
October 9, 2016

PoliticKING | The Sitting Son, Part 2 

Daniel 7:13-18 

Announcements – Chris & Becky 

• Visitors (Becky) 

• Kick the Tires: Next week / Joining? 

• Midweek 

• Community Groups 

• Raising Up Conference (Becky) 

• Nursery Training (Becky) 

• Cry Room (Chris) 

Prayer Points: 

• A church home precisely where God wants us 

• Growing involvement in good works, advocacy 

• That our members would make disciples  

• Pray with us each Sunday morning  

Text – Daniel 7:13-18 

13 "I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 

man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  14 And to him was given 

dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not 

be destroyed.  15 "As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head 

alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all 

this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 17 'These four great 
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beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall 

receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.' 

Prayer 

Last week:  

• 4 beasts judged the Lord; yet allowed a measure of freedom  

• Daniel 7:12 – As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were 

prolonged for a season and a time. 

• God puts constraints on the kingdoms of man, but has allowed these kingdoms/

governments/empires some freedom to flex their muscles 

• I'm not saying fatalism is the answer. But neither am I endorsing obsession.  

The Messiah’s Inheritance 

[13] “I saw in the night visions, 

 and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, 

 and he came to the Ancient of Days 

 and was presented before him. [Ascension, not Second Coming] 

 [14] And to him was given dominion 

 and glory and a kingdom, 

 that all peoples, nations, and languages 

 should serve him; [Great Commission...ambassador/emissary] 

 his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

 which shall not pass away, 

 and his kingdom one 

 that shall not be destroyed. [Jesus’ inheritance as first born son] 
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Insights into Ancient Sonship  1

• Ancient Societies – Patriarchal  

• Patriarch responsible for family's economic well-being, he enforced the law, cared for 

any of his own who were marginalized through death or war. 

• An individual's identity was based on their father, their gender & their birth order. 

• Household – Entire extended family (in today's terms) 

- Wife, children, married sons & wives 

- A woman who married became part of her father-in-law's household 

- This group could have been three generations numbering up to 30 people 

- When it became too large, it might split into several new households headed by 

the eldest sons 

• Firstborn 

- Firstborn male would replace father as patriarch upon his death 

- Hence, the firstborn took precedence over brothers and received a double-

portion of the family estate 

- The firstborn was expected to shadow his father, serving as an apprentice in all 

his duties, hence John 5:19-20... 

..."Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees 

the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20 For the 

Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing..." 

- Upon the father's death, the son assumed the weighty responsibility of directing 

and maintaining the household  

- He would need adequate resources to care for the household, hence the double-

portion 

 Richter, Sandra L. The Epic of Eden. 25.1
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Jesus — First Born Son (Heir) — Colossians 1:15-16 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

• Firstborn – Not an indication of Jesus' supposed finiteness, but that he is God's 

eternal heir 

• Concerns HOW God manifested himself to us (how does God want to be know ) 

• The household of a God has been corrupted through sinful leadership 

• Jesus, the Son of Man, is God's firstborn, the heir of God's household 

• Heir of what? (NOT just the Jews!...) 

- All things in heaven and earth..."FOR HIM" 

- Things visible and things invisible (the whole cosmos) 

- Human, angelic & demonic rulers 

• Daniel 7:14 – Dominion, glory, kingdom given to him 

15 "As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. 

16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told 

me and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 

17 'These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. [microcosm of 

human rule throughout all history] 

18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, 

forever and ever.' [The saints' eternal inheritance] 

Joint-Heirs with Christ – Galatians 4:3-7 

In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 

world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
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because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

• Law: Mosaic covenant (Jews) – not under Jesus' rule (people still under the dominion 

of the power of sin 

• Under the dominion of the Spirit of Jesus: God-affections formed by the Spirit 

• We are heirs with him... 

Conclusion 

1. Our destiny is to govern the new creation alongside Jesus.  

• Heaven's song 

- Revelation 5:9-10: "And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people 

for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made 

them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."   

- Revelation 5:12-13: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power 

and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 13 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 

in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 

ever!"  

2. To govern God's way is to cultivate God's beauty in our world.  

• Genesis 1:26-28: Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So 

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and 
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fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

• Order, fruitfulness, unity, wholeness  

3. The church is called to begin restoring broken creation now.  

• Unlike Adam and Eve, we are starting with a deficit...a broken world. So we work 

to restore. Broken souls. Dehumanizing and corrupt social structures.) 

• N.T. Wright: I know that God’s new world of justice and joy, of hope for the whole earth, 

was launched when Jesus came out of the tomb on Easter morning: I know he calls me and you 

to live in him and by the power of his spirit, and so to be new-creation people here and now, 

giving birth to signs and symbols of the kingdom on earth as in heaven. The resurrection of 

Jesus and the gift of the Spirit mean that we are called to bring forth real and effective signs of 

God’s renewed creation even in the midst of the present age." 

What are you called to restore?  ______________________________ 

Prayer 

• Repentance – baptism 

• The Lord's Supper
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