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Midweek | Minor Prophets 

Session 5: Hosea: Intimacy Based Obedience 

What	is	a	prophet	of	God?	
Can	anyone	tell	me	what	a	prophet	did?		

1.		A	prophet	of	Yahweh	spoke	for	Yahweh	and	to	his	people.	 
2.		The	foundation	of	their	words	were	based	on	revelation	and	God-
centered	ethics.		
3.		They	spoke	of	independence	from	power	structures	and	on	
suffering	for	the	sake	of	God.		
4.		They	expanded	the	idea	of	knowing	God	beyond	the	interpretation	
of	the	law	and	displayed	the	knowledge	of	God	as	being	more	
magni:icent	and	wonderful	than	the	law.		
5.		They	proclaimed	an	era	of	new	covenant	and	spiritual	
transformation.			
6.		A	prophet	was	an	obedient	servant	to	his	Lord,	might	suffer	
hardship,	and	looked	forward	to	Yahweh’s	vindication	of	his	
message.		
7.		A	prophet	invited	the	godly	to	respond	to	God’s	grace	and	to	walk	
in	the	way	of	the	Lord.	

Two	ways	a	true	prophet	operated:	
 Under	the	power	of	a	godly	king,	a	prophet…	
	 	 Was	a	court-prophet,	meaning:	 	 	

1.		They	were	a	god-directed	critic	of	and	adviser	to	the	King.	
   2.		They	had	the	freedom	to	be	guardians	of	the	monarchy 
   3.		Ensured	faithfulness	to	the	covenant 
   4.		That	the	King	shepherded	his	people	
	 	 	 5.		Gave	advise,	rebuked,	and	declared	God’s	judgment	
	 	 	 6.		Kept	record	of	the	deeds	of	the	King	
	 	 	 7.		Joined	the	king	in	the	military	campaigns 
   8.		Example:	the	prophet	Nathan	(to	King	David) 
 Under	the	power	of	an	ungodly	king,	a	prophet…	

1.		Was	not	directly	involved	in	the	life	of	the	king	and	mostly	
experienced	alienation	and	disgrace. 

Who	was	Hosea	and	what	was	his	purpose?	
1.		Hosea	was	a	prophet	before	the	Yirst	exile	of	Israel	to	Assyria	around	740	
BC.		
2.		Hosea	spoke	to	Israel	during	a	time	of	Samarian	prosperity		

a.	Samaria	was	a	major	city	in	Israel	and	they	were	an	internationally	
recognized	power.	Hosea	condemned	their	pursuit	to	enhance	life	
through	politics.	
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b.	Hosea	saw	Samaria	replacing	submission	to	the	guidance	and	
protection	of	God	with	manipulative	religion	(looked	good	on	the	
outside,	self-serving,	but	empty	on	the	inside).	

  
3.		Hosea	condemned	how	Israel	abandoned	Yahweh	for	the	corruptive	
hardness	of	their	hearts	and	actions	and	announced	their	impending	exile.	

Hosea	in	Review:	
Who	can	tell	me	the	most	known	information	about	the	book	of	Hosea?	

Marriage	to	a	prostitute	as	an	example	of	how	Israel	strayed	from	God,	
Israel’s	imminent	exile	to	Assyria,	and	how	God	will	woo	and	restore	
her	back	again.	

Does	this	make	anyone	uncomfortable?	BrieYly	explain	why!	
God	is	not	uncomfortable	with	suffering.	Not	for	himself.	Not	for	us.		

a.	Hosea’s	life	was	a	life	for	suffering.		This	is	hard	to	come	to	terms	
with.	

1.	 Hosea	makes	a	hard	choice	to	be	obedient	to	God	and	marries	Gomer,	a	
prostitute.	He	offers	his	life	as	a	living	sacriYice	and	says	yes	to	God	knowing	
that	no	other	way	is	better.	He	understood	that	a	life	in	obedience	to	God	by	
marrying	a	prostitute	is	a	better	life	than	living	on	his	own	agenda	and	
desires.	

