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Midweek | Minor Prophets 

Session 13: Zephaniah 

Retribution or Restoration?  

The Minor Prophets are a great calibration tool for us when we view the LORD God with a lopsided 

view. Take away his judgement and we are left with a sugar daddy with no backbone. Take away his mercy 

and grace and we are left with an abusive power incapable of love.  

God is righteous and just who deals with sin and brings his wrath to bear on sin and sinners. And yet, 

he is also a God of mercy, who in great love restores a fallen people to himself.  

I. Transition to Zephaniah 

a. 600 years before Christ a spokesman for God named Zephaniah preached such a message to 

his generation. 

b. God who in relation to sin is in the RETRIBUTION BUSINESS, he is also the God who in 

relation to sinners is in the RESTORATION BUSINESS.  

II.  History and Context 

a. WHO? 

i. Great, great grandson of King Hezekiah  

b. WHEN? 

i. Some have suggested that Zephaniah’s prophecy was the catalyst that prompted the start 

of the reformation in Judah that was led by King Josiah. (approx. 640 B.C.) 

III. The Message and Lessons of Zephaniah’s prophecy  

a. RETRIBUTION FOR THE NATIONS  

The Day of the LORD will be a universal phenomenon.  

i. All nations and even nature will be affected by this day.  

ii. Quite surprisingly, the LORD begins with his own people.  

iii. CH 2 shows us God’s judgment to Philistia [2:4-7] (West of Judah), God’s anger will 

come to Moab and Ammon [2:8-11] (East of Judah), so to the Cushites (Egyptians) [2:12] 

(South of Judah), and even the mighty nation of Assyria [2:13-15] (North of Judah) will not 

escape The Day of the LORD – this day of retribution.  
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iv. Coming full circle as it were, Zephaniah returns again in CH 3 to Judah - and in particular 

the spotlight turns on the capitol city of Jerusalem.  

LESSONS from this DAY OF RETRIBUTION  

God’s REIGN is UNIVERSAL  

Sin’s REALITY is UNIVERSAL  

God’s Judgment is against the INDIVIDUAL NATURE OF EACH SIN/SINNER  

This will be a TERRIBLE day – AND IS NEAR (IMMINENT)  

b. RESTORATION (RESCUE) FOR THE REMNANT 3:9-20  

i. His RESTORATION emerges out of his RETRIBUTION.  

ii. On the Day of the Lord, for many it will be a day of judgement and destruction, but on the 

other side you have the few, the remnant, for whom this will be a day of great salvation!  

iii. The opportunity for salvation is offered to all nations.  

iv. 2-step process that God uses to achieve this. 

1. Clean out the rubbish –  

2. THEN, God will RESTORE them –  

LESSONS FROM GOD’S GLORIOUS RESTORATION OF SINNERS 

What HOPE have we of being hidden? To put it another way, “Do you have a hiding place?”  

We should point others to the same safe hiding place found only under the cross of Christ! 
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