
To Live Is Christ: "I Am Put Here" 

Philippians 1:12-26 

I. Scripture Reading – Philippians 1:12-26 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and 
rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing 
that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim 
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I 
will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my 
eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 
which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. 
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress 
and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory 
in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.  



II. Introduction (vs. 12-14, 18): What is it to win, to overcome? 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear... 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether 
in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, 
and I will rejoice... 

A. The meaning of a win: 

1. We see the big picture: the gospel advances; righteousness 

shines 

2. Others are encouraged to live explicitly gospel-centered lives 

3. People see something beautiful happen to you... 

a) Paul:  

(1) Thought to be subdued by Rome; chains  

(2) "The apostle...did not merely say that the gospel had 

continued to make progress in spite of adversity; rather, 

the adversity itself had turned out for the advancement of 

the gospel"  1

(3) Paul's chains manifested his union with Jesus (guard)  

b) Colossians 1:24: "Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your 

sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's 

afflictions for the sake of his body..." 

 Silva, Moises. Philippians. Second Edition. Baker Exegetical Commentary On The New Testament. 62.1



(1) We await the coming of God's kingdom in its fullness 

(2) Meanwhile, our sufferings are a part of, or an extension, 

of Jesus' (not just added to) 

(3) Why? In salvation we become one with Jesus (Baptism; 

Lord's Supper; singing; forgive/repent) 

c) Paul experiences joy! 

(1) Not "get me out," but "use me Lord!" 

(2) Verse 18: "What then? Only that in every way, whether in 

pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I 

rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice" 

(a) Seems unreasonable  

(b) Joy = Not by seeking to dodge pain, but interpreting it. 



III. Paul's Opponents (vs. 15-17) 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from 
good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for 
the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 

A. People trying to amplify Paul's pain 

1. False teachers? How could Paul find a silver lining? 

2. Ordinary Pagans: "...who have heard what all the fuss is about 

[the subversive message of the gospel; another Lord; etc.] and 

are talking about it on the street. 'Have you heard?...They've 

caught that strange fellow who's been going around saying 

there's a new king – a new emperor! And you won't believe it – 

this new king turns out to be a Jew whom they've crucified a few 

years ago, and this jailbird is saying he's alive again and he's 

the real Lord of the world!'"  2

(1) This makes sense. They ridicule him, yet they unwittingly 

are sharing the gospel with people, and the gospel isn't at 

all impaired by their mean motives.  

(2) Temptation: Go dark...swallow the gospel...but even when 

we're ridiculed the gospel packs a powerful punch! 

B. "I am put here for the defense of the gospel" 

1. God is sovereign even in my pain 

 Wright, N.T. Paul For Everyone: The Prison Letters. 89-90.2



2. Stories on FB 

a)

b)



IV. Paul Was Dependent...not super (vs. 18b-20) 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 
as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 

A. Paul desires to persevere 

B. Perseverance = Christ is honored with our lives   

C. Paul was dependent on two things in order to persevere: 

1. The prayers of ordinary believers (Implication: They care; they 

have received his love; he has been relationally engaged with 

them) 

2. The strength provided by Jesus (implication: regular fellowship 

with him) 



V. Paul's Deliverance (vs. 19, 21-26) 

19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance...21 For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your 
account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 
again. 

A. Deliverance: Not escaping chains, fruitfulness & being closer to 

Jesus 

B. BabylonBee satirical article: "Everything Local Man Feels Led To 

Do He Coincidentally Really Likes" [photo slide] 

C. Snapshot of Paul's feelings: 

1. 2 Corinthians 1:8-9: "For we do not want you to be unaware, 

brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were 

so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of 

life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence 

of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on 

God who raises the dead." 



2. Maturity = "Learning to...maintain belief and hope with or 

without the accompanying feelings, is itself part of Christian 

maturity."  3

VI. Conclusion 

A. I won't tell people in pain that God put them there. But sufferers in 

Jesus will often say, like Paul, "I am put here."  They often speak of 

a revelation – that God led them to this place of pain and used 

that pain as a means to change them, to help them grasp 

forgiveness, to break the power of an oppressive spirit, to open 

their eyes to the twisted way this world works...to prepare them for 

a heavy calling... 

B. We need to be intimately connected to other believers who are in 

pain so that we can carry their burdens with them in prayer and so 

we can be encouraged by their strength.  

C. We need to lean into our Christian calling by embracing an 

explicitly Jesus-centered life (e.g. Waiting for marriage vs. 

sub,titled to King Jesus...quit trying to avoid ridicule) 

D. Do you hear the Spirit of Jesus calling you to walk in union with 

him...to take up his life as your own...? (Baptism)

 Ibid. 93.3


