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Putting On Christ | Living Water 
John 7:25-39 

I. Scripture Reading — 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, "Is not this the man whom they 

seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be 

that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man 

comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from." 

28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, "You know me, and you know 

where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and 

him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me." 30 So they 

were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet 

come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, "When the Christ appears, 

will he do more signs than this man has done?" 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd 

muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to 

arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, "I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to 

him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot 

come." 35 The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we will 

not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the 

Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, 'You will seek me and you will not find me,' 

and, 'Where I am you cannot come'?" 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, 

Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 

were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. (John 7:25-39 ESV) 

II. Introduction — Review 

A. This series builds — PLEASE stay with me 
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B. Necessary Review: We live in the “Present Evil Age” which is powered by Satan 

who is the “god of this age,” yet Jesus has entered into this world and retrained 

him, or bond him. Satan has no power over the souls of those who follow Jesus.  

C. What's our next step in this series?... 

III. Our text 
A. Set-up: Feast of Booths 

1. Final year of Jesus' ministry (crucified in the Spring just in just 6 months) 

a) Yes, almost the entire Gospel of John focuses on Jesus' final year as he 

makes his way toward Jerusalem to be crucified. 

b) Feast of Booths takes place in autumn. It's one of the "big-3" Jewish 

holidays in which thousands would pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate 

(the other two are Passover and Pentecost). 

c) People build little make-shift shacks from leaves and branches, or 

whatever materials they can scrounge together, and they live in these little 

dwellings in their backyards for the week of the feast.  

d) It's both a commemoration of God's provision for the wilderness Israelites 

and a celebration of the fall harvest (some people constructed these 

"booths" in the field so they could efficiently reap the harvest, sun-up to 

sun-down).  

2. The Conflict 

a) Who is Jesus? Where is Jesus? Should we believe him? Our text opens 

witness sorts of questions. 

b) Earlier, Jesus' brothers are cynical, almost ridiculing him. Why won't Jesus 

go to the feast and gather more followers to increase his movement? 

c)  Jesus said to his brothers, and then to the crowd, that it's not yet his time 

(anticipating the next 2 feasts – Passover & Pentecost). 

d) Verse 33: Jesus then said, "I will be with you a little longer, and then I am 

going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. 

Where I am you cannot come." 

(1) He seems to be speaking of his death and his ascension. 
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(2) This feels ominous. But why? It's not like they can't come to faith after 

Jesus departs from their midst. We all did, right? What's the urgency 

here? Can't they just "ask Jesus into their hearts" later? 

(3) Scripture is a mirror and it may be showing us something about 

ourselves that we need to examine.  

(4) Our culture has taught us to believe that God is waiting for us, almost 

with bated breath, desperate for us to follow him. He is constantly 

entreating us to come to him and, yet, we shoo him away like a toddler 

under foot. When we're ready to engage our annoying little toddler – 

once we've finished with our business – we'll turn our attention to him.  

So he said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 

your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come." - John 8:21 

(5) Whoa! Jesus is the one who is actually in control here! Unbelief – the 

practice of hardening our hearts to God – seems to have a shelf-life 

with God. In the previous chapters, John is careful to inform us that if 

we want Jesus it's because the Holy Spirit has encroached upon our 

cravings. He has given us a taste for Jesus and his ways. The words 

of Jesus, in partnership with the Spirit of God pierce our hearts, 

planting the seeds of the Jesus-life. 

(6) But, intermingled, there is also the call to believe.  

3. Underneath:  

a) What it means to really believe... 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, "Is not this the man whom they 

seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be 

that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man 

comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from." 

(1) Earlier Jesus' brothers seem to view him more a deranged miracle-

worker (Why wouldn't he go to Jerusalem to attend one of the largest 
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holidays in order to gather more followers? Why remain obscured in 

Galilee?)  

