
August 28, 2016

PoliticKING | Faithful Exiles 

1 Peter 2:11-17 

I. Announcements 

A. Midweek  

B. Kick The Tires today! 

C. The Lift Pool Party – This Wednesday during midweek...bulletin... 

D. Renewal Night of Worship 

1. Friday, September 9th, 7:00pm 

2. The Robinson Gallery Downtown  

E. Raising Up Conference 

1. October 22 – $15/person 

2. Tim Holler, Exec. Dir. Sage Hill Memphis 

3. "Emotionally Healthy Parenting" 

4. Mrs. Pat's Fried Chicken 

F. Baptism meeting – Sept. 9 immediately after service 

II. Scripture reading – 1 Peter 2:11-17 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 

war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 13 Be 

subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme 14 or 

to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.  

15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish 

people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 

servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

What does Christian politics look like?... 
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III. A New Identity: Faithful Exiles 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 

against your soul. 

A. Appeals first to our identity on Christ before he commands us to do anything 

B. Sojourners: Wilderness Israelites seeking the Land of Promise 

C. Exiles (Babylon): "We share much in common with Daniel and Esther, Jews who were 

uprooted from their native surroundings and obliged to live among people whose 

language, customs, and beliefs differed dramatically from their own." 

D. Hebrews 11:13-16: "These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 

seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 

on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.15 If they 

had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 

return.16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city." 

E. Philippians 3:20 – "...our citizenship is in heaven...": We should more deeply identify with 

God's country than our own. 

F. 1 Peter 2:5 – "you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."  

1. Temple – the "Capitol and capital" in Jewish mind 

2. We are a new nation, a new ethnic group, we are ambassadors of our king 

G. Identity – your "controlling center?" 

1. Political idolatry or the Kingdom of God? 

2. Idol Tracker: Anger and anxiety...follow the trail 

H. Other causes not important? 

1. Distinction: we live in a democratic republic 

2. We have a political recourse to do good 

3. Political discourse and action must be Spirit-filled. 

4. Active, but missional – non-believers are not our adversaries; they are Jesus' 

inheritance. So our posture must be sensitive, caring, and humble. 
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5. We come as peace-makers, mercy-givers, our ambitions are rooted in meekness... 

IV. A Crucial Task: Heaping Good Upon Our World 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 

against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 

as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 13 Be subject for the 

Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme 14 or to governors as sent by 

him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that 

by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, 

not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

A. Verse 12 – A quality of living that is so honorable that non-believing people come to 

glorify God. MISSIONAL. 

B. Freedom: 

1. False assumption: We're in grace, not the law, so the pressure's off to live honorably. 

2. "When there's something in the bible that churches don't like, they call it legalism." 

– Leonard Ravenhill 

3. We are servants of God. Implications (verse 17): 

a) Honor everyone (treat every soul – saved or unsaved, kind or mean – with 

dignity) 

(1) INTERACTION: What does it mean to honor? 

(2) Is there one person in your life you can begin honoring? 

b) Love the church of Jesus, the "brotherhood" (more than individual Christians, 

but pour yourself into the Christian saga, learn to cherish the Christian "race") 

c) Fear God  

(1) Be objective (e.g. Abortion) – hate what he hates and love what he loves: 

(2) Charles Drew: "Aggressive goodness" – "Public apathy is no more an option 

for us than is public scandal." 

(a) Drew preaching against abortion 
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(b) Law students after a message: "We agree with you, but what are we to do 

for pregnant women who cannot or will not raise their children?" 

(c) They created a crisis pregnancy center & several local shelters for unwed 

mothers  

d) Honor earthly authorities (even ones you disagree with).  

V. A Better Hope: Jesus' Glorious Appearing 

12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 

may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

A. Doing good in a way which causes non-believing people to anticipate the coming King. 

B. The entire passage (with the rest of Scripture) is focused on the day of Jesus. 

C. Anecdote: Cutting grass – Look to the end of the row to remain straight (looking at 

every issue staring at us will lead to madness...panic – Remember last week?) 

D. Our eyes must be set on the fixed point of Jesus' return when he will make all things 

new. 

E. We don't have to be shaped by the anxiety surrounding political issues and elections. 

F. We don't look to the next election; we look to the day of Jesus' glorious appearing!
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