
August 21, 2016

PoliticKING | The Lord Reigns 

Psalm 97 

I. Announcements 

A. Midweek: RSVP with Stacy Johnson (6-weeks through preK) 

B. Kick The Tires next Sunday 

C. Renewal Night of Worship  

1. Friday, September 9th at 7:00pm 

2. The Robinson Gallery downtown  

D. Raising Up Conference 

1. October 22 – $15/person 

2. Register on our website 

3. Tim Holler, Exec. Dir. Sage Hill Memphis: "Emotionally Healthy Parenting" 

E. Coley's: Refreshments in gym 

II. Scripture reading – Psalm 97 

1 The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 2 Clouds and thick 

darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 3 Fire goes 

before him and burns up his adversaries all around. 4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees 

and trembles. 5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.  

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. 7 All worshipers of images 

are put to shame, who make their boast in worthless idols; worship him, all you gods! 8 Zion hears 

and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O LORD. 9 For you, O 

LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 10 O you who love the 

LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you 

righteous, and give thanks to his holy name! 
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III. Christianity is political! 

A. Luke 1:52-53: "he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 

estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty." 

B. It is impossible to separate God from politics.  

C. Yet, there are difficulties we face that bring us great worry:  

1. Racism 

2. Violence & crime  

3. The future of Social Security 

4. Global terrorism 

5. The national debt & the economy 

6. Poverty 

7. The questions surrounding the sexual revolution (LGBTQ; same-sex marriage) 

8. Abortion 

9. Ideological differences over universal healthcare or educational reform 

D. God's word must shape our political ideology... 

IV. The believer's political posture: 

A. Don't Panic. 

Psalm 97:1 – "The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!" 

• God rules everything...presently. 

• Rule/reign: A political word; he is king! 

• We can find joy in God's rule rather than panic. 

Psalm 97:9 – "For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all 

gods." 

• God reigns over powers seen and unseen: 

- SCOTUS, POTUS, ISIS 

- Demonic principalities of systemic racism 

- Colossians 1:15-16: "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
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whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-all things were created through him 

and for him." 

- Jesus' reign is "permanent...absolute...flawless...worldwide" – Charles Hodge 

• Panic's effect on our lives: 

- Impairs our objectivity – we don't discern well. This is why Paul exhorted 

Timothy to stir his heart in the Holy Spirit to combat his fears so he could 

experience God's power, love, and a sound mind (2 Tim. 1:6). 

- Panic makes us gullible to fear-mongering and to conspiracy theories that 

abound (on both sides). We feed on this stuff because it confirms our biases 

and our fears, and we feel emotionally affirmed that we are rational and  we are 

behaving nobly when we fret, walk in fear, or are fueled by a constant sense of 

outrage. 

- Makes us desperate – and viewpoints shaped by desperation are almost always 

naive, biased, or over-simplified. Other viewpoints are vilified.  

- Leads to the idolization of human leaders or human political institutions 

(partisanship); mean-spirited tribes are formed around these idolizations.  

Psalm 97:7 – "All worshipers of images are put to shame, who make their boast in 

worthless idols; worship him, all you gods!" 

- Ancient Idolatry wasn't just religious; it was political (crops; fertility; 

safety from enemies; etc.)  Many of us have the same poise toward 

human leaders. 

- Panic displeases God. Psalm 97 reminds us that our fundamental posture, as 

we interact with the difficulties of our age, should be joyful confidence in God. 

Political and social action should be rooted in a God-dependence issuing in 

hope. If political action is rooted in fear, we are denying God. 

B. Seek God's Glory First. 

Psalm 97:6 – "The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory." 

• God knows no national boundaries.  

• Verse 1 doesn't say, "The Lord reigns; let America be glad!" 
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• We must have God's global view of humanity (not Globalism) – our activism must 

serve God's global purposes – that "the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory 

of the LORD as the waters cover the sea" Habakuk 2:14).  

• "God's glory, the revealing and acknowledgement worldwide of who he is, what he 

has done, what he is doing, and what he will do – this great purpose drives history. 

Each nation's saga belongs to this larger one. The history of the United States, so 

full of God's blessing and goodness, is not for that reason a special history unto 

itself. It belongs, together with the histories of Peru, Estonia, China, and Senegal, to 

his story." – Charles Hodge 

• Our greatest political ambition mustn't be the preservation of our way of life. It 

must be a self-sacrificing burden to see the nations filled with the glory of God. 

- Objection: "So do I not engage in political action which seeks to improve our 

way of life?" 

- Application: If we can end poverty, then let us end poverty to the glory of 

God! If we can curb racial tension, then let us do so! What I'm asking is what 

is your controlling center – fear over losing your way of life or a growing passion 

for the glory of God? 

C. Hate Evil 

Psalm 97:2 – "Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne." 

• Clouds and thick darkness surround God because he is morally unapproachable; He 

is absolutely holy and we are not; 

• That his throne rests on righteousness and justice means every act of God is good 

and fair. 

• We must examine our own hearts.  

Psalm 97:10 – "O you who love the LORD, hate evil!..." 

• More than loving a way of life, we must hate evil – and that begins with the evil of 

our own hearts.  
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• You'll know you're growing in a Jesus-centered hatred of evil when you sorrow over 

your own sins more than that of the culture...AND when you find yourself growing 

in compassion and understanding for those you even disagree with.) 

• No nation on earth has ever enjoyed the special relationship that ancient Israel had 

with God (including America!). Yet, when Israel strayed from God, they were 

severely judged.  

V. Conclusion 

A. Did God impress anything on your heart this morning that you needed to hear? 

B. If so, what? (Write it down somewhere.) 

C. How can you obediently respond to God's dealings with you?
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