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BIBLE READING — LUKE 4:16-30 

INTRODUCTION 

Greeting  

Today, I only hope to communicate one thing — Jesus is Beautiful.  
Say that with me. Jesus is Beautiful.  
Say it again. Jesus is Beautiful. 

This truth is critical — a cornerstone of the Gospel being truly good news. And 
yet, I’m not sure we always really believe it. Or at least we don’t fully grasp its 
significance.  

Today, let’s invite the Spirit of God to open our eyes to the beauty of Christ. 

PRAYER 



OPENING ILLUSTRATION 

When I was in junior high and high school, I began to learn how to share my 
faith for the first time. At first it was just about memorizing verses, and being 
able to clearly articulate the Gospel in a way anyone could understand — 
spelling out man’s problem of sin and God’s solution of grace through Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection. Later in college, I took a course called Evangelism 
Explosion where we learned helpful diagrams and clever ways to generate a 
spiritual conversation with a stranger out of thin air. Later still I became 
acquainted with more advanced strategies of relational evangelism — patiently 
building trust with unbelievers and spending time with them, just hanging out 
until the right moment came along.  

I don’t want to demean any of these methods or tools, because surely 
thousands if not millions have come to know Jesus through them. But I’ll be 
honest, they rarely sat well with me.  

I often felt disingenuous in my interactions with those in my life who weren’t 
Christians. Like a used car salesman or a telemarketer, I felt as if I was playing a 
game of bait and switch, repackaging and repurposing my faith into something 
attractive and alluring that hopefully might convince them, sway them, compel 
them to believe what I believed.  

Here’s the real problem — I didn't ever really believe the Good News I had to 
share would sound very good to them. I was busy trying to tell them about an 
idea, rather than inviting them to meet a person. I never really believed they 
would see Jesus as beautiful. 



PREFACE 
  

Before we dig into today’s text in Luke, I want to answer two important 
questions. First: 

Q: What do we mean by beauty, when we say Jesus is beautiful? 

Beauty is that which captures our gaze, delights us, attracts us and draw us in. 

So we are saying that Jesus, who he is and what he does, attracts people, 
captures their gaze and draws them into His presence. 

In fact, we see this all throughout the Gospels — people drawn to Jesus, crowds 
gathering wherever he goes, traveling with him all across the countryside, 
people compelled to watch him, listen to him, touch him and follow him. But 
that brings us to the second question: 

Q: What exactly makes Jesus beautiful to people? 

Isaiah 52:7 prophesies: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of 
happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

There are two main reasons Jesus is beautiful. First, He brings good news. The 
very best news. News of salvation, hope, restoration and peace. 

Second, He embodies this good news. He makes it immediately tangible. He 
manifests the Gospel in ways that actually bring real hope, healing, peace and 
joy to people right now. In ways they can understand and identify with. The sick 
are healed. The dead are raised. The prisoner is freed. The poor cared for. 

We see this kind of beauty demonstrated clearly in today’s text.  
Look with me again at Luke 4:16… 



BIBLE  —  LUKE 4:16-22 

- Jesus returns home to Nazareth right after the start of His ministry. 
- From the context of this passage, it’s clear the townspeople have heard of the 

early miracles He has done in other towns in Galilee. 
- Jesus reads a Messianic prophecy from Isaiah 61, sits down, and then 

proceeds to say it has been fulfilled, basically claiming to be the Messiah. 
- The people’s immediate response to Jesus is awe, respect and rapt attention. 
- They are captivated by His words, and expectant that miracles will follow. 
- But the prophecy from Isaiah reveals who exactly will find Jesus beautiful: the 

poor, the captives, the blind, the oppressed. 

1)  JESUS IS BEAUTIFUL TO THOSE WHO SEEM FAR FROM GOD. 

BUT WHY? Jesus almost always engaged those far from God in the area of 
their greatest need, without prerequisite or condition. 

When we remember why Jesus is beautiful, it transforms how we think about 
the Gospel. The Gospel suddenly and dramatically becomes truly good news, 
not just for those who believe, but also and especially for those we think of as 
farthest from God — the outcast, the atheist, the convict and criminal, the 
crippled and diseased, the drunkard and addict, the refugee and immigrant, 
the vagrant and vagabond, the broken and abused, the tyrant and oppressor, 
the poor and destitute, the prostitute and pimp, the marginalized, the 
miscreant, the widow and orphan, those grief-stricken and enraged, the 
fearful and forgotten.  

