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To Live Is Christ: "A Vision For Obedience" 

Philippians 2:1-11 

I. Scripture Reading – Philippians 2:1-11 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

II. The Power of Poetry 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 

the faith of the gospel, - Philippians 1:27 

A. Misconception: Right believing —> Right behaving 

B. Fussed at vs. a vision for new life, community ("worthy of the gospel") 

C. Establish a heart-foundation 

1. Evangelical south – not used to feeling truth 

2. Truth is a person to be intimately known, not a set of facts to 

grasp...we need a compelling reason – a vision – to drop our 
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defenses, abandon the old stories which define us and hold power 

over us and keep us paralyzed in fear 

D. Andrew Peterson, "The Sower's Song":  

As the rain and the snow fall 

Down from the sky 

And they don't return but they water the earth and bring they forth life 

Giving seed to the sower, bread for the hunger 

So shall the word of the Lord be with a sound like thunder 

And it will not return, it will not return void 

We shall be led in peace 

And go out with joy 

And the hills before us 

Will raise their voices 

And the trees of the field will clap their hands as the land rejoices 

And instead of the thorn now 

The cypress towers 

And instead of the briar the myrtle blooms with a thousand flowers 

And it will make a name 

Make a name for our God 

A sign everlasting that will never be cut off 

As the earth brings forth sprouts from the seed 

What is sown in the garden grows into a mighty tree 

So the Lord plants justice, justice and praise 

To rise before the nations till the end of days 

III. The Vision for Church – Philippians 2:1 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 

A. Encouragement in Christ:  
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1. Know each others' fears; 

2. Feel the responsibility to speak life into your community  

B. Comfort from Love:  

1. Invested in each others' stories; 

2. Move toward people 

C. Participation in the Spirit:  

1. Be with Jesus together; 

2. This looks like something (prayer; intimacy) 

D. Affection & Sympathy:  

1. Tenderness 

2. Illustration: DC "language of snark" 

3. Communication must be communion 

IV. Now The Behavior – Philippians 2:2-4 

2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

A. "being of the same mind...same love...full accord...one mind":  

1. Not an inauthentic agreement on divisive issues; 

2. "bring your inner most lives into harmony" – NT Wright, 96 

3. Are the politics that divide us more powerful than the gospel 

which makes us one? 

4. This manifests in understanding and civility 
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5. Keller: "Do not assign a position to an opponent that they will not 

own. Always put their argument in the best light." 

B. "Do nothing from selfish ambition [rivalry] or conceit":  

1. Are my ideas and views on various subjects more central to my 

identity than Jesus' other-centered love? 

2. One commentator: "Regard everybody else as your superior" 

a) Including opinions! (Count people more significant, not just in 

our actions, but in our hearts) 

b) Leads to an open-handed humility (stay a learner!); 

c) Leads to other-centeredness (investigating opposing views); 

d) Even if you disagree in the end, it's not the end... 

(1) You have the opportunity to walk in grace toward another; 

(2) You are privileged to know another's story; 

(3) Remember: We won't solve this anyway! 

V. United with & Imitating Jesus' Mind – Philippians 2:5-11 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 

is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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A. "In Christ Jesus" 

1. Moises Silva:  

2. You have the humility within...your heart is beginning to see this as 

beautiful...but your eyes have only seen pride...so look to Jesus as 

your model... 

B. "Made himself nothing" 

1. Did not become less than God 

2. "TAKING on human form"; "HUMBLED himself" 

3. "Jesus didn't regard this equality [with God] as something to take 

advantage of, something to exploit" (NT Wright, 107) 

C. But what about the ways I've been wronged? 

1. Jesus' exaltation is ours! We will rule with him and enjoy his reign! 

2. Mean time: We love those who harm us 

3. What blocks encouragement, comfort, participation in the Spirit 

and affection & sympathy? Those things are bigger than the gospel 

in your life. 

D. Let us confess this poetry together: 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 

is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

Bennett �5



May 29, 2016

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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