
March 26, 2017

A Time of Refreshing | God’s Revealing 

Romans 1:16-32 

Text — Romans 1:16-32 (ESV) 

[16] For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. [17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

[18] For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what can be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has shown it to them. [20] For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 

the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they 

did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 

things. 

[24] Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 

bodies among themselves, [25] because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

[26] For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 

natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; [27] and the men likewise gave up natural 

relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless 

acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
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[28] And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do 

what ought not to be done. [29] They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 

covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 

[30] slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 

[31] foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. [32] Though they know God's righteous decree that those 

who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who 

practice them. (ESV) 

Introduction: Compassion In The Gathering Storm 

• Tim Keller’s award rescinded by Princeton Theological Seminary 

- Kuyper Prize for Excellence in Reformed Theology & Public Witness 

- Princeton’s fear endorsing someone with conservative views on LGBTQ 

- Threat: That the world’s vitriol will deteriorate the very core of our Christian 

witness — enemy love, peacemaking, and prayer for those who mistreat us. 

• College Friend  

- Young black man who came out to me 24-years ago 

- Looking back, so much respect for him 

Objections to Paul 

• Jewish sensibilities offended” — Natural revelation (Romans 1:19-20) 

• Gay marriage and monogamous same-sex relationships were unknown…the 

homosexuality Paul was condemning had to do with cult prostitution and older 

males exploiting younger ones 

- Emperor Nero was married to a man 

- 400 years before Paul, “Plato offers an extended discussion of the serious and 

sustained love that can occur one male and another.” 
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Context — Underneath Homosexuality… 

• Humanity needs salvation — it is rotten to the core  

- Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes…” 

• Humanity is called to rule the world with God, but has rebelled against this calling  

- Genesis 1:26-27: “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” [27] 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 

he created them.” 

• When humanity goes wrong, so does the world (night club murders; infant beatings; 

elder woman beat with tire iron)…this is what Romans 8 teases out… 

Context — Must Go To Romans 8:16-23 

[16] The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, [17] and if 

children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 

that we may also be glorified with him. [18] For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

• “revealed” 

- Romans 1:17 — “For the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith…” 

- Romans 1:18 — “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men…” 

• Thymos — Out of control; impulsive 

• Orgé — A settled, steady, determined, abiding condition  

Bennett �3



March 26, 2017

[19] For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. [20] For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope [21] 

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. [22] For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

in the pains of childbirth until now. [23] And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 

firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of 

our bodies.  

• Human rebellion —> Given to futility —> Hope 

• All of creation is broken and currently longing for God’s kind of people to rule over 

it. 

• We all suffer in some capacity as we await our future glory. All of us. And not 

equally, I’m afraid.  
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