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Politicking | Render To God 
Luke 20:19-26; 45-47 

Announcements 

1. Visitors Welcome 

2. Midweek 

3. Community Groups: Info center, website, app 

4. Kick The Tires - Next Week, Sep 25 

5. Raising Up Conference, Oct 22 

6. Porterbrook 

7. Cry Room is available in the Nursery Hall - live video feed of our service. 

[20] So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something 

he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. [21] So they asked him, 

“Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 

[22] Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” [23] But he perceived their craftiness, and said to 

them, [24] “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” [25] 

He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 

God's.” [26] And they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling 

at his answer they became silent. 

… [45] And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, [46] “Beware of the scribes, who like to 

walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the 

places of honor at feasts, [47] who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 

receive the greater condemnation.” 
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Caesar & Rome 

• Jesus seemed to endorse Caesar! 

• Rome occupied the Promised Land! 

• Caesar claimed divinity: “Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son of the Divine Augustus” 

inscribed on the coin Jesus examined. 

• Was Jesus saying that we should disengage from politics? (This is a popular 

view among many these days who: 

- Can’t reconcile scripture with the dark forces of politics and… 

- Are tired of the bureaucratic, dishonest, self-interested gridlock. 

- Is politics too messy a subject, too distracting, for Jesus to concern himself 

with?

Congregational Interaction 

• Why do you think people have warned me about preaching on politics? 

- Because politics is an emotional subject. 

- People can get easily offended, which may "unnecessarily hurt the church." 

• But why is it an emotional subject?  

- Because we think with our feelings.  

- Recognize when your blood-pressure is rising. That means you’re quickly 

becoming less objective.  

• Was this what Jesus was doing here — Avoiding controversy? 
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Risky business…(19-22) 
[20] So they [the scribes and pharisees] watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be 
sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority 
and jurisdiction of the governor. [21] So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and 
teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. [22] Is it lawful for us to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 

• Note the context:  

- The point of the question is to trap Jesus… 

- To brand him as a revolutionary against Rome. 

• Note how inflammatory (and emotional) the subject was: 

- “Lawful”: Does God endorse giving money to a foreign government that is 

occupying the Promised Land and persecuting God's chosen people? 

- “Tribute”: A humiliating tax exacted by a superior nation intended to show the 

inferior nation’s utter dependance on them. 

- Risky:  

• If Jesus says “No,” then he is guilty of treason, and Jesus had to go to the cross 

for our sins, not for insurrection (which is why Pontius Pilate's declaration, "I find 

no guilt in this man" (Luke 23:4), is so important. 

• The only alternative Jesus is given is to speak in a black-and-white manner on an 

issue that is gray.  

• Note: Some political issues are nuanced, can't be over-simplified: 

- Party affiliation 

- Black Lives Matter, racial injustice & police brutality  

- The economy 

- Universal healthcare  

- Global terror 

• Beware of a Pharisaical spirit which rejects nuance and settles for "good guys" and 

"bad guys".
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Render to God…(23-26) 
[23] But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, [24] “Show me a denarius. Whose 
likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” [25] He said to them, “Then render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” [26] And they were 
not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer 
they became silent. 

• Don’t think Jesus was apolitical — he wasn’t fighting with worldly weapons 

because he isn't of this world. 

- He didn’t allow himself to be dragged into messy and often rude political 

discourse & intrigue. 

- He didn’t allow himself to be categorized — he maintained a political world 

view that was based entirely in Scripture (both in belief and in 

expression)...which likely frustrated his supporters and angered his 

opponents because he couldn't be pigeonholed.  

• Jesus’ adversary was not a person or a human empire: 

John 18:36 — “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 

kingdom is not from the world.” 

• Jesus’ antidote to evil, therefore, wasn’t rooted in human strength or wisdom.  

Ephesians 6:10-12 — “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 

[11] Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes 

of the devil. [12] For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 
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Render to God — Beware of the scribes…(45-47) 
[45] And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, [46] “Beware of the scribes, who 
like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, [47] who devour widows' houses and for a pretense 
make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”. 

• “long robes…love greetings…best seats…places of honor”:  

- Beware of the decadent lifestyle which promotes comfort over justice. 

- Make sure your politics aren’t self-focused. 

- God has placed us in this world to be the pulse of justice, love, service, and 

peace-making.  

- God’s people should be God’s visible conscience for the world to see. 

• “devour widows’ houses” 

- Jesus is looking for more than a carefully formulated vote. 

- God’s looking for aggressive goodness from his people. 

Charles Drew: “I remember well the day some law students in my congregation came to 

me following a sermon on the rights of the unborn. They said, ‘We agree with you, but 

what are we to do for pregnant women who cannot or will not raise their children?’  

Their concern began a process that culminated in the creation of a crisis pregnancy center 

and a number of local shelters for unwed mothers. We must forever be asking, ‘How can 

we commend the good, just, and merciful reign of our King if we ourselves are not 

demonstrating it?’” 

- It’s easier to vote than do something. What if we put as much emotional 

energy into attempting to create redemptive solutions as we put into who 

we should vote for?


