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If I Have Not Love | Anti-antichrists  

1 John 2:15-29 

Introduction 

• Love isn't a compartment of our lives that can be neglected or improved in isolation of who 
we are. 


• It's not like cross-stitching or basketball. For us believers, it's our essence in Christ that 
gradually emerges as we submit to the Spirit's work within us. Love emerges by the power 
of the Spirit through the instrument of discipleship.


Context 

• Early heresy: 

• Viewed this world as inherently evil;


• To be escaped from through mystical knowledge;


• Reasoned that Jesus couldn't have come in the flesh

• Thus, Jesus is no longer enough - at best, he kick-started a spiritual experience but his 

work wasn't sufficient.

• Because this world is evil, people are worthless - unworthy of love.


• John is writing to a group of churches who've lost members to this heretical movement.

• He's encouraging them to persevere in their faith


• The path to full joy is not through mystical experiences, but in knowing the one true God as 
he has been revealed in Jesus and in loving communion with one another.


Text 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 

• Love for God now contrasted with love of world

• World: 


• "The world as it places itself over against God" (NTWright)

• "Human society as it is organized under the power of evil" - C.H. Dodd


• Caution: We can't engage in the same hatred of the creation like the early heretics. 

• The creation remains good.

• The creation is to be enjoyed with thanksgiving.
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• 1 Cor. 10:25-26: "Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any 

question on the ground of conscience. 26 For "the earth is the Lord's, and the 
fullness thereof."


• 1 Tim. 4:4-5: "For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 

if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the word of God and 
prayer."


16 For all that is in the world-the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 

life-is not from the Father but is from the world. 
• Focuses on Controlling impulses within (our secrets), not bad behaviors

• These sinful impulses is from the world - decaying human society and our own natural sinful 

tendencies. The world = a congregation of sinners.


17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever. 
• Brokenness is passing away


• Big Picture: Throughout the whole earth, the world's darkness is passing away. 

• Zooming in: Darkness is losing its grip on believers.

• Question: Do you see evidence in your life that these desires are perishing?


• It only LOOKS like lovelessness is prevailing. Those who believe in the power of hate, 
bigotry, meanness, violence, rudeness, wrath, a sharp tongue, and the like are naive - these 
weapons only seem powerful now, but they have a sell-by date.


• Those who embrace the Savior's way will live forever - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.


18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 

antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

• "Last hour"

• Previous verse - "the world is passing away" = "last hour"

• The antichrist has apparently not yet come.


• "The Antichrist" 

• One translation opts for the Hebrew form, "antimessiah"

• Antichrist's appearing was a sign the end was approaching;


• "You have heard the antichrist is coming" - part of the earliest Christian teaching 
("apostolic teaching," Stott).
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• May be the same person Paul describes in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, "the man of 
lawlessness." 


• "antichrists"


• Focus of this verse is on antichrists, not the antichrist.


• Already here...sot of:

• 1 John 4:3 - spirit of the antichrist is presently working in the world

• 2 Thess. 2 - Paul said "the secret power of lawlessness is already at work"


• Unmistakable: John contrasts the antichrist spirit of our age with love of the Father (and 
one another). 


• Antichrist attributes: Lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.


19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 
• If they were of the Father, they would have remained in communion with us.

• The scriptures validate our complaint that not everyone in the church is like Jesus. They 

don't validate the claim that This indicts God, though. 

• "Visible and invisible church"


• Note: We're talking about ejecting from the faith, not changing church affiliation.


20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 

• "Anointed"

• John's playing on words here

• He uses the same root for antichrist to describe the faithful


• Christ = anointed one


• We who are loyal to Christ are Anti-antichrists!


-----FIRST STOPPING POINT------------------------------------------------ 
Challenge 

• With every act of un-love, we are throwing in with the world - we are communing with the 
antichrist spirit of our age.


• Dealing with feelings of inadequacy?


• Begin here: 

• Dive into community, looking for opportunities that will come your way in which spiritual 

growth will be stimulated in your life. 

• If you are called to a life of deepening fellowship with the Trinity and other believers, 

why not begin there?
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• Forget the fact you go weeks without reading your Bible. Forget the fact that you rarely 
pray. Just dive in to relationships and watch the Holy Spirit begin the work in your life.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 

because no lie is of the truth. 
• They've heard the truth. They don't need special knowledge!

• "Remember who you are!"


22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who 
denies the Father and the Son.  
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

• Antichrists = false teachers

• Heresy: Denial of Jesus' humanity; that it only appeared that he came in the flesh.


• Love is grounded firmly in the truth of God's word.


24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
25 And this is the promise that he made to us-eternal life. 

• Christianity is not a passive lifestyle. We must be about the business of cultivating the 
ground of our hearts, seeking that the seed of God's word to be planted within us, and 
nurturing those seeds in regular worship and fellowship together.


26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 
27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that 

anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 
no lie-just as it has taught you, abide in him. 

• He's not saying we don't need teachers. (He's writing to teach them!). 


• He's addressing the problem of false teachers who claim to have special spiritual insight that 
Jesus' disciples didn't have.


• Notice: John encouraged them to seek the Spirit's guidance. He didn't jockey for more 
authority in their lives ("the man of God").


28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and 
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 
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29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness 

has been born of him.  
• Whose appearance is John more concerned about - the Antichrist's or Jesus'? 

• Our life in Christ is a PRACTICE.


Challenge 
• With every act of un-love, we are throwing in with the world - we are communing with the 

antichrist spirit of our age.

• But we are anointed with the same anointing Christ received when he was baptized!

• We can't claim to love God, yet be controlled by the antichrist spirit of this world - the lust of 

the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.


• What proves our allegiance to God is our love for one another.
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