
Sep. 25, 2016

PoliticKING | Power Struggle 
Luke 20:1-8 

I. Announcements 

A. Visitors Welcome 

B. Midweek  

C. Community Groups 

D. Kick The Tires 

E. Raising Up Conference — Emotionally Healthy Parenting, Oct. 22 

F. Cry Room in Nursery Corridor 

II. Scripture Reading 

One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests 
and the scribes with the elders came up [2] and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these 
things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” [3] He answered them, “I also will ask you a 
question. Now tell me, [4] was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” [5] And they 
discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not 
believe him?’ [6] But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are 
convinced that John was a prophet.” [7] So they answered that they did not know where it came 
from. [8] And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

III. Teaching 

A. Verse 1 — “One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the 

gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up…” 

1. Context of these words: Roman Occupation of Israel 

a) God’s people in God’s land living in subjection to the Romans Empire 

b) Rome allowed a degree of Jewish self-governance, but would ruthlessly 

obliterate any hint of uprising  

c)  It’s estimated that between 50k and 100k Jews were crucified in the first 

century (Imagine experiencing 9/11 over and over again for a century) 

2. Teaching in the Temple  

a) The Temple was the center of Jewish cultural and religious life  

Bennett �1



Sep. 25, 2016

b) The Temple was synonymous with Israel, it was the heart of Israel, it was 

the most cherished part of Jewish culture 

c) But it was also watched closely by Rome 

d) Jesus was teaching in “their territory” (religious leaders) 

3. Gospel:  

a) Submit to God's kingdom, a different government 

b) Massive crowds of worshipers — vulnerable to revolutionary ideas 

4. Chief priests, scribes, elders  

a) Religious-Political leaders of Israel absorbed by Rome to help rule/

subdue the Jews 

b) They lived in tension of spiritually governing God’s people, hoping for 

deliverance from Rome, but also quashing any political threats which 

would lead to their destruction, e.g. AD 70, foretold by Jesus... 

Luke 19:41-44: "And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, [42] 

saying, "Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for 

peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. [43] For the days will come upon 

you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and 

hem you in on every side [44] and tear you down to the ground, you and your 

children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because 

you did not know the time of your visitation."  

c) Religious leaders: self-preservation vs. "pick up your cross" 

B. Verse 2 — “and said to him, ‘Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is 

that gave you this authority.” 

1. A power struggle between the religious leaders and Jesus 

2. The question at the heart of this power struggle was “Who knows what is 

best for God’s people?” 

3. This is why they were unconvinced even when Jesus did miracles  
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4. He was too much of a risk, a threat 

C. Verses 3-4 — “He answered them, ‘I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, [4] was the 

baptism of John from heaven or from man?’” 

1. John was revered in the hearts of the Jews 

2. When Jesus was baptized, there was a voice from heaven and a descending 

dove, marking him out as the Son of God (John 3:21-22). 

3. God’s authority was publicly conferred upon Jesus when John baptized him. 

4. Jesus identified their motives: political, not honest... 

D. Verses 5-7 — “And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 

he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ [6] But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will 

stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” [7] So they answered 

that they did not know where it came from.”  

1. A lust for power leads to dishonesty.  

a) They wouldn't admit the blatant truth that John's call to repent was of 

God) 

b) The debate in which we find ourselves entangled: What is best for our 

country? Self-interest/preservation, leading to Pharisee-like behavior... 

c) By "lust for power," I'm not suggesting we all have fascist tendencies. I am 

saying, though, that we are tempted to use political force to achieve God's 

will (coercion, shaming, mean-spirited debate, rejection/withdrawal, 

over-consumption of political discourse in the media, etc.) 

d) We are gorging ourselves the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil 

2. A lust for power can lead us to reject God’s plan.  

a) They disowned God’s prophet, John the Baptist, out of political 

expediency (in the heat of that moment, John was an impediment to their 

political ambitions 
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b) How many of us are neglecting the poor and the foreigner (refugee) 

because it doesn't line up with your politics? 

c) Conversely, how many of us are so dug into social justice issues that the 

Great Commission is an afterthought?  

