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Sunday, July 24 | Life In The Kingdom of God 

Matthew 7:21-29 

I. Last week – Addressing our behavior toward one another 

A. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17) 

B. "Beatitudes" – Matthew 5:1-10(What repentance looks like) 

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  

II. Assumption – The Holy Spirit opens our eyes, draws us to Jesus... 

A. We are becoming qualitatively different people  

1. "Salt of the earth," vs. 13 

2. "Light of the world," vs. 14 

B. John 3:3-8 – Nicodemus, "you must be born again"  

Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 

enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do 
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not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows where it wishes, 

and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit."  

C. John 6:44-45 – Drawn by the Father, Taught by the Father 

"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up 

on the last day.m45 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' 

Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me" 

III. How This Works – God's initiative & power, our obedience 

A. Anger – Matthew 5:21-26 

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever murders 

will be liable to judgment.'  22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 

will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and 

whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. [Hunger and thirst for 

righteousness] 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. 

First be reconciled to your brother [peacemaker], and then come and offer your gift. 25 

Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your 

accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 

Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny." 

B. Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is showing people how to be a 

Christian...how to "walk with God" 

C. He talks about sexuality & lust, marriage & divorce, integrity, enemy-love & 

retaliation, justice & charity, prayer & fasting, trusting God & materialism, 

judging others, and self-evaluation. 

D. Walking with Jesus, experiencing his grace – our doing dovetails with His grace 

IV. Closing Thoughts 

A. Warning 1: Recognize that we live in a post-Christian culture 
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1. Christianity was formerly the dominant worldview of our city 

2. People reject this 

3. Thus, what I'm teaching you is not normal 

B. Warning 2: Recognize we live in a sensory culture 

1. We mustn't evaluate our faith by what we feel 

2. If you desire to follow Jesus, that desire is all you need (not experiences) 

3. C.S. Lewis, Letters to an American Lady: 

"The presence of God is not the same as the sense of the presence of 

God. The latter may be due to imagination; the former may be attended 

with no 'sensible consolation' ... The act which engenders a child ought 

to be, and usually is attended by pleasure. But it is not the pleasure that 

produces the child. Where there is pleasure there may be sterility; where 

there is no pleasure the act may be fertile. And in the spiritual marriage 

of God and the soul it is the same. It is the actual presence, not the 

sensation of the presence, of the Holy Ghost which begets Christ in us. 

The sense of the presence is a super-added gift for which we give thanks 

when it comes." – C.S. Lewis 

C. Warning 3: Recognize that worship/discipleship requires effort 

1. Christianity is compared to running a marathon, serving in the military, 

farming land, walking a narrow path, and building  

2. Matthew 7:21-29 – wise and foolish builders 

V. Midweek [Midweek slide] 
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