2.	 Hosea	begins	to	identify	the	problems	of	Israel 
I.	 Hosea	tells	of	how	God	plans	to	destroy	the	identity	of	Israel	that	is	tied	

to	prostitution,	trusting	in	political	advancement	instead	of	God,	idol	
worship,	King-pleasing,	socialiting,	and	more.	

a.	 The	imagery	in	Hosea’s	words	is	completely	awful	to	read:	
i.	God	is	vulgar	through	Hosea	by	repeatedly	using	words/
details	like		

1.	 “whore,	
2.	 	exposing	nakedness	in	the	streets,		
3.	 describing	in	detail	how	he	will	make	Israel’s	naked	

body	useless	and	unable	to	enjoy	any	type	
pleasure”	

b.	 He	will	discipline	them	by	stripping	them	of	their	possessions	and	
weakening	them	under	Assyrian	rule.	

c.	 He	continues	to	use	Hosea’s	prophecies	to	warn	Israel	to	return	to	
God	with	a	reverent	heart. 

d.	 Hosea	declares	God’s	judgment	the	current	priests,	people,	and	
so	called	prophets.	

e.	 Hosea	warns	against	an	outward-buisness-like	repentance	with	
no	inward	meaning.	

f.	 Hosea	constantly	uses	metaphors	to	bring	cases	against	Israel’s	
longstanding	rebellion	and	turning	from	Yahweh. 
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J.	 Then	Hosea	speaks	of	how	God	plans	to	restore	Israel	by	changing	her	
name	from	No	Mercy	to	Mercy	and	Nobody	to	Somebody.		

a.	 He	desires	to	woo	Israel	in	the	wilderness	and	date	her	
b.	 Pay	‘good	money’	to	get	Israel	back	as	Hosea	gets	Gomer	back.	
c.	 God	says	things	like:	

i.	“And then I’ll marry you for good—forever!  
    I’ll marry you true and proper, in love and tenderness.  
Yes, I’ll marry you and neither leave you nor let you go.  
    You’ll know me, God, for who I really am.” Hosea 2:16-17 

K.	 Hosea ends his book by calling Israel to repent and turn back to God. You 
get this idea that God will take good care of those who repent even as they 
walk into exile/suffering 

a.	 There is a message of hope and waiting during the midst of longing 
and struggle. 

Theme’s	of	Hosea	

The	theme’s	of	Hosea	will	easily	explain	and	elaborate	on	the	quick	overview	
that	we	just	did.	

I.	Metaphor’s	
Metaphor’s	are	much	of	the	driving	language-force	behind	the	book.	Hosea	uses	a	
creative	play	on	words	that	cuts	right	to	the	heart	of	Israel’s	culture.	Here	is	a	list	of	
some	of	the	beautiful	metaphors:	

1.	 Hosea’s	own	children	are	a	metaphor	for	Israel	(pulled	mostly	from	The	
Message	for	a	relatable	interpretation):	

a.	 Jeezreel-	‘God	scatters’	
b.	 Lo-ruhama	(low-rah-ha-ma)-	“No	Mercy	or	Not	Loved”	
c.	 Lo-	ammi	(low-I-me)-	“Nobody”	

2.	 Taking	Israel	from	Heartbreak	Valley	to	Acres	of	Hope 
3.	 From	calling	God	their	‘slave-master’	to	‘Dear	Husband’ 
4.	 God	turning	their	glory	to	shame		

a.	 Consequences	of	their	shame:	
i.	Eat	and	not	satisYied	
ii.	 Have	sex	and	gain	no	satisfaction	or	pleasure 

II.	Israel	as	a	Prostitute	
Because	Israel	ignores	God,	he	exposes	the	truth	of	who	they	really	are.	We	see	this	
depicted	most	through	the	marriage	metaphor	of	Hosea	and	Gomer. 

1.	 Hosea	married	Gomer	out	of	obedience	to	the	command	from	God	that	
he	do	so	

a.	 Does	your	obedience	to	God	look	this	willing?	
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b.	 This	is	an	uncomfortable	idea	in	Hosea,	but	we	must	address	it….	
i.	How	far	are	you	willing	to	go	to	obey	God?	

1.	 What	do	you	think	allowed	Hosea	to	be	so	extreme	
and	obedient	to	God	in	giving	up	his	life	to	a	godly	
woman	for	the	sake	of	God’s	metaphors	for	Israel?	

2.	 I’m	wondering	how	many	of	you	know	God	like	Hosea	knew	God.	Can	
you	imagine	what	kind	of	person	Hosea	must	have	been	in	order	for	God	
to	trust	his	obedience	to	marry	Gomer?	

a.	 Hosea	must	have	known	the	heart	of	God.		
1.	 Surely	he	communed	with	God	and	knew	the	

things	that	mattered	to	him.	
2.	 He	likely	thought	about	God	with	a	romantic	

passion	
b.	 If	Hosea	lived	today,	I	imagine	that	his	private	life	would	look	like	

this:	
1.	 Speak	to	God	as	if	speaking	to	a	friend	or	

lover	
i.	He	may	not	have	had	a	lover	in	a	wife,	
but	he	did	have	a	lover	in	God. 

