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If I Have Not Love | Do I Really Love God? (Part 2) 
Deuteronomy 6:1-25 

Introduction 

• C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves  1

- “Pleasures can be divided into two classes; those which would not be pleasant at all unless 
they are preceded by desire, and those which are pleasures in their own right and need no 
such preparation.” 

• Need Pleasure: Drink of water - Pleasure only if you are thirsty 

• Pleasure of Appreciation: Smell - “the breath from a bean-field or a row of sweet peas 
meeting you on your morning walk. You were in want of nothing, completely contented, 
before it; the pleasure, which may be very great, is an unsolicited, super-added gift.” 

- “Need pleasures…certainly ‘die on us’ with extraordinary abruptness, and completely. [A 
drink of water is] very attractive indeed when we come in parched from mowing the grass; 
six seconds later [it is] emptied of all interest. The smell of frying food is very different before 
and after breakfast.” 

- “Pleasures of Appreciation are very different. They make us feel that something has not 
merely gratified our senses but claimed our appreciation by right. The connoisseur does not 
merely enjoy his claret [or fine wine] as he might enjoy warming his feet when they were 
cold. He feels that here is a wine that deserves his full attention; that justifies all the tradition 
and skill that have gone to its making and all the years of training that have made his own 
palate fit to judge it. There is even a glimmering of usefulness in his attitude. he wants the 
wine to be preserved and kept in good condition, not entirely for his own sake. Even if he 
were on his death-bed and was never going to drink wine again, he would be horrified at 
the thought of this vintage be spilled or spoiled or even drunk by clods (like myself) who 
can’t tell a good claret from a bad. And so with the man who passes the sweet-peas. he 
does not simply enjoy, he feels that this fragrance somehow deserves to be enjoyed. He 
would blame himself if he went past inattentive and undelighted. It would be blockish, 
insensitive. It would be a shame that that so fine a thing should have been wasted on him. 
He will remember the delicious moment years hence. He will be sorry when he hears that 
the garden past which his walk led him that day has now been swallowed up by cinemas, 
garages, and the new by-pass.” 

 Lewis, C.S. The Four Loves: An Exploration of the Nature of Love. First Mariner Books Edition. 2012. 10-14.1
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- “The objects which afford pleasures of appreciation give us the feeling — whether irrational 

or not — that we somehow owe it to them to savor, to attend to and praise them.” 

• Is God an object of need-love in your life or appreciation love? If we don’t get this figured out, 
today’s message may be futile.  

Transition - Moses' Farewell Address 

• Jesus, John 13:33-34 - "Where I am going you cannot come.' 34 A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another." 

• Moses, Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might." 

• What did the command to love God mean to the ancient Israelites? Context... 

How Do We Love The Lord? 
1 "Now this is the commandment-the statutes and the rules-that the LORD your God commanded 
me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 
2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his 
statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your 
days may be long. 
3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you 
may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 

1) To love the Lord is obey the Lord. 
• 1 John 5:3 - "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments..." 

• 2 John 2:6 - "And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments…" 

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

2) To love God is to fashion my lifestyle as a temple of God. 
• Emotional connection (harder for children to reject your ways when you are close) 

• Leveraging teaching moments (kids) 

• Learning to walk in humility (spouses) 

• Addressing idols… 
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- TV placement? 
- iPod/Smart Phone apps? (Your children AND you) 

• What does your home say about your values? 

10 "And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you-with great and good cities that you did not build, 
11 and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and 
vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant-and when you eat and are full,  
12 then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 
13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. 

3) To love the Lord is to discipline my wandering heart. 
• Risk that our hearts will wander. Be conscious of this threat.  

- Hebrews 3:12-13: “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. [13] But exhort one another every day, 
as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin.”  

• Robert Roberts hymn — written in 1757 at 22-yrs-old: 
	 	 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be,  
Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

• How do we discipline our wandering hearts???… 

4) To love the Lord is to "palm" the gospel. [Fluency] 
• We discipline our wandering hearts with thankfulness as we recall God’s great grace! 

- vs. 10-11: 
• “God brings you to the land that he swore to your fathers” - based on his commitment, 

not our works… 
• “great and good cities you did not build” - no earning… 
• “houses full of all good things that you did not fill” - no earning… 
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• “cisterns that you did not dig” - no earning… 
• “vineyard and olive trees that you did not plant” - no earning… 

• Gospel Conscience: Moses commands us to fear God - to revere him because he is a 
"consuming fire" (4:24; 9:3). In other words, we should be scared of sinning against him.  

• So we must be aware of the precise condition of our hearts! 
- Tell someone who is godly; 
- Do life with godly people 
- Most importantly, constantly be aware of your heart's condition. 

20 "When your son asks you in time to come, 'What is the meaning of the testimonies and the 
statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?' 
21 then you shall say to your son, 'We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
22 And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against 
Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 
23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore 
to give to our fathers. 
24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 
• Succeeding generations will ask for the reason behind the rules - they weren't there at the Red 

Sea, when Moses descended the mountain with his face aglow with the glory of God, when 
water flowed from the rock, when manna fell from heaven, etc. Future generations won't 
share the profound experiences of their ancestors.  

• So how was love for God to be stirred within them?   
- Our community and our families must “palm the gospel” 
- Strong speculation —> An “emotional feeling which flows out of one’s perceptions..”    2

- Tell and retell the story of God’s deliverance… 
- Constantly recall God's deliverance; his salvation; the gospel.  

• We are uniquely chosen by God; elected by him as his chosen people; 

• The deliverance was unilaterally miraculous - they could not have saved 
themselves (Ephesians 2:4-6: "But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ-by grace you have been saved — 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...") 

 Theological Dictionary Of The Old Testament. Volume 1. Revised Edition. Eerdmans. 1971. 103.2
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Conclusion: Let's begin here...what is it to love God?... 

1. Obey the Lord 
2. Fashion our lifestyles into temples of God 
3. Discipline our wandering hearts with God’s grace 
4. "Palm" the gospel
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