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Midweek | Minor Prophets 

Session 4: Life of Solomon 

1 Kings 1-11 

What do we do with the life of our infamous patriarch, Solomon? If he was so 

wise, why did he fail so miserably?  

D.A. Carson : 1

“The answer partly lies in the difference between what we mean by wisdom and the various things 

the Bible means by wisdom. We usually mean something pretty generic, like ‘knowing how to live 

well and make wise choices.’ But whereas wisdom in the Bible can refer to something broad—such as 

knowing how to live in the fear of God—very often it refers to a particular skill. This may be the 

skill of knowing how to survive in a dangerous world (Prov. 30:24), or some technical know-how 

(Ex. 28:3). But one of the skills to which wisdom can refer is the skill of administration, not least 

the administration of justice. And transparently, that is what Solomon asks for in 1 Kings 3.” - 

D.A. Carson 

What Solomon meant by “wisdom” was likely the skill of the administration of justice. 

This question can also be asked of Israel. If Israel was specifically chosen by God, 

entrusted with God’s word, and divinely anointed to bring the Abraham’s blessing to 

all the people of the earth, then how is it possible that its collapse could be so 

stunning? 

Q: What are your insights into Solomon’s life? What other ideas make up an interpretive grid by 

which we should study Solomon? (Redemptive Historical and Personal?) 

 http://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/loveofgod/2015/10/01/1-kings-3-ephesians-1-ezekiel-34-psalms-83–84/ 1
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1-2 Kings Brief Background  2

• Unknown author (Traditionally ascribed to Jeremiah) 

- Jeremiah was a good historian, collecting and arranging historical data 

• 1 & 2 Kings spans almost 400-yrs (970-586 BC), from Israel's unprecedented peace 

under Solomon to its judgment and exile into Babylon. 

• The Books of Kings are a tragedy. Solomon is often thought of as the archetype of 

wisdom, but Jeremiah seems to use him as an archetype for spiritual infidelity 

— which makes him more an model of Israel’s spiritual infidelity than its glory. 

This sets the tone for most of the reign of the kings catalogued throughout these two 

books and the Chronicles. 

• Question: What does the author want us to see? What’s his point in describing Solomon’s and 

Israel’s failure? 

• Mother — Bathsheba  

• Authored the majority of Proverbs, the book of Ecclesiastes, the Song of Songs, and 

he contributed to Psalms.  

1 Kings 1: SOLOMON INHERITING THE KINGDOM 

• 1-4: David nearing death / vulnerable 

• 5, 9-10: Adonijah claims the weakened throne 

• 11-14, 22-25: Nathan and Bathsheba conspiracy  

- David warned of Adonijah’s insolence  

- David anoints Solomon king 

 1 Chronicles 22 — 2 Chronicles 9 is a parallel text of Solomon’s life.2
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• 38-40: Solomon’s ascension 

• Chapter concludes with Adonijah’s marginalization  

• Note: Adonijah’s coup is emblematic of David’s 40-year reign (war, 

conspiracy). Not an indictment on David’s reign, though. Acts 13:22: “…a man 

after God’s own heart” [Tension: Solomon could build a temple for God, but 

David was a man after God’s own heart.] 

• 1 Chronicles 28:3: But God said to me, ‘You may not build a house for my name, for you are a 

man of war and have shed blood.’ 

1 Kings 1-2: Solomon’s Call 

- Solomon’s obedience is a state matter — as king, his life is tied to Israel and 

the Promised Land. 

• (1 Kings 2:1-4; 2 Chronicles 22:6-16) Kings begins unspectacularly with Solomon’s 

father, David, hastily installing him as king of Israel and pleading with him from his 

deathbed to Remain faithful to Yahweh by following the Book of the Law. Particularly 

the warnings of Deuteronomy, which are summed up by the following commands:  3

This is the foundation of Israel’s covenant with Yahweh and the grid through which we must read 

Kings and Solomon’s life. 

• Lots of space (11 chapters) is devoted to Solomon compared to the rest of the kings 

who follow him leading up to the exile. The Solomon narrative of 1 Kings is not 

triumphalist. It frames the next four-hundred years of Israelite history: prosperity 

“keep the charge of the Lord your God” (Deut. 11:1) “keep the charge of the Lord your God” (1 Kings 2:3a)

“walking in his ways” (Deut. 8:6) “walking in his ways” (1 Kings 2:3b)

“keeping all his statutes and his commandments” (Deut. 6:2) “keeping all his statutes, his commandments…” (1 Kings 2:3b) 

“with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deut. 4:29) “Be strong, and show yourself a man” (1 Kings 2:2)

 ESV Study Bible. 1 Kings Introductory notes.3
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undermined by sin leading to social, religious, moral, and political decay, and, 

ultimately, issuing in God’s judgment. 

Note: New Covenant believers are still commanded to: keep God’s charge (obey), walk 

in his ways, keep his statutes and commandments, and do so with all our heart. 

• Luke 11:28: But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”  

• John 14:15: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 

• Romans 1:5-6: “…Jesus Christ our Lord, [5] through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 

[6] including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” 

• 2 Corinthians 10:5: “We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 

knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ” 

• James 1:25: “But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being 

no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” 

• 1 John 5:3-4: “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome. [4] For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 

world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” [GRACE] 

• Revelation 14:12: “Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the 

commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.” 

• Matthew 28:18-20: And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

The Rest of 1 Kings 2: Housecleaning! 

