
Sunday, Feb. 26

This Is Us | Gospel  

Romans 1:1-17 

Text: Romans 1:1-17 

[1] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, [2] which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, [3] concerning his Son, who was descended 

from David according to the flesh [4] and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, [5] through whom we have received grace 

and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, [6] 

including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, [7] To all those in Rome who are loved by God and 

called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

[8] First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the 

world. [9] For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I 

mention you [10] always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in 

coming to you. [11] For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—

[12] that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. [13] I do not 

want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been 

prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. [14] I 

am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. [15] So I am eager 

to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

[16] For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. [17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as 

it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

This Is Us — Gospel [Baptism Photo] 

• Our greatest aspiration is to be a gospel-shaped community of believers  

• What does that even mean? 

• This is a transition message — teasing this out over the 40-days of Lent through Easter 
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Who The Roman Christians Were 

• Probably lived in the poor sector of Rome…in an area of town that often flooded 

• Likely a small church (possibly numbering less than 100 out of one million inhabitants) that 

gathered in various homes 

• Situated in a valley between two hills — [Rome photo] one the royal palace of Augustus 

who reigned when Jesus was born and on the other the imperial palace of Rome’s current 

ruler Nero 

• Jewish Tensions & Spanish Mission: 

- Jewish population was not looked upon kindly by the Romans; 

- They had been embroiled in conflict and just a few years before Paul wrote to them, 

Claudius expelled all the Jews from Rome; 

- It’s possible that at the heart of the conflict was that Jews were coming to faith in 

Christ, embracing Jesus as the Messiah, while others rejected him.  

- But after the Jews were allowed to return to Rome under Nero, they came back to a 

church that was dominated by Gentiles — [Candle photo] people who didn't share 

their unique religious and cultural upbringing and who were likely insensitive to their 

values. The Gentile believers didn’t grow up under the law of Moses. They were raised 

in paganism. Things that we all take for granted such as what is proper to eat left many 

Jewish believers aghast at the Gentile Christians’ liberty. This is partly why Paul wrote 

to them — to remind them that their one faith makes them one in Jesus.  

-  But Paul also wanted this gospel community in Rome to become a launching pad for 

mission into Western Europe, like Spain (15:24). [Map Photo] He wants to strengthen 

them  

- Hence, verses 8-12: 

[8] First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the 

world. [9] For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I 

mention you [10] always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in 

coming to you. [11] For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—

[12] that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 
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• What does strength mean here? That they can build each other up in their faith. Imagine, 

the great Apostle Paul experiencing the encouragement of ordinary believers living in 

poverty.  

Jesus is Superior to Caesar 

[1] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, [2] which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, [3] concerning his Son, who was descended 

from David according to the flesh [4] and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, [5] through whom we have received grace 

and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, [6] 

including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, [7] To all those in Rome who are loved by God and 

called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Provocative...Underneath these words — Caesar:  1

- Rome was considered the greatest city in the world  

- Home of the most powerful man who governed the world, Caesar [Stone image of 

Caesar photo] 

- His official title is “son of God” 

- His birthday was hailed as “good news” 

- He claimed allegiance and loyalty from everyone on earth 

- In fact, whenever a new Caesar would emerge, Rome would send ambassadors to 

announce the good news to parts of the empire. 

- These believers live in the shadow of this man and in his capitol city.  

- And this is why Paul declares in verse 16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

• To Rome, Paul announces another gospel — the true gospel: 

- There is another who is truly the Son of God: Jesus Christ — of whom he is a slave; 

 Wright, N.T. Paul For Everyone. Romans Part 1. 2.1
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- Jesus who was foretold in Scriptures and is a descendant in the royal line of David, 

which predates Imperial Rome; 

- Jesus was Resurrected by God [Jesus painting] 

• Validated by God as the true and only Son of God by his resurrection from the dead 

• Raised by the “Spirit of holiness” 

- Why say it that way? This strikes at the heart of this letter. 

- Note verse 5: “we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith for the sake of his name among all the nations.”  Holiness = Obedience. 

• This is the good news!  

- Jesus has authority over all people at all times.  

- The gospel has authority over the whole earth. 

- Jesus will one day renew the earth — and Paul will tease this out in this letter. 

- Those who believe will be renewed and the world will eventually be restored. 

This is what Paul means when he says that those who believe will be 

saved.  

- Obedient Faith: Recognizing that Jesus is King, that he has total authority 

over our lives, and will transform us. We are all called to this. This is why 

even John the Baptist and even Jesus, when scripture says that they preached 

the gospel, said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   Repent means to 2

change the way you life your life. Which implies that you absolutely recognize 

that your life is an offense to God and must be changed. And we do this 

because Jesus’ kingdom is at hand. In other words, his authority is present 

and overrides all other authorities. Allegiance to him overrides all other 

allegiances in our lives.  

- Yet, the fact that your heart has come alive with belief shows that God will 

graciously transform you...restore you...make you new. 

 Matthew 3:2 and 4:17.2
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- Hence Romans 1:16-17: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. [17] 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 

righteous shall live by faith.” 

• The gospel proclaimed is the power of God for salvation 

• But only to those who believe it 

• Salvation: Not just about heaven, but a renewed creation 

• What's revealed in our salvation? God's righteousness. Hence, the same 

Spirit of holiness who miraculously raised Jesus from the dead also gives 

us new life. Holiness-life. 

Lent: We will see how we are saved by the gospel

Bennett �5


