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PRAYER 

BIBLE READING — Ephesians 2:11-22 

INTRODUCTION 

Greeting  
Today we are continuing our first series of 2016 called Reset—we’re taking time 
to re-orient ourselves to those things that matter most. One thing that has 
always been a significant part of our culture and values as a church is the issue 
of racial reconciliation—healing the divide between people groups within our 
city and standing as a prophetic picture of the unity and diversity that should 
be present in the family of God. 

This is all the more important because we live in a city that has been plagued 
by racism, resentment, prejudice and hate for hundreds of years. Memphis is 
one of the most active fault lines of racial division in our country. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated here. The “I AM A MAN” sanitation workers strike of 
1968 occurred here. And for as long as Memphis has existed, racial tensions 
have run high, pervading every area of society—education, politics, sports, and 
religion. 

But racial reconciliation is more than simply getting white people and black 
people to sit politely in the same room.  

(Disclaimer for people of other races) 



Reconciliation is about healing the wounds of the past. It’s about bridging the 
divide that separates us—a divide built by oppression, discrimination, fear, 
resentment, bitterness, distrust, and hate. It is a gap so wide and a wound so 
deep that our instinct is to stay away from it and let it fester—not to touch it or 
go anywhere near it. There is simply too much pain & hurt there. 

But thank God for Jesus. With Jesus there is a way to bridge the gap. With 
Jesus there is real hope for healing. And difficult as it may be, I believe Jesus is 
asking us to engage the pain and the wounds this morning. Contrary to our 
instincts, the way forward toward healing is in the direction of those we fear. 



OPENING ILLUSTRATION (Part 1) 

While we lived in China, it was fairly easy to disengage from the news of what 
was happening here in the States. However, occasionally an event or issue 
would reach such a fever pitch in the media that it was impossible to ignore. 
Four years ago the killing of Trayvon Martin was just such an a event. 

At the time, I wrote a blog post to try and process my thoughts and feelings on 
that tragedy and to articulate the brokenness I believed it revealed in our 
society. Here is an excerpt from the first part of that article: 

Racism and discrimination are alive and well in the world today. Hate crimes are 
real. Injustice still happens. I’m sure more often than any of us are aware. Of 
course this isn’t limited to the divide between black and white. It’s a tragic 
reality, true if you are Asian, Hispanic, Arab—you get the idea. 

We live in a society and in a world that is broken, but more importantly, we as 
individuals are broken. No matter how hard we try, we struggle with distrusting 
those who are different from us. That distrust is only magnified when our life 
experience adds incidental confirmation to whatever fearful stereotypes our 
broken hearts and minds have begun to form. Before long we have created a 
lens through which we see the world—a lens that skews reality to conform to our 
distrust, our fears and our brokenness. This lens is not made from lies, but a 
dangerous fabrication of real wounds from the past, designed to protect us 
from the anticipated wounds we fear from the future. 

In the interest of our own survival, we learn to judge the events and people 
around us. And by judging quickly, we somehow believe we can best protect 
ourselves. Sadly, this protection comes at a cost. We isolate ourselves. We 
harden our hearts. We vilify those we rush to judge, and our cocoon of 
protection only creates more distance between us and the people we most 
desperately need. Because only through truly knowing those we have learned 
to fear can our wounds from the past be healed. 



OPENING ILLUSTRATION (Part 2) 

Let me tell you a little bit about my lens, about the brokenness through which 
I grew up seeing the world:  

I grew up in Memphis. I grew up watching the news almost every night in a city 
that was riddled with crime and violence, and most nights the images on the 
TV associated with those crimes were pictures of young black men.  

Now my parents weren’t racist— they loved Jesus and taught me and my 
brothers that all people were created in God’s image and everyone had equal 
worth in His eyes. But the communities we associated with were mostly white. 
Our friends were mostly white. And areas of our city that were predominantly 
African-American were statistically more likely to be lower-income and higher-
crime—they were deemed the “bad” parts of town.  

Black culture was foreign to me. I was aware of some of the most obvious ways 
it differed from my own— from fashion to music, language to food—but I had 
little to no understanding of the history, passions, or values that undergirded 
what I saw on the surface. And I wasn’t encouraged by anyone in my life to be 
a student of such things. At best the black community was seen by me as 
foreign or different. At worst they were perceived as a threat. 

