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If I Have Not Love | Fellowship With Us  
1 John 1:1-4 

Introduction
• Paraphrase text

• Question: Is this compelling enough for you?…
- …that in Jesus, we can be tight?
- Your soul craves to be known and loved.

• Point:
- Salvation is not a private affair. It involves a richly textured togetherness.
- And that's not bad news! It's joy! Glorious friendship is euphoric!
- 2 Corinthians 11:2: “For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one 

husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ."

Text — 1 John 1:1-4 — A snapshot of things to come this fall…
[1] That which was from the beginning (Predawn of time; Jesus’ preexistence), which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life—

• Not bragging…but bringing credibility and strength to his testimony here (not visions...)

• Why "Word of Life"?
- Why doesn't he just say Jesus?
- Because Jesus is now proclaimed — not known in the flesh...you can touch him, too. 

Here's how...
- Life: The nature and quality of life in God revealed primarily in Jesus.

[[2] the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 

eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—]
• A parentheses — describes how verse 1 can happen 

• Jesus manifested himself in history and in the flesh

• Eternal Life (age to come)
- ESV: “proclaim to you the eternal life” (gives impression of life after death or purely 

spiritual things)
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- Better…“AGE” (Kingdom New Testament: “announce to you the life of God’s coming 
age”…Life we can taste in part right now.

• “Life” describes the power of the future that has broken into the present

• John and the other apostles are saying that they “have seen the future, and it is full of light 
and life and joy and hope” and we can taste the future now (NTW 131).

• What is that taste?...

[3] that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
[4] And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

• Describes the purpose of John’s proclamation (Why did he who was from the beginning — 
the “word of life," Jesus — manifest himself?

- Immediate purpose: That he may enjoy fellowship with these believers;
- Ultimate purpose: Completed joy (only in the age to come)

• Fellowship
- Fellowship most often meant “a business partnership” or “the sharing of particular goods 

and benefits between people,” but John stretches it to mean Fellowship: “a kind of life, 
a quality of life, which is God’s very own life, and which God himself is now 
sharing with the people who have heard and seen the life-come-to-life called 
Jesus” (N.T. Wright). 

• Proclamation
- Others who didn’t meet Jesus receive an invitation by the “word of life” (the gospel 

proclamation) to enter into fellowship with Jesus, the apostles, and the brothers and 
sisters of the church. 

• The “apostolic objective in proclamation of the gospel [is] human fellowship arising 
spontaneously from a divine fellowship” (John Stott).

Conclusion - John Owen on perceiving the glory of Christ…
• What to do to hear, see
1. “Make up your mind that to behold the glory of Christ is the greatest privilege which 

is given to believers in this life. This is the dawning of heaven.”

• When I find that Christ is not compelling, I know that I am the problem, not Christ. So I 
don’t withdraw from him.
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2. “We must be taught by God.”

• Pray with Paul that the eyes of your understanding may be enlightened to behold the 
glory of God in Christ.” 

3. “Learn how to behold the glory of Christ by remembering how you once set your 
mind on worldly things.”

• We fantasized, gazed at, dreamed about, meditated on, lusted after, delighted in, and 
surrendered to the world.

• Do the same with the things of God. 

Other Implications

• Is it any wonder why there is a rapidly growing belief in our society that…it’s better and safer 
to retreat from people…that people aren't worth the hassle and the drama…homogeneous 
relationships are better? OUR WORLD HATES LOVE

Bennett �3