3. A lust for power can cause us to walk by our own wisdom rather the Spirit’s 

guidance.  

a) Note the religious leaders’ off-line conversation to curate a politically 

correct reply rather than speaking from their hearts. God had no place in 

that brief aside whatsoever. 

b) This summer, my call to understand was/is rejected by some (condemned 

violence; called to understand, not agree; bear with one another in love) 

4. A lust for power makes political intrigue more compelling than the glory of 

God. (The religious leaders were most concerned about was maintaining the 

status quo, protecting Israel’s way-of-life more than honoring God.) 

a)  What gets your juices flowing — the possibly of acquiring (or losing) 

power, or the glory of God? 

b) Are you able to digest political "bad news" and rest knowing God 

sovereignly rules all creation? 

5. A lust for power will quench the Holy Spirit’s activity among us. (Note the 

following verse…) 

a) 1 Thessalonians 5:12-19 [19 Do not quench the Spirit.] 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the 

Lord and admonish you, [13] and to esteem them very highly in love because of 

their work. Be at peace among yourselves. [14] And we urge you, brothers, 

admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them 

all. [15] See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to 

one another and to everyone. [16] Rejoice always, [17] pray without ceasing, [18] 
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give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

[19] Do not quench the Spirit. 

b) The command not to quench the Spirit follows Paul’s wishes that 

believers esteem one another “very highly” in love, to be at peace 

together, to push the spiritually lazy, to encouraged the depressed, to 

speak for and serve the weak, to always do good to one another and to 

everyone else, to always rejoice rather than complain, to pray without 

ceasing, and to give thanks in all circumstances. All these acts — 

dedicated to the glory of Jesus — spawn Spirit activity among us or to 

neglect these acts us to quench the Spirit.  

E. Verse 8 — “And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 

things.’” 

1. Micro-lesson: We mustn't allow ourselves to be dragged into harsh, 

dehumanizing power-struggles with others. And every time we fight about 

politics, we have entered a political power-struggle. 

2. Macro-lesson: Jesus withdrew from the religious leaders. He refused to 

engage them. Jesus literally "shut down." They quenched the Spirit. 

IV. Concluding Thoughts – Habakkuk & Nebuchadnezzar 

A. Habakkuk 

1. Lamenting Israel’s sin to God 

2. God’s response (1:5-11): “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be 

astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told. [6] 

For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march 

through the breadth of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own. [7] They are dreaded 

and fearsome; their justice and dignity go forth from themselves. [8] Their horses are 

swifter than leopards, more fierce than the evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly 
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on. Their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to devour. [9] They all 

come for violence, all their faces forward. They gather captives like sand. [10] At kings 

they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They laugh at every fortress, for they pile up earth 

and take it. [11] Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men, whose own 

might is their God!” 

3. Habakkuk’s Outrage (1:12-13): “Are you not from everlasting, O LORD my God, 

my Holy One? We shall not die. O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment, and 

you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. [13] You who are of purer eyes than to 

see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent 

when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he?” 

B. Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon) 

1. But over 100-years later, Babylon brutally sieged Judah and carried away 

many of the survivors into captivity and were slaves of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

kingdom — a very prideful, vicious man.  

2. One day, as Nebuchadnezzar walked atop the roof of his palace, he began to 

gloat over how powerful he was and God immediately caused him to go mad. 

So much so, that he lived like an animal. 

3. But God restored his sanity and, in response to God’s mercy, he said these 

words: “At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who 

lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from 

generation to generation; [35] all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 

and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of 

the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” (Daniel 

4:34-35) 

4. We don’t have to fight with each other. We don’t have to engage ugly 

political infighting. We don’t have to behave like humans control the future. 
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God rules the cosmos. We can be active in our responsibility to steward the 

creation, but when it’s all said and done, we can trust in him with the 

results. 
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