(2) The entire Gospel teases out true belief as Jesus is constantly 

bumping up against people's outright rejection of him, or people who 

are incredulousness, or people who want the best of both worlds. 

b) And what will happen to those who truly embrace him... 

B. The Message (heavily influenced by N.T. Wright here) 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 

been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

1. Living Water 

a) Nearby, in the cliffs above the Dead Sea, lived a monastic community 

which carved aqueducts in the stony hills in order to catch the rain that 

would fall in a sudden and freak storm. These aqueducts led to cisterns 

where the water was stored. This was common in a region like the one 

Jesus lived because it was so hot and dry and because rain was 

infrequent.  

b) Back then, “living water” was a common phrase used to describe “running 

water — water in a stream or river, rather than a pool or well, water that’s 

more likely to be fresh and clean the water that’s been standing around 

getting stagnant.”   Living water “was the regular way of speaking of 1

‘running water.’”  2

2. The invitation — echoes of one of the great invitations of the Old Testament, 

Isaiah 55:1… 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 Wright, N.T. John For Everyone. Part 1. 42.1

 Ibid. 104.2
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3. Final day of the feast: 

a) Prayers were prayed for rain 

b) Prayers were prayed for the resurrection  

c) Priests would pour out water and wine around the altar 

d) Themes of deliverance and new life in people’s minds (FEEL THIS) 

4. Water Bubbling Up 

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.'" 

a) What scripture does Jesus have in mind? 

b) Ezekiel 47 describes a vision he had of Jerusalem being restored by God 

after it was destroyed, after the exiles return from Babylon: 

(1) Water flows out from under the Temple, bubbling up from under its 

threshold, and flow down, getting deeper and deeper until it empties 

into the Dead Sea, healing its waters making it suitable for life, causing 

vegetation to grow around it.  

(2) John uses this same vision at the end of another book God led him to 

write, Revelation (22:1-2).  

C. Challenge 

1. Jesus’ invitation  

a) It’s possible that Jesus shouted his invitation as the priests were pouring 

the water and wine around the altar 

b) Jesus, overcome with emotion and the Holy Spirit, stands and proclaims 

that the living water that the Jews need is him. More than needing a work 

from God, they need God himself. They need Jesus.  

c) Notice that Jesus doesn’t entreat people to listen to his teachings 

(although people should, and elsewhere he tells us to listen his 

teachings). Notice that he doesn’t preach a message, outlining steps they 

must take in order to know God or to change. He appeals to the glory of 

himself. I am living water. Drink me in, he says. 
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d) You must learn to depend on Jesus. To need him.  

2. Where is Jesus in relation to your brokenness?  

a) Many of us lament that we can’t hear God. But how can we when we 

routinely suppress the brokenness in our lives, refusing to look at it? 

b) Jesus is in your life. And you can find him where you are hurting the most. 

c) This is where I found Jesus… 

What got me to where I am now (broken, humbled, yearning)? It took me years to learn 

this – years for the Spirit to drill through my stubborn self-reliance. Prayer was hard for 

me because I just didn't see the point of it.  I have come to a point at which I am totally 

convinced that I am powerless to defeat sin in my life without the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Attempting to fight sin by my own strength left me tired and hopeless for many, many 

years — most of my adult life. I'd go on a good run, not stumbling, and I'd think that I 

had finally done it. But I'd fail again. Anger, unkindness, selfishness, hate, 

entertainment-binging, medicating with everything from food to meanness to lust. Years 

and years of that cycle left me broken and with a deep thirst for living water. (I love the 

idea of "living water" because it implies that the drinker is desperate, is thirsty, and is 

consumed with one thing: drinking from the bottomless well that is God.)   

