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Philippians 4:8-9 

Scripture Reading — Philippians 4:8-9 

[8] Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. [9] What you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will 

be with you. (ESV) 

Intro: Learning To See Beauty 

• What’s Jesus doing here? 
- Matthew 5:9: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 
- Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

adultery.’ [28] But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 

intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  
- Matthew 5:38-39: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 

for a tooth.’ [39] But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone 

slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”  
- Matthew 6:14-15: “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you, [15] but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

• Eugene Peterson on the subversive nature of the kingdom of God: 
- “the status quo is wrong and must be overthrown if the world is going to be 

livable…there is another world aborning that is livable…It is in existence, though 

not visible. Its character is known.” — Eugene Peterson, The Contemplative Pastor 

V.I.M. 

• Dallas Willard: VIM 

- Vision: An idea of how something would benefit your life. 
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- Intention: “Projects of personal transformation rarely if ever succeed by accident, 

drift, or imposition…Effective action has to involve order, subordination, and 

progression, developing from the inside of the personality.”    1

• “Doesn’t sound spiritual” 

• The seat of intent is the will. The will is your spirit (in part). 

• The spirit (of a person) = the hidden world of that person (mind, will, emotions) 

• Spiritual growth = submitting our hidden world to God; saturating our hidden 

world in God 

• Our Biggest Battle: A person’s spirit is his/her hidden world. It’s made up of 

intent, mind/thinking, will, emotions. To be changed - really changed - requires 

that we surrender our hidden world to God. Not by thinking more about him, or 

studying him more as we often assume, but by surrendering our spirit to him in 

such a way that our hidden world is saturated by his presence. This is why so 

many people are religious rather than deeply Christian - because it’s a lot easier 

to follow rules than surrender our hidden world to God. We have a measure of 

control that way. 
- Means: Instrumentalities. 

• Language classes; trips abroad; tutoring; conversation; books; audio recordings; 

flash cards; study trip; and practice… 

Back To Vision 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things. — Philippians 4:8 

• We are being called to cultivate a vision for these things 

• But they are abstract — they are categories which define the things of God 

• “Imagine something tasty” (you have to imagine something concrete which tastes 

good) 

 Willard, Dallas. Renovation Of The Heart. 83.1

Bennett �2



June 11, 2017

Concrete Virtues: 2 Peter 1:3-7 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 

the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 

become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the 

world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement 

your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and 

self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with 

brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  

• Virtue: A skill demonstrating excellence; becoming the best we can possibly be 

• Knowledge: Both cognitive and relational 

• Self-control: Restraint 

• Steadfastness: Perseverance  

• Godliness: God-likeness in our behavior (consider the creation mandate rather than 

just “being good” — fill the earth and subdue it; human flourishing; beauty and 

order…) 

• Brotherly Affection: Proactive affection, kindness, care (need to feel love) 

• Love: Covenant commitment to one another  

Now What? 

• First, locate your impairments. How does your life contradict these virtues? 
- The kingdom of God first contrasts our brokenness: “Repent for the kingdom of 

God is at hand…” (Matthew 3:2; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38) 

• Second, be subversive! Imagine a new story. 
- Virtue: What would it be like to treat your soul with the care and urgency it needs? 
- Knowledge: What would it be like to really know God?  
- Self-control: What would it be like to no longer be oppressed by impulse? 
- Steadfastness: What would it be like to have a strong mind? 

- Godliness: What would it be like to cultivate tangible Christian maturity? 
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- Brotherly Affection: What would it be like to offer your brothers and sisters the gift of 

gentleness, understanding, eye-to-eye connection, a hearty hug, conversation that 

is less sarcastic and more full-hearted…? 
- Love: What would it be like to root down in loving commitment with your brothers 

and sisters in the church? To always be there…? 

My Example — A Strong Mind 

• At first, I thought my problem was merely one of restraint 

• I realized it intersected with all these… 

-

A Culture of Growth 

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 

• Ron: Surround yourself with people who want to grow in God 

• Community groups 

• Write vision-stories together! 

• Growth begins and is sustained imperceptibly. This is why we need constant 

encouragement… 

• Hebrews 3:13: “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that 

none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”
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