
January 29, 2017
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 Illustration: the young girl doing a bible study on the 10 commandments being 

asked, “What is a lie?” 

Grace brings us to the place where we don’t have to lie. Grace gives a greater 

option. Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you 

will know the truth [reality], and the truth [reality] will set you free (from slavery to 

sin)” John 8:31-32. By grace, your life is a garden in which you co-labor with God to 

cultivate love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness and control over 

self- the fruit of the Spirit. 

I. Transforming Grace in Salvation 

God loved us and came into the world as the person Jesus who is called Christ. 

Jesus lived the life we could not live, a life of perfection in honor of his Father, God. He 

showed us how to live in the Father’s kingdom. He showed us the availability of God, 

as Father, was opened to all who would receive him. He removed sin, the obstruction 

of friendship with God, out of the way by allowing himself to be killed of behalf of 

those who deserved it. On the third day of his death he came back to life, flesh and 

bone, pulsing with immortality. There is mystery to the world in which we live.  

During a period of 40 days after his resurrection, over 500 people saw him. After 

leaving the scene he sent a helper, his Spirit, to accompany those who believed in him, 

empowering them to be his witnesses. He promised to come back for us, and set the 

world right. He forgave us, forgives us, never will he let us go and granted us his access 

to the Father. This is transforming grace, unearned and unfathomable. “… the grace of 

God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “no” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled lives in this present age, 
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while we wait for the blessed hope-the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good” Titus 

2:11-14.  

Jesus came to give us life, abundant life, which is not merely to be anticipated in 

the future, but experienced in the present.  Eternal life/living, by compliments of God’s 

grace, is an interactive relationship of divine initiative and human response-God living 

and acting with us and we with him. Because of this grace God has justified you as 

though you have already stood in the courts of heaven and received your verdict. 

Indeed Jesus says, “whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 

life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life ” John 5:24. Now, in 

this stage of history, we embark with him in an opportunity of a lifetime, being his 

trainees. Living in the Kingdom of Heaven. Transformed by grace. Learning to do all 

Jesus commanded.  

II. Transforming Grace in Vocation 

Grace is unmerited favor, but contrary to popular belief grace it is not always 

associated with guilt or sin. Sometimes grace is associated with accomplishments- 

still unmerited. Is unmerited favor necessary in our lives for sin? We most certainly 

need it. Do we need grace for acquiring and developing skill? Yes, and I dare not say 

otherwise. What does 2 Cor. 12:9 teach us about grace? It reads, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power [ability] is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power [ability] may 

rest on me.” What did we learn about grace in this passage? Grace is sufficient. Grace 

is power, not pity. Paul said, “…by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to 

me was not without effect (not in vain). No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not 

I, but the grace of God that was with me.” Grace works with us. 
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As maturing disciples, living under the good rule of God, you can count on 

the power of God flowing from and to your life. Just as the power of God was with 

Christ to accomplish the purposes for which he was sent into the world even so the 

power of God is with you to accomplish the purposes for which you have been sent 

into the world. Grace, the present and loving activity of God in your life, is not 

confined to religious things. Grace is for life. It for singleness, it is for marriage, it is 

for dying, for grief, it is for project management, for working on the assembly line, for 

homemaking, it is for writing research papers; it is for learning to be an adolescent. 

Grace transforms how we do all the things mentioned and it transforms our awareness 

of the presence we anticipate being with us in those situations.  

Unfortunately, we have been conditioned to believe Jesus is not intelligent 

enough to instruct and assist us in the matters of “real life.” We limit the availability of 

the kingdom of God to quiet times, prayer meetings, evangelism, spiritual blogs, 

worship music, and church attendance. God’s heart is that all of life will be engulfed in 

his Kingdom and we would demonstrate this reality by our dependence on him in 

everything.  I want us to trust God for transforming grace for our vocations and other 

mundane situations of life. In Jeremiah 17:5 it is written, “Thus says the Lord: Cursed 

is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away 

from the Lord.” When we trust in our skills, possessions, and talents we are then living 

according to dependence on human ability (otherwise known as the flesh). You never 

want to be so good at your job or so comfortable in the routine of work that your 

Father, the one in the heavens, becomes obsolete. “ Dallas Willard writes, 

“Our commitment to Jesus can stand on no other foundation than a recognition 

that he is the one who knows the truth about our lives and our universe. It is 

not possible to trust Jesus or anyone else, in matters where we do not believe 

him to be competent. We cannot pray for his help and rely on his collaboration 
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in dealing with real life matters we suspect might defeat his knowledge or 

abilities.  And can we seriously imagine that Jesus could be LORD if he were not 

smart? If he were divine, would he be dumb? Or uninformed? Once you stop to 

think about it, how could he be what we take him to be in all other respects and 

not be the best informed and most intelligent person of all, the smartest person 

who ever lived?” 

In all of life’s situations and responsibilities, God is there and we must 

acknowledge him, and invite his collaboration. Grace is the power of God present 

and active in the lives of his loved ones. Your life is a rendezvous, a consultation with 

God. “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 

Grace in Skill 

Exo. 35:30-35- Craftsmen 

“Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the Lord has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, 

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of 

God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of 

skills— 32 to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 33 to 

cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. 

34 And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of 

Dan, the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds 

of work as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn 

and fine linen, and weavers—all of them skilled workers and designers.” 
Dan. 1:17- Literature majors 
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 “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning…” These guys would be lovers of Shakespeare and Ernest 

Hemingway.   

Exo. 28:3- Skilled seamstress 

 “Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with 

his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. 

2 Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron to give him dignity and honor. 3 Tell 

all the skilled workers to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they are to 

make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest.” 

1 Chron. 15:22- Skilled in singing 

“Kenaniah the head Levite was in charge of the singing; that was his 

responsibility because he was skillful at it.” 

Ezra 7:6 & 10- Skill in the scriptures and how it’s developed 

 “…Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of 

Moses, which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him 

everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his God was on him.” v.10 “…Ezra had 

devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its 

decrees and laws in Israel.” 

Zech. 4:7- A building project 

 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level 

ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’ 

Isa. 26:12- God is the hero 

“Lord, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done 
for us.” 

Col. 1:28 & 29- Grace, the power of God, experienced through effort 

‘He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
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wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end 

I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.’ 

We’ve just seen the grace of God in vocation and the mundane things of life. 

Friends, your jobs are how you collaborate with others in governance and 

responsibility…it is training for ruling forever with God. It’s a picture of the 

kingdom. As you exercise your will to do what is right and good, in that sense, you are 

reigning with God in life. Grace to you. 

• John 13:17 

Create two applications
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