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If I Have Not Love | The Evidence of Adoption  
1 John 3:1-10 

Introduction 
• Wrapping up series today

• Next week 

• Leadership Meeting today…


Goal of this series 
• To give you a new target; new expectations

• Positively: a new vision for living

• A new definition of what it means to be a Jesus-person (“Christian”)


Soong-Chan Rah on “Sin” (from his book, Prophetic Lament) 

• Greek’s word for “sin” was merely “missing the mark”

• Our culture has the same low view of sin (“messed up;” “stumbled;” “snafu;” “mistake”)


• We have an unhealthy preoccupation with how our “mistakes” make us feel

• Rah


- “The Western view of sin tends to limit our understanding to the guilt of the individual 
who commits the sin…Jerusalem’s experience outlined in Lamentations 1 points to the 
guilt of her sinful acts but also reveals how Jerusalem has been ravaged by sin and the 
subsequent shame that emerges.”


- When we think of sin, we must also consider and lament how people in our lives have 
been victimized by us.


- This is one reason why obedience to God, according to the Bible, are inseparable.


Text 
[1] See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

• Command: “See” — Seriously interact with this; look closely (vs. 4-10)

• We are given God’s love — we have been adopted by him; made his


- Application: We do that to each other. We make each other ours. 


• The world: “Human society as it is organized under the power of evil" - C.H. Dodd
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- Application: Does your life make sense to the world around you? Do you fit into the way 
this world functions? 


[2] Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  
• We will be like him in the resurrection


[3] And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

• Looks backward to abiding in him in 2:26-28:

“I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. [27] But the anointing 

that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. 
But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has 

taught you, abide in him. [28] And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we 
may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. [29] If you know that he 
is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of 

him.” 
• Dive into community and watch the Spirit work in your life.


[4] Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

• Why does John utilize parallelism & repetition?

- He is trying to encourage his readers to gaze into and think closely about his words;

- He wants his readers to feel his words – the weight of his words rather than moving on 

quickly to the next idea;

- He's not speaking verbally to them, so he can’t move them with his tone or voice 

inflections. He must resort to some other method to a rest their attention;

- What he is saying is massively important. 
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4 = 8a 
5 = 8b
6a = 9
7b = 10
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• 4 The practice of sinning is lawlessness —> 8a The practice of sinning is of the devil

He wants them to realize that their lusts and pride are the offspring of the devil himself.  

• 5 Jesus appeared to take away sins —> 8b Jesus appeared to destroy the devil’s works

He wants them to see that this isn’t merely a mystical statement about Jesus. Jesus literally 

came to destroy the devil’s works in us. 

• 6 No one who abides in him keeps sinning —> 9 Those born of God don’t practice sinning

(John shepherds his flock through this idea) 

• 7b Who practices righteousness is righteous as God is —> 10 Those who practice 
righteousness and loves his brother is a child of God; Those who don’t are the offspring of 
the devil.


- “the sin a Christian ‘does not’ and ‘cannot’ do is habitual and persistent sin. He may sin 

sometimes, even with the consent of the mind and the will, but he is overwhelmed by 
grief and repentance afterwards.” — John Stott 

- Psalm 51:1-2: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according 

to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” 

[5] You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  
[6] No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen 
him or known him.  

[7] Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he 
is righteous.  
[8] Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 

beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.  
[9] No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.  

• Bottom line: The reason love and obedience go hand-in-hand is because they both originate 
from the same source — the “seed” of God that is deposited in the soul of every believer. 


• We should be very concerned about our spiritual state if we are growing morally, but see 
little evidence of growing empathy, tenderness, compassion, long-suffering, and emotional 
engagement with others.


Challenge 
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[10] By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 

whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his 
brother. 

• The evidence of adoption = growing love & the intentional cultivation of righteous patterns of 
doing life


- Love: Growing love…for those who are difficult to love (because I don't need growing 
love for those who are easy to love!) 


- Righteousness: A distinct dedication to the cultivation of righteous patterns of living. 

• Begin Here: Root yourself in the local church

• Learn to abide in him
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