2.	 maybe	he	admired	nature	and	told	that	to	
God	

3.	 or	played	an	instrument	to	sing	to	God	
4.	 or	lit	incense	and	knelled	in	prayer	
5.	 I	don’t	know	what	he	did	to	have	an	intimate	

relationship	with	God,	but	it	is	clear	that	he	
was	

i.	Unrelenting	toward	God 
ii.	 And	had	an	unreleasing	hold	on	
God	

6.	 Do	you	know	what	this	is	a	picture	of?	This	is	
a	picture	of	intimacy	based	obedience.		

7.	 Hosea	was	obedient	to	God	because	he	was	
intimately	acquainted	with	God,	he	had	
intimacy	based	obedience. 

i.	Otherwise,	why	in	the	world	would	he	
trust	God	with	marriage	to	a	
prostitute.		

ii.	 Why	else	would	he	do	this	unless	
he	knew	that	any	life	is	worth	living	
when	it’s	lived	with	an	intimate	
relationship	with	God. 

1.	 Hosea	had	a	relationship	with	
God	that	should	be	envious	to	
us.	

8.	 Do	you	have	that?		
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9.	 Do	you	have	this	kind	of	intimacy	based	
obedience?		

10.	Do	you	believe	in	God’s	goodness	because	
you	are	intimately	acquainted	with	his	heart?		

11.	Or	do	you	think	that	God	is	only	a	God	of	
sending	you	into	exile?	

c.	 Hosea	hoped	in	his	suffering.		
d.	 He	knew	that	what	God	had	planned	would	protect	and	love	him	

through	the	suffering	
i.	Do	you	feel	loved	in	your	suffering?	Do	you	feel	known	in	
your	suffering?	

1.	 If	not,	maybe	you	have	an	intimacy	problem	with	
God.	

III.	Repentance		
The	call	to	repent	went	to	everyone, 

1.	 God	didn’t	want	his	people	to	practice	an	outward	repentance	that	had	no	
heart	affects.	He	wanted	this:	

a.	 A	people	who	reject	religious	political	advancement---choosing	
dependence	on	God.	

b.	 Rejection	of	cults---choosing	the	Love	of	God	
c.	 Rejection	of	cultures---choosing	to	be	counter-culture	
d.	 Rejection	of	kings----choosing	to	submit	to	God.	

2.	 Hosea	clariYies	that	that	True	Repentance	is:	
a.	 True	repentance	is	turning	away	from	human	systems	of	security	and	

looking	to	the	Lord.	
b.	 True	repentance	is	also	a	demonstration	of	devotion	to	the	Lord	with	

the	same	intensity	that	was	given	to	the	local	gods,	social	and	
economic	advantages,	and	for	political	survival.	

3.	 This	meant	to	be	radically	loyal	to	the	things	that	matter	to	God:	
a.	 Loving	justice	
b.	 Maintaining	love	
c.	 Doing	good	to	the	poor	
d.	 Live	fully	for	God	and	not	partially	

IV.	God’s	expressed	feelings:	Grief,	Anger,	and	Love 
A.	 Hosea	uses	descriptive	language	to	inform	Israel	on	the	Grief	of	God.	This	

list	is	mostly	found	in	Hosea	6:	

1.	 You	broke	covenant	with	me	
2.	 You	broke	faith	with	me	
3.	 Your	love	for	me	is	short	lived 
4.	 You	give	me	sacri:ices	without	love 
5.	 Your	priests	are	like	robbers 
6.	 You	don’t	return	to	me	
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7.	 You’ve	strayed	
8.	 You	make	lies	about	me 
9.	 You	pray	for	your	needs	like	food,	but	want	nothing	to	do	with	me	

and	who	I	Am.	

Can	you	empathize	with	that?	God	is	forgotten.	

B.	 God	speaks	his	anger	through	language	such	as:	
1.	Hosea	13:	7-12,	“I’ll charge them like a lion,  
    like a leopard stalking in the brush.  
I’ll jump them like a sow grizzly robbed of her cubs.  
    I’ll rip out their guts.  
Coyotes will make a meal of them.  
    Crows will clean their bones.  
I’m going to destroy you, Israel.  
    Who is going to stop me?  
Where is your trusty king you thought would save you?  
    Where are all the local leaders you wanted so badly? 

2.	 Hosea	5:10,	“	Israel’s rulers are crooks and thieves,  
    cheating the people of their land,  
And I’m angry, good and angry.  
    Every inch of their bodies is going to feel my anger.” 

