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If I Have Not Love | Do I Really Love God? (Part 3) 
Deuteronomy 6:17-25 

Introduction: What does it mean to love in Deuteronomy 6?  1

• Deut. 6: Shemah prayer: "Hear O Israel the Lord our God is one. You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength." 

• Used in various ways: 
- A relationship between a king and his subjects; 
- Affection between members of the opposite sex; 
- A parent's love for a child; 
- Friendly relationship between men (David & Jonathan); 
- A teacher and disciple; 
- Love for countrymen; 
- Between Yahweh and his godly ones. 

• Meanings - The origin of the word is uncertain -- narrowed to a range of meanings... 
- An awareness that all of our energies are demanded;  
- Loving Jerusalem, God's sanctuary, Zion...IOW: A disposition in which we seek to love 

what God loves 
- A conscious act in behalf of the person who is loved  

• Two weeks ago -- To love the Lord is to obey the Lord. 

• Remember: obedience 

• 1 John 5:3 - "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments..." 

• The Lord commands us to love one another. But how?? What is it to love? 

• One in particular got my attention...passive approach...often overlooked... 

- An affectionate feeling produced by emotional stimulation...an 

emotional feeling which flows out of one's perceptions. 

What is it that we perceive which stimulates this feeling?  
(It seems like this is partly what Moses has in mind in Deuteronomy 6...) 
6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

 Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Volume 1. Ed. Botterweck & Ringgren. Eerdmans. 1971. 102-104.1

Bennett �1



September 20, 2015

8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
• Intentional teaching...as we walk (teaching, instruction embedded in normal rhythms)  

• jewelry, adornments...decor (see God's word) 

To love God is to fashion our culture/lifestyle as a temple of God. 

12 then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 

To love the Lord is to discipline our wandering hearts. 
• Our hearts are prone to wander.  

• Consciousness of this threat --> Instruction; meditation 

• How do we discipline our wandering hearts???… 

4) To love the Lord is to "palm" the gospel. [Fluency] 
• Undergirds loving feelings: Fear God. 

- 13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall 
swear. 

- Gospel Conscience: Moses commands us to fear God - to revere him because he is a 
"consuming fire" (4:24; 9:3). In other words, we should be scared of sinning against him.  

• Another way to discipline our wandering hearts is to recall God’s great grace!... 

Remember: Things that stimulate love for God... 
20 "When your son asks you in time to come, 'What is the meaning of the testimonies and the 
statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?' 
21 then you shall say to your son, 'We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
22 And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against 
Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 
23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore 
to give to our fathers. 
24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 
• Succeeding generations will ask for the reason behind the rules - they weren't there at the Red 

Sea, when Moses descended the mountain with his face aglow with the glory of God, when 
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water flowed from the rock, when manna fell from heaven, etc. Future generations won't 
share the profound experiences of their ancestors.  

• To ask why isn't bad. --> rules are God's favor (our new identity), not self-saving 

• So how was love for God to be stirred within them?   
- Our community and our families must “palm the gospel” 
- Strong speculation —> An “emotional feeling which flows out of one’s 

perceptions..”    2

- Tell and retell the story of God’s deliverance… 
- Constantly recall God's deliverance; his salvation; the gospel.  

• We are uniquely chosen by God; elected by him as his chosen people; 

• The deliverance was unilaterally miraculous - they could not have saved 
themselves (Ephesians 2:4-6: "But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ-by grace you have been saved — 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...") 

Conclusion: Let's begin here...what is it to love God?... 
1. Obey the Lord 
2. Fashion our lifestyles into temples of God 
3. Discipline our wandering hearts with God’s grace 
4. "Palm" the gospel

 Ibid. 2
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