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If I Have Not Love | Do I Really Love God? Part 1 
Deuteronomy 6:1-25 

Introduction 

• Is our love for God verifiable? 

• Many claim they "love God," but if that was the case - according to 1 John - we would love one 
another in profound ways. 

• I think we hide behind the sentiment that we love God. 
- Some of us behave in ways that is totally inconsistent with Christianity. 
- Who would dare question our love for Jesus, regardless of how much we sin? 
- Yet, some of us are sincere in expressing this - though we might be misguided - because 

Many of us define love as having an emotional affinity for something/someone and 
that affinity is totally unrelated to morality or virtue. 

- This is why some artists receive awards for music they produce which is profane, 
sexualized, and mean-spirited and thank their "Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (i.e. Nicki 
Minaj cussing Miley Cyrus moments after thanking her pastor for his guidance.). 

• If we don't love God, there's no way we will love one another well.  

• So how do we know we really love Jesus? 

Transition - Moses' Farewell Address 

• Jesus, John 13:33-34 - "Where I am going you cannot come.' 34 A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another." 

• Moses, Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might." 

• What did the command to love God mean to the ancient Israelites? Context... 

How Do We Love The Lord? 
1 "Now this is the commandment-the statutes and the rules-that the LORD your God commanded 
me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 
2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his 
statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your 
days may be long. 
3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you 
may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 
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1) To love the Lord is obey the Lord. 
• Misconceptions of freedom, grace & the law 

• God is a person. To reject God's authority is to rule against his nature. It is to condemn him as 
unworthy and unfit for our lives. 

• Do you love Jesus' teachings? It's one thing to claim love for Jesus. It's wholly another to love 
everything Jesus is about.  

• 1 John 5:3 - "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments..." 

• 2 John 2:6 - "And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments..." 
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- God's laws were never intended to save Israel, but to distinguish Israel as God's people. 
- To be "under the law" is to not be under grace; so it is to be under the penalty of the law; it is to be 

considered guilty.  
- Thus, to be free from the law ("freedom in Christ"; "freedom in the Spirit") is to be delivered from 

the penalty of the law. It doesn't mean we are no longer accountable to the law. "Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom" (2 Cor. 3:17) does NOT mean that we no longer have rules to 
follow or commands to obey. 

- "Freedom" is not the absence of God's commands. It is the absence of God's condemnation 
because Jesus suffered our verdict. Freedom from the law is to be pardoned from our guilt; to be 
declared innocent. And this only happens when we place our trust wholly in Christ (Theologians: 
Christ's "penal substitution"). 

- For instance, if I was in prison for some crime and then I was exonerated and released, I wouldn't 
then think, "I am no longer guilty. I am free. This means I don't have to follow any laws. I'm under 
grace." 

- In both the New and Old Testament, covenant faithfulness is key.  