1.	 Do you believe that God might display this anger toward you? 
a.	 God does not display this kind of anger toward his faithful people. His 

anger is shown like this to the Israel that knows him and says I don’t 
need you. If you know and believe God, you will not ever know this 
kind of anger. 

b.	 You will know hope and long suffering in the midst of your good and 
bad days. 

i.	If you believe that Jesus is yours yet your struggle with 
pornography and deeply long for the day that you can stop 
repenting and overcome this struggle. You are a precious and 
loved child of God. 

ii.	If you can’t kick your premarital sex condition, but you long 
for God to change you and make you more whole…and your 
heart is sorry, but your will is weak. You are dearly loved and 
cherished by God. 
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iii.	If you’re the meanest husband or controlling wife, yet you 
are working toward the marriage you know you and your 
spouse deserve and long for…you have the support and 
cheerleading of God. 

iv.	You see? God’s anger is not against the humble who know 
their sins are heinous, but against those who have disowned 
him.  

v.	You are not Israel in the book of Hosea if you desire to know 
and be intimate with God.   

vi.	If you’re fully aware of your faithfully brokenness then you 
are the love of God’s life. 

C.	 God’s love for Israel and for you 
a.	 God	beautifully	and	willingly	forbears	and	waits	for	the	time	that	

his	true	love	returns	to	him.	
b.	 He is willing to wait through the captivity of his people in order to 

have his relationship back with them. 
c.	 Here are a few intimate verses on his love for Israel: 

i.	Hosea 2: 14-15 
1.	 “And now, here’s what I’m going to do:  

    I’m going to start all over again.  
I’m taking her back out into the wilderness  
    where we had our first date, and I’ll court her.  
I’ll give her bouquets of roses.  
    I’ll turn Heartbreak Valley into Acres of Hope.  
She’ll respond like she did as a young girl,  
    those days when she was fresh out of Egypt. 

ii.	Hosea 14:4-8 
1.	 “I will heal their waywardness.  

    I will love them lavishly. My anger is played out.  
I will make a fresh start with Israel.  
    He’ll burst into bloom like a crocus in the spring.  
He’ll put down deep oak tree roots,  
    he’ll become a forest of oaks!  
He’ll become splendid—like a giant sequoia,  
    his fragrance like a grove of cedars!  
Those who live near him will be blessed by him,  
    be blessed and prosper like golden grain.  
Everyone will be talking about them,  
    spreading their fame as the vintage children of God.  
Ephraim is finished with gods that are no-gods.  
    From now on I’m the one who answers and satisfies 
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him.  
I am like a luxuriant fruit tree.  
    Everything you need is to be found in me.” 

V.	Ephraim/Jacob	
When	reading	through	Hosea,	I	noticed	that	the	name	Ephraim	is	used	frequently	in	
place	of	Israel.	I	looked	up	how	many	times	it’s	used	and	it’s	32x.	This	is	the	most	
use	of	the	name	‘Ephraim’	in	the	whole	Bible.	I	thought	to	myself,	“this	is	important	
and	I	need	to	refresh	my	memory	on	story	of	Ephraim.”	I	would	like	to	tell	you	a	
story	within	a	story	and	tie	together	the	story	of	Ephraim	as	a	major	theme	in	
Hosea. 

1.	 After	some	research,	I	learned	that	some	believe	Ephraim	replaces	the	
name	of	Israel	in	the	book	of	Hosea	because	the	majority	of	Israelites	
at	the	time	were	from	the	tribe	of	Ephraim.	

a.	 This	makes	a	lot	of	sense,	but	I’d	like	to	bring	another	noteable	
reason	for	the	overwhelming	mention	of	his	name:	

2.	 Ephraim	was	the	second	born	son	of	Joseph	to	his	Egyptian	wife.	
According	to	Genesis,	we	only	know	a	few	things	about	Ephraim:	

a.	 His	name	meant,	“fruitful	in	the	land	of	my	afYliction” 
i.	An	interesting	promise	to	those	Israelites	in	the	time	of	
Hosea	

b.	 And	that	he	received	a	very	special	blessing	from	his	Grandfather,	
Jacob.	