Now I share this part of my story with you simply to acknowledge my own 
brokenness—that I stand in front of you today, not as an impartial third-party 
observer, distant & disassociated from the pain and divisiveness of this issue, 
but rather as another broken human being who daily struggles to kill off those 
parts of my flesh that are rooted in the wounds & brokenness of my past.  

And it is only with Jesus that I have hope of ever succeeding at this. Only in 
Jesus do we ever find hope to heal the divide that separates us and truly be 
reconciled to one another. Let’s look at today’s text and find out how…  



BIBLE  — Ephesians 2:11-14a 

Ephesians 2 begins with Paul reminding believers in Ephesus about the 
general nature of their salvation in Christ, but in this second half of the 
chapter Paul sharpens his focus on the fact that his readers were Gentiles—a 
people historically outside of the family of the God. Because they weren’t part 
of Israel, prior to Jesus’ coming Gentiles were seen as far from God and 
outside of His promise of salvation. But Paul goes on to explain that in Jesus 
Gentiles and Jews are formed into one people, united by their common 
salvation through His blood. 

 (Disclaimer about difference between Jews/Gentiles and modern races) 

The first truth we learn from this text is simply this: 
1) Jesus is our reconciliation. 

Only in Jesus alone do any of us find peace with God. Though once we all 
were His enemies and deserving of His wrath, in Christ we have become part 
of God’s family. 

vs 14: For He himself is our peace 

Jesus’ work of reconciliation extends not only between God and man but also 
across the divide that separates people groups. Peoples who have enmity & 
hostility between them are made one in Christ.  

We must realize that not only can Jesus reconcile us, but that only Jesus can 
reconcile us. Therefore… 

Being reconciled to God is the first and most important step in being 
reconciled to one another.  



BIBLE  — Ephesians 2:14b-20  

The next truth we see in the text is this: 
2) In Jesus we are reconciled to one another.  

Paul says that both Jews and Gentiles are now one in Christ. The hostility that 
existed between the two people groups—those under the law and those 
outside the law—was literally killed off with Jesus. His death and sacrifice paid 
the price for all mankind so all could live in peace with God. In doing so, 
Jesus created a new people group that belongs to God—a new race and 
culture defined by our citizenship in the Kingdom of God. 

Therefore, whether we realize it or not, in Jesus we each have a new culture, a 
new homeland and a new community of belonging. We are now members of 
a spiritual family and are called to lives of unity and peace with our new 
brothers and sisters. 

When we become part of God’s family, every other part of our identity 
becomes secondary to our identity in Christ. 

The reality is an uncomfortable tension exists within this spiritual truth 
because our flesh and sin have not yet fully submitted to Christ. Jesus is not 
yet finished with us. 

And so we must try to daily live out this reconciliation that has been promised 
in Christ. But the brokenness and sin of the past have left a legacy of 
wounding, fear and hatred—leading many of us to live our lives as if the wall of 
hostility still stands.  

Deep wounds require deep healing before people can dwell together in 
peace. We must start by acknowledging the wounds. 

    



ILLUSTRATION 

The history of our nation has been blighted with the sins of slavery, 
segregation, discrimination, and oppression. And though many institutions of 
oppression have fallen in the last 150 years, the vestiges of injustice remain. 
Racism, prejudice and hate are all alive and well in America. 

Sadly, we cannot view this legacy of oppression only through the lens of 
history. The impact of the sins of our fathers is constantly felt throughout our 
present-day society. Let me give you one example: 

The following is a statement from a document compiled by the Committee of 
the British and Foreign Anti Slave Society in 1841 regarding the education of 
slaves in America: 

So far from any provision being made for the education of the slaves, it is either 
entirely prohibited or universally discouraged. In some of the states the education of 
the slave is expressly forbidden by law, and any attempt made to educate them, 
whether by whites or black, is severely punished. In some of the less important 
slaveholding states, instruction in letters is not prohibited by law; but it is effectually 
prevented by public opinion. Such is the case in Kentucky. 

A law of South Carolina passed in 1800, authorizes the infliction of twenty lashes on 
every slave found in an assembly convened for the purpose of ‘mental instruction,’ 
held in a confined or secret place, although in the presence of a white. Another law 
imposes a fine of L100 on any person who may teach a slave to write. An act of 
Virginia, of 1829, declares every meeting of slaves at any school by day or night, for 
instruction in reading or writing, an unlawful assembly; and any justice may inflict 
twenty lashes on each slave found in such school. 

