
January 31, 2016

Reset | Unanswered Prayers 

Luke 17:20 – 18:8 

Intro: 

• Illustration: Why won't God answer my prayers?

• This text says God will answer "speedily"

• Let's read this in context – because Luke 18:1-8 is part of Jesus' answer to a question

• Goal: That the Spirit would restore your hope and trust in Jesus as you live your life.

Text
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, "The 

kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 

'There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you."  22 And he said to the disciples, "The days 

are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And 

they will say to you, 'Look, there!' or 'Look, here!' Do not go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning 

flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. 25 But first 

he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so 

will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given 

in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  
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28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot – they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, 

planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from 

heaven and destroyed them all – 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that 

day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, 

and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to 

preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be 

two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. 35 There will be two women grinding together. One 

will be taken and the other left."  37 And they said to him, "Where, Lord?" He said to them, "Where the 

corpse is, there the vultures will gather." 

View #1 — Unfulfilled Interpretation

Verse Idea Interpretation 

Lk. 17:22,26,30 Days/Revealing of Son of Man The Second Coming of Christ to judge the world at history's conclusion

Lk. 17:26-30 The Flood & Sodom and Gomorrah Judgments which anticipate the Final Judgment

Lk. 17:31-32 Leave belongings; flee judgment Spiritual interpretation —> don't be attached to worldly possessions; devotion to Jesus

Lk. 17:34-35 People taken and left behond Taken = Saved by Jesus and taken to heaven / Left = Left behind to be condemned

Lk. 17:37 Vultures devouring corpse Spiritual interpretation —> Horror of the Final Judgment
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View #2 — Fulfilled Interpretation

*Daniel 7:13-14: "13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one 
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 

14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 

one that shall not be destroyed."

• Four successive world empires which will torment humanity ("man");

• But the Ancient of Days is fully in control and will bring their power to an end;

• A representative of humanity, the Son of Man, will ascend from this suffering and rule all ethnic groups.

Problems with Unfulfilled Interpretation

• Why would Jesus have to tell his saved followers not to take anything with them to heaven?

• Why would Jesus direct people who are to be judged to flee from the judgment? 

Verse Idea Interpretation 

Lk. 17:22,26,30 Days/Revealing of Son of Man Jesus' Ascension to heaven after suffering (Daniel 7)*

Lk. 17:26-30 The Flood & Sodom and Gomorrah Judgments which anticipate the Jerusalem's judgment for rejecting Jesus

Lk. 17:31-32 Leave belongings; flee judgment Flee when invading empires threaten Israel

Lk. 17:34-35 People taken and left Taken = Kidnapped by invading armies / Left = To fend for self

Lk. 17:37 Vultures devouring corpse Imagery of Eagle/vulture on Roman legion's shields (Jesus' clue)
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• Each gospel tells the story of the growing tension between Jesus and Israel's spiritual leaders and 
many people overlook the fact that a big piece of Jesus' ministry was to come to pronounce judgment 

on Israel ("this generation");

• I'm convinced that Luke has Daniel 7 in mind (but I may be wrong).

What's the point?!

• Discouragement because God doesn't seem to follow his own word;

• Preachers who lazily preach on these types of passages without giving God's full counsel.

What we can from both views when we think about Luke 18:1-8
1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.  

• Losing heart = Living the middle class life oblivious to the kingdom of God; living life as though there 
is no coming judgment; as though these things are children's stories.

• Ron — Three things need to be restored in the church:

1. A belief in the exponential power of the gospel.

2. A belief that we are at war – but not against flesh and blood. There are powerful forces resisting 
the gospel.

3. The cultivation for the expectation for Christ's return.
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2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there 

was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 'Give me justice against my adversary.' 4 

For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 'Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 

yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by 

her continual coming.'"  6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  

• This world is characterized by an unjust judge (unfair)

• We, God's people, are characterized as widows, victimized by injustice, left powerless — unable to 

bribe.

• Our prayers are ongoing pleadings with God to bring justice to this broken world.

• Problem:
- Many of us have little empathy for sufferers because we rarely suffer;
- Many of us misplace our trust — rather than aggressively beating on "God's door," we beat on 

the  door of politics, we beat on the door of career and money...On what "door" do you pound 

your fists looking for hope? Politics? Career? Pleasure?

7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 

8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?" 
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• The speedy answer will come when Jesus returns.

• But when he does return, will he find people who are faithful or who have lost heart?

• This prayer we are to pray isn't mechanical; it's relational. It's about finding our way around in God; it's 
about learning to perceive the activity of the kingdom of God around us; it's about knowing God.

• Will Jesus find you faithful when he returns? Or will you be found drinking, eating, marrying, planting, 
building...? 
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