3.	 In	Genesis	48,	Joseph	brings	his	too	sons	to	an	ill	Jacob.	Jacob	wants	to	
leave	his	blessing	on	Joseph’s	sons	and	asks	for	them	to	come	kneel	on	
each	side	of	him.	Jacob	is	known	for	poor	eyesight	so	when	Joseph	sees	
that	Jacob	is	putting	the	blessing	on	the	second-born,	Ephraim,	and	not	on	
the	Yirst	born,	Mannaseh,	he	switches	their	seats.	Then	Jacob	switches	his	
hands	and	crosses	them	in	order	to	intentionally	bless	Ephraim	instead	of	
Mannaseh.	

4.	 Jacob	was	making	2	very	important	statements	and	I’ll	let	you	hear	them	
for	yourself:	

Genesis	48:15-16	says,	“And	he	blessed	Joseph	and	said,	

“The	God	before	whom	my	fathers	Abraham	and	Isaac	walked, 
				the	God	who	has	been	my	shepherd	all	my	life	long	to	this	day, 
16	the	angel	who	has	redeemed	me	from	all	evil,	bless	the	boys;			and	in	
them	let	my	name	be	carried	on,	and	the	name	of	my	fathers	Abraham	
and	Isaac; 
				and	let	them	grow	into	a	multitude[c]	in	the	midst	of	the	earth.	

i.	Two	statements	
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a.	 Can	you	see	that	it	was	really	important	to	Jacob	to	gift	
his	grandsons	with	the	blessing	of	the	promise	to	
Abrabaham.	Jacob	knew	that	his	grandsons	would	be	
raised	in	Egyptian	culture	and	he	knew	that	they	found	
this	blessing	ritual	as	an	odd	one.	But,	he	had	the	next	
generation	in	mind	and	he	knew	that	God	wanted	to	
carry	his	promise	through	all	of	his	children’s	children.	

a.	 Jacob	was	thinking	of	the	next	generation. 
b.	 He	was	also	reminding	his	son	and	grandsons	of	the	

story	of	his	deceit	and	how	intimately	God	stuck	beside	
him.	

1.	 He	is	passing	down	the	story	of	how	he	ran	far	from	
God	and	how	God	captured	his	heart	back…meeting	
every	need	that	he	had	along	the	way…giving	him	all	
that	he	needed	as	he	suffered	in	the	:ields	of	Laban,	
traveled	to	face	his	brother	for	stealing	his	
birthright,	and	wrestling	with	God	in	his	tent.	Jacob	
wants	him	grandsons	to	know	that	though	they	may	
suffer	that	God	will	intimately	cover	them	along	the	
path	of	their	life	if	they	follow	him.	

3.	 	Hosea	has	multiple	use	of	the	name	Ephraim	and	even	a	reference	to	Jacob	in	
chapter	12,	Hosea	is	saying	to	the	tribe	of	Ephraim:	

a.	 Don’t	you	remember	the	story??	
b.	 Jacob	strayed	from	God,	but	he	came	back!	
c.	 Jacob	testiYied	of	the	eventual	intimate	relationship	he	learned	to	

have	with	God	and	he	even	wants	you,	tribe	of	Ephraim,	to	carry	this	
trust	on!	

i.	Learn	to	be	intimate! 
d.	 	(Jacob	blessing	his	Egyptian	raised	grandkids)	knowing	the	truth	

about	God,	the	love	of	God,	the	pursuit	of	God	for	his	cherished	people.	
i.	We	can	see	the	importance	of	this	through	the	reference	of	
‘mother’	in	Hosea.	

1.	 Why	would	he	refer	to	Israel’s	mother	as	a	whore	and	
rebellious	if	he	wasn’t	speaking	to	the	next	generation	of	
Israelites.	Hosea	was	teaching	the	children	to	not	follow	
the	way	of	their	parents…in	hopes	that	he	could	keep	
the	next	generation	from	falling	away	from	God,	too.	

2.	 Hosea	wanted	to	remind	the	next	generation	of	the	
story	of	their	heritage	and	the	story	of	their	future,	that	
God	will	always	be	there	for	them	if	they	trust	in	him	
alone.	

4.	 The	theme	of	Ephraim	is	to	remind	Israel	to	pass	the	truth	down	from	
generation	to	generation	and	to	trust	God	through	his	provision	for	you. 

a.	 You	can	be	intimate	with	him	because	of	this!	
b.	 You	can	pass	down	the	truths	of	God	to	your	children	and	to	others	

around	you.	
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Conclusion:	

{Spirit-lead}	

Key	words:	
Intimate-based	obedience  Woo Heart	toward	God Heart	dismiss	God 
Pass	along	the	Truth  Repent Love,	Grief,	Anger	of	God 
Remembrance rejection acceptance	of	weakness		 Know	God’s	Heart 
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