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The Cross Changes Everything | A New Identity 

Genesis 17:1-9, 15-19 

1. Beginning — Why we're changing our church's name

• Beginning Easter Sunday — a new name. We feel strongly that we need to rename our 

church. We've felt this way for a long time. As a matter of fact, the reason we've waited so 
long is because we care about you. We desperately don't want to alienate you or create 

unnecessary shock. But we simply cannot escape the ever-increasing weight of the feeling 
that we must adopt a new name for our congregation.

• Not only do we feel God's peace in this change; we feel his pleasure.

• Why...
- We have changed.  — so many members have moved on...In 2001, our average regular 

attendance was about 1200 people. Today, there are less than 50 people from that era, 

yet we average between 450-500 people each week. We are a new church!
- We are standing in the shadow of the past. We need to move into the light of the 

present. [If some are, we all are.] Some of us have a hard time seeing the wonderful 
things God has done and is doing among us. Some of us see diminished numbers, a 

building we don't own, and a lot of unfamiliar faces and it's hard to rejoice. You might 
even feel that our best days are behind us, so you've adopted the poise of holding 

on...remaining faithful. We need to no longer see ourselves as what we once were, but 
the beautiful, imperfect renewed church we have become. We are a church replant and 

we all need to see ourselves this way. We are an older church, but we feel much more 
like a new church.

- We want to put you on the offense. Most of you have come within the last 8-years. But 
you are often called upon by outsiders to speak for a CTR that no longer exists:

• "What happened to you guys?"

• "Why aren't you in that big building anymore?"

• "We heard you guys ceased to exist."

• "I always heard you guys were really weird."

• "Did you go bankrupt?"

• "Why did all those people leave?"
- We feel a freedom from God to do this. After much prayer among ourselves and much 

counsel from numerous outside leaders, we feel a freedom to do this. (Almost every 
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leader I've spoken to not only suggested it was a good idea, but after hearing our story 

asserted that they felt it was necessary.)

• This isn't the beginning of a season filled with more changes to come. We've already 

changed. We're only acknowledging what we've become...who we've become together. And 
who we are together is very, very different from who we were less than a decade ago.

• We are not saying "No!" to the past. We're saying "Yes!" to the future.

2. Middle — A Biblical precedent

• Genesis 17:1-9, 15-19 – Not about a church name-change, but it is about identity.
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me 

and you, and may multiply you greatly." 
- He was old, but God wasn't done with him! God is not done with us!
- He was sterile...but God wanted to use him! 
- Note: "Be blameless" — Not a command to earn God's love – he's already been chosen. 

It's a command to walk in his new identity...to make it his new way of life.
3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 

your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 

- Abram = Exalted father; Abraham = Father of a Multitude
- His new name was God's brand. He belonged to God (just like we always have).
- But that brand wasn't so God would be reminded of who Abraham was; it was so Abraham 

would remember who he is...so he wouldn't any longer think of himself according to his old 
identity, Abram. Do he wouldn't think of himself by the name given to him by a man, but the 

name given him by God.
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come 

from you. 

- So much is at stake! The nations must be reconciled to God!
- Abraham can't fall back into the hum-drum ways of Abram!

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land 

of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God."  9 And God said to Abraham, 
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"As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations. 
- The next generation must see themselves as uniquely chosen by God, as well. 

15 And God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 17 Then 

Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is 

a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 18 And Abraham said to 

God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before you!" 19 God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear 

you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 
- In the following chapter, Sarah overhears God telling Abraham that she will get pregnant 

and she reacts with laughter. 
- It's simply unbelievable that God would not only use them in their frailty, but found an entire 

new ethnic group through their offspring that will bless all other ethnic groups on earth.
- Isaac = laughter...it's as though God is saying, "Every time you look at your son, you will 

feel joy over him and be reminded that I am good and you'll also remember how you used 
to think...how you struggled to believe I could use you two."

• Why a new identity:
- Why a new identity? So that we see ourselves as uniquely anointed for such a time as 

this.
- Why a new identity? So that the next generation will take on our identity as their own, 

seeing themselves as uniquely anointed for such a time as that.

3. End — Presentation of our new name

• Name presentation (Chris briefly discusses and then cues the logo slide)
AT CHRIS' CUE...[NEW NAME]

- Name:

• re·new·al [rəˈn(y)oo͞əl]: the state of being made new, fresh, or strong again; the state 

of being renewed; to begin (something) again especially with more force or 
enthusiasm; to make new spiritually; to restore to existence; to restore or replenish; 

to revive, reestablish; to recover; to become new as if new again.

Bennett !3



March 6, 2016

- Our church has been and is being renewed. 
- Renewal is not just about us; it's about our mission, who and what we seek to 

renew.

• Renewal hearkens to our past and sets the stage for our future. — we are a 
charismatic church. We believe deeply that the core of Christianity is the pursuit of a 

tender, vulnerable, encouraging love for God and one another. But we can't do this 
without the Spirit. And he has given us spiritual gifts so that we can love beyond our 

sinful, selfish limits. We can love one another with the power of God.

• Renewal describes...
- Our vision to bring renewal to you, leading you into spiritual health;
- Our vision to bring renewal to our church, cultivating a community that 

uncommonly loves one another and is devoted to Jesus;
- Our vision to bring renewal to our city, having a redemptive influence 

among the poor and the disenfranchised;
- Our vision to bring renewal to the name of Jesus in a southern culture 

that is haunted by religion and has rarely encountered the one true God.
- Medieval "R" and stained glass: 

• We aren't a new church;

• We are a church that is faithful to the Scriptures in an age in which the supremacy of 

God's word is being increasingly assaulted. We stand on the shoulders of and 
emerged from the historic, 2000-yr-old Church.

- Stained Glass colors: Represent our diverse congregation and Our commitment to multi-
ethnic ministry.

- Modernist Font: We are a changing church; we're not stuck in the past for the sake of the 
past. We value change and will remain nimble and relevant while never sacrificing truth.

- Our Vision: A community filled with all kinds of people learning to love one another, 
making Jesus impossible to ignore.

• Your response
- We're not looking for hype (so be excited...be indifferent...take time to process)
- Remember that you didn't come here because of the name, Christ The Rock.  You came 

here because of our vision, values, and culture. They are Renewal Church's vision, 

values, and culture, too.
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COMING EASTER SUNDAY
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