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Make Us Brave | Brokenness 

2 Samuel 16:1-14 

1 When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met 
him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, bearing two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred 
bunches of raisins, a hundred of summer fruits, and a skin of wine.

2 And the king said to Ziba, "Why have you brought these?" Ziba answered, "The donkeys are 
for the king's household to ride on, the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and 
the wine for those who faint in the wilderness to drink."

3 And the king said, "And where is your master's son?" Ziba said to the king, "Behold, he 
remains in Jerusalem, for he said, 'Today the house of Israel will give me back the kingdom of 
my father.'"

4 Then the king said to Ziba, "Behold, all that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours." And 
Ziba said, "I pay homage; let me ever find favor in your sight, my lord the king."

5 When King David came to Bahurim, there came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, 
whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera, and as he came he cursed continually.

6 And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David, and all the people and all 
the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.

7 And Shimei said as he cursed, "Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless man!

8 The LORD has avenged on you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have 
reigned, and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See, your 
evil is on you, for you are a man of blood."

9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, "Why should this dead dog curse my lord 
the king? Let me go over and take off his head."

10 But the king said, "What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing 
because the LORD has said to him, 'Curse David,' who then shall say, 'Why have you done 
so?'"

11 And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, "Behold, my own son seeks my life; how 
much more now may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the LORD has 
told him to.

12 It may be that the LORD will look on the wrong done to me, and that the LORD will repay 
me with good for his cursing today."

13 So David and his men went on the road, while Shimei went along on the hillside opposite 
him and cursed as he went and threw stones at him and flung dust.

14 And the king, and all the people who were with him, arrived weary at the Jordan. And there 
he refreshed himself. 
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I identify with this story of David more than any other 
• A big win over Goliath; anointed by Samuel --> bright future

• Undermined by his son, Absalom, who initiated a military coup --> total uncertainty; fear

• Apparently betrayed by Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son, to whom he showed kindness

• Discover later that Mephibosheth was loyal after all 

• Viciously slandered and had stones hurled at him by Shimei, a Benjamite (irony --> stones)


BUT...

• I identify with David's brokenness here...in a very positive way...WASHED; REFRESHED


Leaders Collective — Sustaining Fruitful Ministry 
Covenant Seminary received a grant from the Lily Foundation to spend five years exploring 
what helps pastors survive and thrive in ministry. They came up with five primary themes or 
characteristics that promote healthy, sustainable ministry for the long haul. Those themes are:

1. Spiritual Formation, which involves the process of both deepening your relationship with 

Jesus and continuing to become more and more like him.

2. Self-Care, which involves attending to your social, emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual 

life and setting up patterns that will promote health in all those areas.

3. Emotional and Cultural Intelligence, which involve both self-awareness and an awareness 

of the context in which you are ministering, so that you can navigate the challenges of both 
life and ministry well.


4. Marriage and Family, which involves creating and maintaining healthy and happy 
relationships with your wife and children.


5. Leadership and Management, which involve developing the skills necessary to both lead 
and manage a growing and ever-changing church.


Me in Nashville 

• Led to a place of faith...I'm not leading to not fail anymore!

• Church hasn't grown; giving is down --> fear of future; fear to lead with my heart

• A king: Order, blessing, authority --> empowering, generous, authentic


Real change 

• "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." - 1 John 1:9

• Showing myself to almost a dozen men so that they will know me and my sinful drifts

• I know that God has called me to lead a vulnerable church
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• But I have to model it; lead the way

My Vision 
• Big picture


- A church that is led by the Spirit, sanctified by the Spirit


• The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit." - John 3:8


• The Spirit can't be controlled or categorized; we simply yield to him

• A love for the Spirit's presence

• A courage to lay our lives in his hands

• A pursuit of our individual gifts in order to bless one another (1 Cor. 12:7)


- Sunday gatherings 

• Celebration...joy...reunion 


• Together 

• And to anticipate the Second Coming (It's always Easter!)


• Elements of the Lord's Supper - sacredness; reverence

• Preached word of God

• Churches (plural) led by groups of elders/overseers/pastors 


• Not just me

• You will see more of Ron, Josh, and Robert from this point forward

• I am limited (in perspective and in gifting -- Ephesians 4:11-12)


- Community Groups 
• Where we learn to live love

• Where we gather to feast and laugh

• Where we gather to suffer together and bear one another's burdens

• A place we can bring our friends to see the kingdom of God


Challenge 
• Pray about how this vision resonates with you. What does this mean for you? How is God 

asking you to engage with this vision on a practical level?

• In what ways are you resisting brokenness in your life?

• But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. - 2 Corinthians 12:9
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