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To Live Is Christ | The Affection of Christ Jesus 

Philippians 1:1–11 

I. Scripture Reading – Philippians 1:1-11 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 
with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 
10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

II. Introduction: Treasured Friends 

A. Paul's affectionate words should be our vision for the words we speak to one another:  

1. Grace and peace to you 

2. I often think of you 

3. I thank God for you every time I pray 

4. I feel joy each time you enter my mind  

5. I hold you in my heart...and I'm not embarrassed that I feel this way about you 

6. You're going to make it—God won't let you falter 

7. I yearn to be with you the way Jesus yearns for me 

8. I want you to experience this kind of love with more and more friends 

"Accompanying others in a relationship of...spiritual friendship...allows us to share things that 

may have never been shared as fully with any other human being. Some people may share 

moments of epiphany and ecstasy as they encounter the Divine. Others may share agonizing 

doubt and despair as they encounter a glass ceiling that seems to block them from contact with 

their God. Both are equally sacred experiences." – David G. Benner, Sacred Companions 
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B. The context of the pursuit of holiness: With this rich and textured love, Paul calls the 

Philippians to mature in Christ, to maintain a poise of advancing discernment and 

conviction.  

III. Teaching  

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 

with the overseers and deacons:  

• Paul & Timothy:  

- A community writing to a community. 

- Church leaders (aka preachers) should always be with someone. You should be able 

to see preachers living in community and reproducing themselves in others. Pastors 

shouldn't be living mysterious lives behind the veil of privacy. 

- This is important – Paul will express his aim to send Timothy (2:19) to them and his 

presence among them will be as though Paul himself is there. We need to reorient our 

hearts around the idea that we should have multiple pastors shepherding us rather 

than just one (note the plural, "overseers...").  

• Saints: People made holy by God through grace by faith in Christ; a conferred status from 

God alone to those who trust in Christ's righteousness rather than their own.  

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my 

remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,  

5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  

• Words of benediction / Emotional engagement of Paul 

• Partnership: business partnership (they helped to finance Paul's mission and cared for him in 

prison; he nurtured them in the gospel) 

6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 

of Jesus Christ.  

• Implicit: Change is a lifelong journey. It will only be completed at Christ's glorious 

appearing.  
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• Question: Why change then? This question shows an implicit problem – the questioner 

doesn't believe in the beauty of the kingdom of God  

- illustration: repenting to a brother this week (not because it felt good...) 

• External evidence gave Paul assurance they would persevere: The fact that only here in his 

writings does he speak of yearning for individuals, in particular, and on top of that, his 

affection of Christ for them demonstrates his deep identification with them and that he 

believes they truly are of Jesus. In other words, he has a basis for his belief that they will 

persevere in their faith despite the onslaught of heretical teaching and persecution. 

Implication: Does your heart come alive when you're with godly people? With other 

committed believers? Would Paul be able to say that he would enjoy fellowship with you? 

Would other believers be able to say this? (Important questions for people who believe that 

salvation comes by merely repeating a prayer.). Are you really of Jesus? If you aren't, will you 

be? Will you be baptized, fully identifying with him? 

• Hope/promise: Jesus' appearing is the means by which he will renew us. So we set our eyes 

on this event when we will be resurrected with new bodies to live on this earth without the 

allure of sin, but full of affection for God and one another, forever. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all 

partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.  

• It is right for us to feel a yearning for one another; to need one another. "I hold you in my 

heart...I yearn for you with the affection of Christ" 

• Partakers...of grace: Active, not passive. 

• Partakers with me of grace: Will you partake of God's grace with me, Ron, David...? 

• Will you begin to adopt our responsibility to bring the gospel to Memphis as your own 

responsibility? (Be trained; financially support like the Philippians; pray; serve your church) 

9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 

discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 

Bennett �3



May 8, 2016

of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 

praise of God. 

• Verss 2-4 Paul repeats that he is diligently praying for them (passion; affection; care) 

• What does he pray? 

1. That we would define Christian maturity as loving one another skillfully. 

- "The central focus of Paul's concern is knowledge that cultivates love."  1

- The Apostle Paul routinely marries knowledge & love in his writings—which 

used to really confuse me. Until I realized that a loveless ethic is antithetical to 

the gospel of Jesus. Authentic maturity in Christ is to set our sights on and grow 

in a love-fluency with one another that is characterized by humility and 

tenderness. Love or bust. 

- Look for: That a pure love would emerge in even the most tense and trying 

relationships and interactions. 

2. That our love will lead to keen moral discernment. 

-  "Several moral issues [are] blurred and distorted...often hard to see...the right 

thing to do."  2

• Sexual ethics: How you live out your sexuality (promiscuous? Porn: get help?) 

• Gossip: Do you talk uncharitably about others? (Only speak good.) 

• Overeating: Finding satisfaction in food 

• Prosperity Theology: We are part of God's plan, not the other way around! 

• Media/entertainment: What values drive your consumption? 

- "Are you convicted of your sins?" 

- "Approve what is excellent": Loving the beauty of God's holiness 

- "Pure and blameless for the Day of Christ" 

• Why behave well now if God's going to fix everything anyway? 

• This question betrays a heart that doesn't yet belong to God. 

3. That we would overflow in right living. 

 Silva, Moises. Philippians. Second Edition. Baker Exegetical Commentary On The New Testament. 50.1

 Wright, N.T. Paul For Everyone. The Prison Letters. 86.2
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- Believers are forgiven and justified 

- Every believer possesses a growing, supernatural yearning for beautiful 

goodness. 

IV. Challenge 

A. Baptism – Sunday, May 22nd: Sign up at the Information Center 
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