You see, when we talk about defeating sin in our lives, we are, by default, talking about 

putting on Christ. But I didn't want Jesus. I wanted not to sin, to no longer feel shame. I 

wanted to be nice and obey God, but still be king of my life. But failure after failure left 

me with a gift — a gift that grew louder and louder: that the gratification which every 

taste of sin gave me couldn’t compensate for the powerful and lingering shame left in its 

wake. As I matured in my ministry and began to grow more and more astute as a 

student of the soul and of relationships, I was watching what my ugly habits and 

tendencies were doing to me and to those I loved, even to the church. And something 

splendid began to happen in my heart. With entrenched sin still present, I began to see 

Jesus' ways and Jesus' freedom as better than my hollow fleshly gratification. I began to 
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want actually want Jesus (long after I became a Christian). I wanted his presence, his 

life, his love because sin had left me so gaunt and haggard.   

I needed Jesus. Looking back, the years that I felt so gross and disgusting which left me 

with so much shame, I can now see God back there sovereignly using my sin and 

shame to erode my self-dependence. Years into full-time ministry, I finally began to 

realize that I needed every part of Jesus. All of him. Badly. I began to believe with all my 

heart that the only person who could save me was Jesus (years into ministry).  It began 

to make more sense to me. He lived in the same defiled ugly world I live in and he 

overcame it. Then he died in my place, suffering a sentence that I deserved. And he 

was resurrected. God vindicated him. With the resurrection, God was screaming, 

"Everything that Jesus did and said was legit. You can trust him because I have raised 

him up. And now he lives forever more, so every believer in every time and in every 

place can access his strength to overcome this work, too!"  

This kind of belief isn’t static. It can’t be! It compels us to change. I couldn't help but to 

respond. To worship. I needed movement in my life. I need growth. I despise the specter 

of sin in my life and the power it has wielded over me. So I must be on the offensive 

now. And the only way I know to act is to draw near to Jesus. I need Jesus! But what 

does that look like? How do I get close to a person I can’t see?  

This is where the Holy Spirit comes into the story. (Actually he’s been there the 

whole time, but you know what I mean…) 

38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 

were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. 

When Jesus invited people to drink him in, he was speaking of another time a few 

months down the road when the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all flesh. How do we 
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partake of the life of Jesus? By his Spirit. And his Spirit is poured out on those who 

believe in him. Those who are desperate for him.  

Now, I’m not suggesting that if you don’t “fee” desperate every moment of every day for 

Jesus (I don’t!), that you aren’t authentically a Christian. I am saying that there is a huge 

problem in our little corner of the world. We have been given a version of Christianity 

that caters to our comforts and rarely calls us to live beyond ourselves. And we wonder 

why we’re still broken.  

Here's what else I've been compelled to do – I've come out of hiding. When I read in the 

Bible that one of the primary instruments God uses to set people free is through the 

frequent practice of the confession of sin, I had to do this, too. Because I'm "so humble" 

and "super-spiritual?"  Shoot, no! I need Jesus! I am broken. So I do this. Habitually. It is 

a practice in my life. And I'm not ambiguous when I confess (most of the time). I'm 

vulnerable and brutally honest. There is a lot of pride left in my life, but a lot has been 

dislodged over the years by the Spirit. There are a number of people who know 

everything about me – and I mean everything. Every entrenched, stubborn sin in my life. 

My most embarrassing, shameful thoughts and actions. My selfish idiosyncrasies. 

Everything. A dozen other lead pastors, both here and in other cities, know this about 

me. So does my father. The elders of our church. My wife. And a handful of friends who 

have proven to me with their love and loyalty that I can trust them – men who I know will 

pray for me and encourage me and challenge me to fight for repentance.  

So if you hear me boast in anything, hear this: I am boasting in my weaknesses. I am 

frail. I am desperate. I need Jesus. So when I read, "The just shall live by faith [in 

Jesus]," all this is what "live by faith" means to me. This is what it means to really 

believe in Jesus.  

Each of us need to fight for this.  

D. Conclusion  
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1. You will only learn to depend on Jesus when you face your brokenness. 

2. Jesus is waiting for you in your shame. He’s not waiting to shame you or 

condemn you. He wants to heal you.  
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