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This Is Us | Servants of Jesus, Part 2 

1 Timothy 3:8-16 

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for 

dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.  

10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 

Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons 

each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. 13 For those who 

serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in 

Christ Jesus. 14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you 

may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar 

and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 

flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 

up in glory.   

Introduction (Review last week) 

• To be the most caring church you've ever interacted with [Jesus Carrying Lamb artwork] 

• Our competition is not other churches — it’s our brokenness 

• Deacon Ministry 

- Community Groups 

- Cover any cracks in our church that would allow care to seep out 

Why Deacons? 

14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how 

one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the 

truth. [Pillar photo] 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 

flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 

up in glory. 

• The mystery of the gospel 
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- Matthew 13:11-17 

- Jesus spoke in parables for at least two reasons:  1

1. To harden the hearts of some who heard. 

2. To cause others to seek out Jesus and ask him what he meant. 

- Whenever Jesus spoke, he offended and he mesmerized. People left him angry or 

dismayed or even aghast. Others were arrested by his words…transfixed…spellbound… 

- Blessed are those who grasp the jaw-dropping weight of the gospel…who were found by 

Jesus. The mystery of godliness has been revealed to those who are drawn in by the 

teachings and the ways of Jesus. 

• The mystery of godliness is found in the preaching and teaching of the gospel, hence this 

ancient creed. Let’s say it together: 

He was manifested in the flesh,  

vindicated by the Spirit,  

seen by angels,  

proclaimed among the nations,  

believed on in the world,  

taken up in glory. 

• This confession — like all church confessions — shape us liturgically. It’s an architecture of 

growth and renewal. Confessions were effective in making a shorthand of the many textured 

themes of scripture. Like N.T. Wright said, confessions are like a suitcase which help us to 

carry around with us cosmic truth. And we carry it around — meditating on it, thinking 

about it, repeating it — in order to be changed by it. 

• Deacons aren’t merely servants. Along with elders, they should demonstrate the mystery of 

godliness…in the way they bring mercy and care to the church.  

• The lifestyle of deacons should reveal how life in the church should be for everyone. 

• Deacons continue to animate a picture that we see in John 13 of Jesus washing his disciples’ 

feet. 

 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/speaking-mysteriously-of-mysteries1
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• But deacons are also finite. Keep that in mind. They aren’t commissioned because they’re 

perfect but because they demonstrate serious intent to serve. 

What behavior should we all aspire to?  2

• Dignified – They are worthy of respect. People respect them, and would respect them as a 

leader. They are worthy of being imitated. This speaks to the church’s shared responsibility to 

cultivate a pervasive culture of these virtues. 

• Not Double-tongued – This means they are not a gossip or slanderer. More pointedly, they 

don’t talk like Satan—they do’t have a snake-like tongue. They aren’t two-faced and 

insincere. 

• Not addicted to much wine – Paul is basically saying, “They have control with alcohol.” 

Greek literally, “They pay attention to their wine.” Not drunkards. (Keep in mind that they 

demonstrate these disciplines because God wants us all to live this way.) 

• Not greedy for dishonest gain – They aren’t always looking for a quick buck, not looking 

for cash no matter the cost. And they aren’t involved in get-rich quick silliness. They 

dispense mercy and care equitably. (The intensity of their service doesn’t increased because 

of what a person can do for them.) 

• Hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience – They hold to the pure gospel. 

They aren’t required to be able to teach, like the elders (v.2), but they must clearly hold to 

the gospel, and walk in accordance with that gospel of grace. They are still doctrinal people. 

• Tested – Observed, assessed, and trained by the elders—and then approved for installation. 

Regarding Women… [Female Church Leaders Mosaic] 

• Verses 11-12 — We are more open-handed when it comes to the question of female 

deacons… 

"Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 

Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well." 

 http://jamedders.com/why-have-women-deacons/2
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- Strange: These women are also screened, unlike wives of elders in the previous 

section; 

- The original language literally reads, “Women, likewise.” The translators made an 

interpretive decision with, “Their wives likewise,” and like a faithful translation 

should, they provided the alternative translation possibilities.”  3

- Other biblical evidence of women such as Phoebe in the Book of Romans and the 

earliest church history reveals that women served as deacons. 

• The point is that anyone who serves as a deacon must meet these qualifications. 

Laying On Of Hands  

* John Owens — Head deacon 

* Dr. Kitty Lawson — Victims to Victory (counseling & resources to victims of violent crime) 

* Derrick Jones — Manager of Southaven Target 

* Karen Spencer — Heads Titus 2 Team and works full-time with World Relief 

* Robbie Stansfield — A shepherding role over our North Mississippi members; Medline 

Industries runs distribution center. 

Conclusion/Challenge [Bird in Hand Photo] 

• Gentleness.  

• Galatians 4:22-23: “…the fruit of the Spirit is…gentleness” 

• We are all stewards of this local church body. 

• We are all responsible to cultivate a DNA of mercy and care.  

• Without you, and only with me, our church is all talk. But with your ownership of these 

values, our church is transformed into a community of holiness that will, by its very 

existence, convict the world of sin, righteousness & judgment.

 Ibid.3
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