The vilest of sinners and the most depraved pagans in our acquaintance 
become those most likely to be drawn into His presence, attracted to His 
beauty and transformed by His power. 
 
Let’s look back at the second part of this passage: 



BIBLE  —  LUKE 4:23-30 

- Jesus, knowing the peoples’ hearts, refuses to conform to their expectations 
- He relates two instances of God ministering to pagans in the OT, rather than 

helping the people of Israel, clearly implying His ministry will be focused on 
people they would deem unworthy.  

- The townspeople are enraged and attempt to execute him by throwing him 
off a cliff.  

- These are his friends and neighbors. They grew up with him. They played and 
worked together for the first three decades of his life. In an instant, they are 
driven by His words to murder. 

2)  JESUS IS DESPISED BY THOSE WHO WANT TO CONTROL HIM 

This too was promised. In chapter 53, Isaiah prophesied that the people of 
Israel would not see Jesus as beautiful, but would despise and reject him. 

Throughout the Gospels, those who attacked Jesus and attempted to dismiss 
His ministry were the religious leaders of Israel. They believed they were 
already close to God, and they had a narrow view of God’s of salvation for 
anyone else. They thought they knew what the promised Messiah would look 
like, and so they missed the beauty of Christ. 

Those who must lessen Christ’s love and limit His impact by demanding He 
conform to their expectations, stop seeing Jesus as beautiful. They begin to 
see him as a threat. 

But let’s take a closer look at the two examples Jesus gave the people of 
Nazareth of those He came to save… 



BIBLE  —  LUKE 4:23-30 

- The widow Elijah helps was a Philistine living in Zarephath, the spiritual center 
of Baal worship. 

- The leper Elisha heals was the commander of the Syrian army that had just 
conquered the people of Israel, likely killing thousands. 

- Jesus’ doesn’t pull any punches, clearly using these examples to imply He has 
come to save not just His own people, but even their worst enemies. 

- After Jesus leaves this synagogue, He proceeds to heal lepers, deliver the 
demon-possessed, heal the paralyzed, eat and drink with tax collectors and 
sinners, heal the servant of a Roman soldier, raise a widow’s son from the 
dead, and defend and forgive a prostitute. In almost every case, He chooses 
to intentionally engage the outcasts, the pariahs, the most wretched and 
despised members of the Galilean community. 

3)  JESUS ENGAGES THOSE WE WOULD NOT IN WAYS WE WOULD NOT. 

The truth is, if Jesus showed up in Memphis today, I think many of use would 
be surprised by where He went and who He spent time with. 

I tried to think of modern day examples to parallel the two examples Jesus 
gives in this passage and struggled. In the end, I could only come up with 
God sending help to the Iranian widow of a suicide bomber and to Osama 
Bin Laden.  

I know that sounds extreme, but what Jesus says to His disciples later in Luke 
6:35 is actually just as shocking: “But love your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will 
be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.”  

Listen to that — Jesus tells His disciples to love their enemies, because God is 
kind to the ungrateful and the evil! 



ILLUSTRATION 
While we were in China, I was asked by our missions organization to write a 
contribution for that year’s Lent devotional. The passage I was assigned was 
Mark 10:13-16, where Jesus rebukes his disciples for trying to prevent people 
from bringing their children to Him. While meditating on this scripture the 
Holy Spirit began to reveal to me my own prejudices about who was welcome 
at the feet of Jesus. This is what I wrote: 

I feel certain that my practical understanding of who can approach Jesus – who 
may have the privilege of sitting with him, feeling his touch, and receiving his 
blessing − is much too small. Yes, my theology allows for anyone and everyone 
− people from every culture, status, and walk of life − to enter into relationship 
with my Savior. However, in the grit and grind of everyday life, I sometimes find 
myself dismissing this possibility for many individuals I encounter. Perhaps I 
judge their heart to be too hard or their sin to be too great. Maybe their very 
appearance or the circumstances of our introduction gives me reason to 
question whether they are in reach of the hands of Christ. At best, I find their 
approach towards Jesus unlikely. At the very worst, I deem it unwanted. 