In North Caroline, to teach a slave to read or write, or to sell or give him any book 
(bible not excepted) or pamphlet, is punished with thirty-nine lashes, or imprisonment 
if the offender be a free negro, but if a white, then with a fine of 200 dollars. The 
reason for this law assigned in its preamble is, that ‘teaching slaves to read and write, 



tends to excite dissatisfaction in their minds, and to produce insurrection and 
rebellion.’ 

In Georgia, if a white teach a free negro or slave to read or write, he is fined 500 
dollars, and imprisoned at the discretion of the court; if the offender be a colored 
man, bond or free, he is to be fined or whipped at the discretion of the court. Of 
course a father may be flogged for teaching his own child. This barbarous law was 
enacted in 1829. 

Can you imagine what it would be like if only one generation of your family 
was refused a basic education— an entire generation forced into illiteracy and 
ignorance by those in power. What would the impact be on your family 
history? How would your children’s children be affected? 

Brothers and sisters, this is only one example. And even as I read it, I am 
deeply grieved. I don’t believe any of us can truly comprehend the extent of 
cultural devastation left in the wake of such cruelty and injustice.  

We should not be surprised that systemic institutionalized oppression of a 
people group lasting for hundreds of years produces pervasive wounds and 
societal brokenness which extends for generations long after oppression has 
ceased. 

In the face of such wounds, such an overwhelming wall of hostility, how then 
can we as followers of Jesus demonstrate the spiritual reality of reconciliation 
we know to be true? 



BIBLE  — Ephesians 2:21-22 

Only in Jesus. Only with His help. We need Him so desperately, and owning 
our need for Him is the only way forward. 

The final truth of this passage in Ephesians is this: 
3) Only by acknowledging our deep need for Jesus can we live out this 
reconciliation. 

Paul says that as we are joined together in Christ, we grow into a holy temple—
a place of God’s dwelling. As we grow up in Jesus, we grow closer to one 
another. 

And more and more, God has been showing me that growing in Him means 
coming to a greater recognition of my need for Him—acknowledging the 
depth of my brokenness and the brokenness of those around me—and letting 
that shared need for Jesus draw us together in unity with one another.   

As we own our brokenness and confess the fearful tendencies of our flesh, 
we create space for God’s grace and forgiveness to be demonstrated by 
those we need to be reconciled to. 

The more I need Jesus, and the more you need Jesus, the more we need 
each other. Because Jesus uses you to heal me, and Jesus uses me to heal 
you. 

So what does that look like? How do we live out this spirit of reconciliation in 
our daily lives?  



APPLICATION 

Since Jesus is our reconciliation, to live out reconciliation with each other, we 
must follow in the way of Jesus. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21 

My exhortation to you this morning is this: 
If you belong to Jesus, be a minister of reconciliation. 

For some this morning it simply feels unfair to be held accountable for the 
consequences of oppression and injustice that occurred decades before you 
were born. It seems unjust to be asked to pay the price for someone else’s sin. 

But that’s what Jesus did. He paid the price for our sin though He was without 
sin. He made peace between us and God while we were God’s enemies. He is 
our reconciliation. And I believe He is asking us today to follow in His 
footsteps—to die to ourselves and love sacrificially, to pursue peace and give 
up our rights for the good of others. Be a minister of reconciliation. 

For others it feels impossible to forgive those who seem indifferent to or even 
complicit in the injustices you endure on a daily basis. You feel unable to trust 
those who have yet to earn your trust and show grace to those who don’t 
deserve it. 

But that’s what Jesus did. He came to forgive the sins of those who had 
rejected Him and demonstrate love to those who wanted to kill Him. He is our 
reconciliation. And I believe He is asking us today to follow in His footsteps—to 
forgive those who have yet to earn our forgiveness and offer goodwill to 
those who appear to be our enemies. Be a minister of reconciliation. 



3 simple gifts we can give as ministers of reconciliation: 

1) Go and be with (the gift of presence) 
2) Know and be known (the gift of intimacy) 
3) Love and forgive (the gift of grace) 

CONCLUSION 

God has called each of us who belong to Jesus to the ministry of 
reconciliation.  

Jesus has made peace between you and God. He has joined you together 
with people of every tribe, tongue and nation as one people in the family of 
God. And He is inviting all of us to demonstrate the peace of God within that 
family, so the world will see the depth and power of His love. 

COMMUNION


