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Announcements 

• Becky: Nursery Sign up 

• Raising Up Conference 

• Community Groups 

• Offering 

Called to Holiness — 1 Peter 1:13-16 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. [14] As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, [15] but as he who called you is holy, you also 
be holy in all your conduct, [16] since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

• From Leviticus 11:44 

Saved for Holiness — Exodus 19:4-6 

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they 
came into the wilderness of Sinai. [2] They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of 
Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, [3] while 
Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: [4] ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. [5] Now therefore, if you 
will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; [6] and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 
These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

• God chose the Israelites because he first loved them, not because they were morally 

superior.  



What does it mean to be holy? 

• Holiness means to be set apart for God. 

• Holiness means to be set apart for God’s purposes. 

• Holiness means to be set apart to reflect God’s character in all of our ways — his 

goodness and love, his kindness and compassion, his concern for justice and the 

poor.” — Rankin Wilbourne 

Holiness is God’s will for our lives — 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; [4] that 
each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, [5] not in the passion of 
lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; [6] that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this 
matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly 
warned you. [7] For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

Objections: 

• Holiness feels undesirable: Feels negative, restrictive, feels… 

• Holiness seems unnecessary: “We’re already saved, right? Already going to heaven.” 

• Holiness seems unattainable: Too hard…too demanding…discouraging… 

Holiness is Beautiful! 

• Think back to when you were saved by Jesus. Was the faith you embraced ugly? 

• The scriptures speak of the beauty (or splendor) of God’s holiness in Psalm 96:9. 

• Jesus reflects God’s beauty — Hebrews 1:1-4 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, [2] but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world. [3] He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, [4] having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 



• Consider that the Mosaic Law was the architecture by which God’s chosen people 

would emerge from a history of dehumanization and corruption into a life of 

wholeness and beauty. And the writer of Hebrews is saying throughout his letter 

that Jesus is better than the law, that Jesus is more beautiful, that Jesus is the way to 

a life of beauty.  

• To live a holy life is “to see the beauty of Jesus and follow after him.” — Rankin 

Wilbourne 

• We must work to change our off base connotations of the word, “holiness.”   

• When you think of holiness, think of wholeness and beauty.  

Moving Into the Practical — Lindsay 

If we base our standing before God on our day-to-day performance, we have a recipe for 

spiritual depression. 

Justified in Christ means “just as if I’ve never sinned.”  

Self-righteous justification is ‘holiness’ that I am capable of acquiring.                   

                List a personal example:                           

We don’t obey from a deficit. We obey from fullness. 

Obeying from fullness looks like faith.  

Faith means we give up control, certainty, micro-managing, and passivity. 

Faith also means we are invited into an incredible journey ahead that includes the 

truest, most personal desires of our hearts. 



“In each case, God takes what Moses has to say with utmost seriousness. Does Moses 

himself feel unworthy? God promises to accompany him. Does Moses need to know 

the name of God? Here it is: ‘I am.’  Does Moses fear that the people will not have 

confidence in him? God arms him with certain powers of magic. Does Moses stammer 

his words? God will be his mouth. Is Moses still afraid to face Pharaoh alone? God will 

send Aaron along to accompany him.” — James Newsome Lindsay  


