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Midweek | Minor Prophets 

Session 8: Obadiah 

A. THE PROPHET – OBADIAH 

1. We know nothing about his background, who his parents were, the town he came from, and 

what his occupation may have been.  

2. We DO KNOW that he received a vision from the Lord with a message to be given to Edom 

(not a specific word for Israel/Judah). [Obadiah v 1] 

B. THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF OBADIAH 

1. TIMING - Around 586 B.C. when the Babylonians sacked Jerusalem and carried off Judah 

into exile beginning in 586 B.C. [Genesis 25:19-26; Numbers 20:14-21; Obadiah v 11] 

2. AUDIENCE – Edom – who is Edom? 

o Descendant’s of Esau 

o “Brothers” (cousins) to the Israelites  

o A symbol of all godless people and nations opposed to the rule and reign of God 

C. THE MESSAGE OF OBADIAH (the message, themes and lessons)  

in time… to the nation of Edom (and application to Judah)?  

out of time… about the character and nature of God, ourselves, and the coming full rescue, redemption, 

and restoration made possible only by Christ? 

Summary: Obadiah prophesied that Edom would be repaid for mistreating God’s people and that God is 

sovereign over the nations and that the house of Jacob (Israel) would be restored because of God’s 

covenant love for his people. 

“The kingdoms of this world will become the Lord’s” 

1. To EDOM, “Enough is Enough” 

• Lesson 1 – beware of holding grudges! [Matthew 5:23-24; 1 Corinthians 11:27-28; Ephesians 

4:26-27] 

• Lesson 2 – beware of presuming upon God’s patience! [Nehemiah 9:28-31] 
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2. Lists of Sins Edom would be judged for: 

a. “The pride of your heart has deceived you.” [Obadiah v 3] 

• Lesson 3 – Beware of pride boiling up in your heart!  

b. Violence against your brother Jacob [Obadiah v 10] 

c. Willful neglect of helping Jerusalem as they were being pillaged [Obadiah v 11] 

• Lesson 4 – Beware of the sin of willful neglect to action when injustice is present!  

d. Rejoiced over the ruin of the people of Judah [Obadiah v 12] 

e. Joined in on the looting of the fallen city [Obadiah v 13] 

f. Waited at the crossroads to cut off refugees and turn in survivors who escaped 

[Obadiah v 14]  

3. The Vision widens to include all nations that will be judged; yet Edom is singled out as the 

symbol of what that judgment will look like. 

a. the exactness of the judgment [Obadiah v 15] 

• Lesson 5 – Beware of God’s sure and perfect justice! 

b. vv 2-10 describe the exact judgment (retribution) from God returning their deeds 

against them “As you have done…” 

• Lesson 6 – The children of God should not tremble!  

4. “The Day of the LORD” is when this prophecy will be fulfilled! [Obadiah v 17-21] 

a. this prophecy was partially fulfilled by 76 B.C., but not fully 

b. THE DAY OF THE LORD CANNOT BE FULLY UNDERSTOOD OR FULFILLED 

UNTIL IT IS RELATED TO AND FULFILLED BY CHRIST. 

• Lesson 7 – Do not be discouraged, child of God! The Day of the LORD is coming! 
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