
Sunday, August 16 | Growing God’s Way 

I. Public Reading of Text, Ephesians 4:11-16 

II. Have you ever experienced Ephesians 4:16? “joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love.”

• This is Paul’s fundamental theology on how church should work


IV. Text 

• [11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  
- Leadership…


• [12] to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  
- The Kingdom New Testament: To “build up the King’s body.” - Kingdom New 

Testament

- This is all about living in such a way that God receives the glory!

- So that the king will be exalted among us!


- Work of Ministry: 

- Work: Don’t filter this through the job you hate, but Genesis 1 mandate

- Ministry: Serving - others (Genesis 1 —> image-bearers)


- The aim of our preaching and our programs should be to cultivate life-on-life ministry 
with each other.


• [13] until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,  

- Unity of faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God: 

- Jesus is glorified in our community

- Together, we depend on him

- Together, have a unity of learning about him

- Tip: Process your behavior and decisions through…


- God’s Grace: If we are in Christ, we are forgiven and accepted; no shame

- God’s Glory: We are to live not for the sake of being good, but for the fame 

of God — allow your goodness to be founded on this

- Finding our identity in Christ is the purest form of human life and flourishing. 
- Maturity/Stature = unity (with people!)
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- Don’t overlook the emphasis on unity — the riches of human flourishing is 
inseparable from deepening, interdependent relationships within the body of Christ.


• [14] so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

- This is a description of all the contrary beliefs the world promotes to that we have to 
be on guard against each day.


- LGBT sentiment within the Christian community

- Maturity = The ability to recognize this trickery


• [15] Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ,  

- Truth: We can’t speak it unless we know it;

- Speaking the truth to one another;

- Implications:


- Know the truth — v. 13: “knowledge of the Son of God”)

- Speak the truth — be intentional; be fascinated with people’s lives (Haley 

Prescott)

- Listen to the truth — Humility (shut up!)

- All this requires Relational Equity — building a history of love and forgiveness 

(last week)


• [16] from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself 
up in love. 

- God supplies strength for growth, but the delivery system is community.

- Leadership has the responsibility to nurture and massage interdependency within the 

local church. 

- Leadership must structure all sermons and programs for this end: LOVE.

- Love! Community isn’t just the means; it’s the goal! Can’t love without it!


V. Conclusion: "The opposite of addiction is not sobriety. The opposite of addiction is 
connection." - Johann Hari1

 TedGlobalLondon. “Everything You Think You Know About Addiction Is Wrong. June 2015.1

http://www.ted.com/talks/johann_hari_everything_you_think_you_know_about_addiction_is_wrong?language=en 
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