us that HE IS COMING AGAIN. Physically. And the world will only 
be totally healed at that time. We set our hearts on the Age to Come. 
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• Until that time, The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears 
say, "Come." (Revelation 22:17)


• Remember: Christ paid the price when we can't get anything right, either!
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