How careful we must be to not filter, with our own presuppositions and 
prejudices, the crowds that long to join us at the feet of Jesus. He wants the 
outcast, the ignored, and the despised from amongst us. The startling truth I 
must accept is this: those Jesus wants near him are the very ones that I would 
hold back. 

So how do we invite others to meet Jesus without inserting our prejudices and 
agendas?… 



APPLICATION 

WHEN WE TRULY BELIEVE JESUS IS BEAUTIFUL, WE CAN INTRODUCE 
OTHERS TO HIM WITHOUT AN AGENDA OR A NEED FOR CONTROL. 

Jesus is real. He is not just an idea or ideology. He is not just historical or 
theological. He is flesh and blood. Living and active. Present and powerful. He 
speaks and people hear His voice. He heals and restores. He forgives and 
comforts. He defends and protects. He appears in visions and dreams. His 
presence is tangibly felt and His power is manifest in countless ways.  

He can and does these things through us. Sometimes. But he needs not one 
of us to accomplish any of it. And often, more often than we think, He does 
any and all of this without our knowledge or permission, outside of our 
expectations, and in ways that would surprise if not shock us. And to those we 
would deem unfit to enter into His presence.  

We must begin inviting people to draw close to Jesus and spend time in His 
presence without inserting our own agendas, our cultural and legalistic 
criteria and our expectations of control. 

We don't have to make Jesus beautiful. He is beautiful. 

We must simply ask ourselves this question:  

Who in our lives have we assumed is unable to approach Jesus or unlikely to 
draw near to Him? How can we encourage them to feel more welcome in His 
presence? 



HERE ARE 7 WAYS WE CAN INTRODUCE OTHERS TO JESUS WITHOUT 
INSERTING OUR OWN AGENDA: 

1. Talk about Jesus as if He is a real-life person others can relate to and 
interact with. 

2. Invite others to talk with Jesus through prayer, ask Him questions and listen 
to His voice. 

3. When you become aware of needs or pain in their life, pray for their 
physical, emotional and relational healing. Invite them to ask Jesus for 
healing as well. 

4. Meet their physical, emotional and relational needs in Jesus name.  
5. Pray for Jesus to appear to them in visions and dreams. Invite them to ask 

Jesus to do this as well. 
6. As they express interest, read or share stories about Jesus from the Gospels 

with them. (Without dominating or guiding the conversation, or asking 
leading questions.) 

7. Invite them to begin following in the way of Jesus (spending time in His 
presence, listening to His voice, learning about Him, and beginning to 
follow His instructions) without asking them to conform to all of your 
expectations of a Christian. 

  
EXAMPLE 
Story of Alan & Anna’s missional community ministering to their gay and 
lesbian neighbors in Long Beach, CA. 

We must learn to invite others to draw near to Jesus without expecting them 
to act as if they have been near Him all along. 



CONCLUSION 

Jesus is beautiful. More beautiful than you or I can imagine.  

And the good news is we don’t have to try and make him more beautiful to 
the world. We can simply invite them in to meet him. This man Jesus who 
captured your gaze, drew you into His presence, and healed your brokenness.  
He can do the same for them. And He will. 



FINAL ILLUSTRATION 

Several years ago I wrote a letter to a dear friend whose life had just been 
turned upside down. He was suffering through a depth of pain and loss I have 
never encountered, and to be honest, though I desperately longed to 
encourage him, I was clueless as to what to write. Everything I tried to put down 
in my letter sounded empty and small, devoid of any real power to comfort in 
his time of greatest need. Feeling frustrated and powerless, I sat at my desk 
and quietly tried to listen to the Holy Spirit. Then I heard him speak these 
words: 

Take refuge in the grace and mercies that Jesus reveals in these dark days.  
He is with you. He is always with you.  

Feel His arms wrapped around you today. They are warm and strong — there is 
certainty and peace in His embrace.  

His skin is roughened with the hard labor of working wood and fashioning it 
together, and dark from the Middle Eastern sun. His hair is thick and black and 
smells of burning fire and the late afternoon.  

His voice is deep and rings true, even as it whispers your name. His eyes are as 
the sun, piercing and brilliant, yet somehow humble and filled with salty tears.  

Only He sees your heart bare, as it really is. Only He knows its brokenness, its 
dark places, its weakness, its fears. And only this gentle man from Nazareth, this 
mighty warrior, this majestic lamb can take your heart, now broken, and redeem 
it and make you more than just a man. 

COMMUNION