• 12: Solomon inherited a "firmly established" kingdom, but had a bit of housecleaning 

to do, which quickly makes this a chapter of death. This housecleaning of the vestiges 
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of David’s rule encapsulates the golden age of the Israelite monarchy under Solomon 

that was characterized by peace and security; subdued enemies. David’s rule was 

tormented by enemies. Solomon’s rule was characterized by peace. 

Benaiah’s Vengeance 

• 13-17 (read): David has already passed away, now Adonijah asked for Abishag to be 

his wife - but the harem belonged to the king alone, so this was rightly viewed not 

only as a presumptuous usurpation of Solomon's authority, but a sign of things to 

come - more rebellion; more scheming behind closed doors. Solomon ordered his 

execution. This vignette of chapter 2 is important...remember, he's not merely 

protecting himself, but the throne by which the king executes Yahweh's theocracy as 

his co-regent. It must be protected to advance not only the biblical storyline, but the 

gospel as it is unfurled over the ages (v. 25).  

- Joab, David’s commander: Brutally killed two of David's men… 

• 2 Samuel 3:27-29 — Abner attempted to leave Saul’s house to align with 

David in order to unite the two warring families, but Joab killed him. 

• 2 Samuel 20:9-10 — Joab also killed another of David’s military leaders, 

Amasa.  

- Priest Abiathar: Replaced by Zadok (Descendant of Eli, cursed family line b/c 

of Eli's leniency with his evil priest-sons, Hophni & Phineas — 1 Samuel 2); 

sided with Adonijah. 

- Shimei: Struck down Benaiah (he cursed David to his face when he was on the 

run from his son, Absalom in 2 Samuel 16). 

- Note: Benaiah emerged as the commander of Solomon’s armies (David’s 

bodyguard)  

- This is a brutal chapter, but Solomon’s throne had to be protected from 

any internal threats. Why?… 
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Q: Why is it important to protect Solomon’s throne? (Hint: See Isaiah 11:1-5.) 

[1] There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 

fruit. [2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. …[6] The 

wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf 

and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 

It is through David’s kingly line that the Messiah will come to Israel. Note the need for 

the prophets to keep Israel in a posture of expecting the Messiah. And the modern 

church must similarly operate in a prophetic way, keeping the church’s eyes looking of 

the coming of the Messiah. (Note: We should be alarmed when a church’s ministry is 

devoted to the here-and-now. ) 

1 Kings 3: CRACKS IN SOLOMON’S KINGDOM 

• 1, 11:1-4 (read): Political alliance with Pharaoh via marriage 

- Interpreting The Prophetic Word by Willem Van Gemeren  gives insight into 4

Israel’s diplomacy with pagan nations which ultimately led to her judgment: 

• Realpolitik, or power politics, is a pragmatic application of any technique by which an 

individual or a group can maintain or enhance life. It is manipulative, works at the 

expense of others, and undermines the essential nature of revelation. Realpolitik gives 

coherence to all human structures (power, society, economics, and cult) and is readily 

adaptable to new situations or crises. For example, when faced with the coalition of 

Aram and Israel, King Ahaz of Judah looked to Assyria for a political solution (2 

Chron. 28:16) and even worshiped the gods of Aram as a religious fix (v. 23). He 

believed in the religion of manipulation: The end justifies the means. In Realpolitik 

anything is fair in achieving the goal. 

 VanGemren, Willem A. Interpreting The Prophetic Word. 1990. 26.4
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- Solomon’s reign planted the seeds of Realpolitik in Israel’s political 

bureaucracy  

Read 1 Kings 11:1-4: Solomon’s reign planted the seeds of faithlessness. Rather than 

calling Israel to trust Yahweh, he established the precedent of forming alliances with 

pagan nations. 

Read 1 Kings 11:5-8: 

- Juxtaposition: Solomon built the Temple…and the high places of pagan 

worship. (11:7) — Solomon was responsible for the construction of the 

glorious temple and also for the flourishing of a religiously pluralistic society 

in Israel. Again, a microcosm of Israel over the next several hundred years 

leading to exile. 

Read 1 Kings 11:9-13: Solomon’s reign concludes infamously. Following his death, God 

raised up enemies and Israel split into two kingdoms.  

• 2-4: High Place: Some sort of crude unofficial structure common in pagan worship, 

yet a continuing issue the author addresses throughout 1-2 Kings as worship 

continued at these high places despite the presence of the temple. Solomon loved 

God, yet sacrificed at high places, a compromise that, paired with his love of foreign 

women, led to his eventual demise (11:7-8).  

A Gift…and a Warning  

1 Kings 3:5-14: God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him what he wanted. 

Solomon asked for wisdom to rule well. God not only gave him wisdom, but wealth 

and honor. 
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• 5-14: Ironically, God appeared to Solomon in a dream at a high place in Gibeon which 

is where he granted him wisdom. But he reminded him again (i.e. David) to walk in 

His ways. [COVENANT FAITHFULNESS] 

Steadfast Love = Covenant Faithfulness 

*Note: The fact that God met him at this pagan shrine was not an endorsement, 

but rather a sign of God’s merciful patience with us. It was also a call to repent 

— to leave these ways and follow God. 

1. God will meet you where you are.  

2. God is calling us to repentance.  

3. In what areas of your life do you need to fight for repentance? 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 may be a clue that Solomon ultimately repented.  

[9] Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and 

arranging many proverbs with great care. [10] The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and 

uprightly he wrote words of truth…[13] The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and 

keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. [14] For God will bring every deed into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.  
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